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FALL MEETING 
 

WHEN: Wednesday, September 28, 2016 
       10:00 am - Registration/Social      10:30 am – Business/Program 
         12:15 pm - Lunch  
      
WHERE: St. Andrew's United Church, Old Danforth Road, Grafton 
 
MEAL:  Harvest Buffet (Ham, Scalloped Potatoes, Fall Vegetables & Dessert) $15  
   ** Please let us know if you have special dietary needs. 
 
PROGRAM: Guest Speaker - Barbara Marian, Winner of the Governor-General's Award 
        for Meritorious Service, Civil Division 
  'In Memoriam' Service 
  CD & Picture Presentation of our 60th Anniversary 'Victorian Tea' - If you 
        have any pictures of the event, please bring them with  
        your name on the back for the display.  
  2016 Convention Report 
   
  Silent Auction during social time for gently used recent books (donations  
  gratefully received).   
 
CHARITABLE DONATIONS:  Cornerstone Family Violence Prevention Centre  
 
REPLY: Before September 21st: Call Bonnie Greer - 905 372 5886, Elaine Doty -  
  905 983 5831 or Joan Smith - 905 885 2528 or email:  
  joan.charlie@sympatico.ca if you plan to attend.   
 
* A Gentle Reminder:  We are committed to pay for all meals ordered.  If you are unable  
  to attend as you indicated to Bonnie, Elaine or Joan, please cancel by 
  contacting Joan at least five days before the meeting. Thank You! 
 
If you know of a retired woman teacher who is not a member of our RWTO/OERO 
Branch, please invite her to come to the meeting with you. Let the person that you  
contact know the person you will be bringing. All qualified teachers who are retired  
are eligible to be members of RWTO/OERO regardless of whether they are receiving 
a teacher's pension. Teachers on Long Term Disability may become members. 
 
 
************************************************************************************************** 
Branch Newsletter:  To save postage and photocopying expense the branch newsletter  
 is sent by email to those who have given us an email address.  If you received 
 yours by mail and you do have email, please let the editor, Joan Smith, know  
 by November 1st for the Christmas issue (joan.charlie@sympatico.ca).    
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    BRANCH SPRING MEETING 

 
Our spring meeting was held at Trinity United Church, Bowmanville on April 26, 2016 with 35  
people attending. President Sandra Boyko welcomed everyone and capably handled the  
business part of the meeting. Reports were given by the conveners of the committees for  
telephone, insurance, branch archives, goodwill, membership and communication. An update 
was given re the 60th Anniversary 'Victorian Tea' to be held June 1st. The treasurer's report 
showed that the branch finances were in good shape and that the 2015-16 books had been 
reviewed. Book sales at this meeting raised $18.00 for branch expenses and $65.00 was  
contributed by the members to the Big Brothers and Big Sisters. Branch membership is now 59,  
plus two life members. Discussion was held on the resolutions being put forward at the  
RWTO/OERO June Convention being held in Windsor which our two delegates Sandra Boyko 
and Jan Engel will attend.    
 
Cora Bailey awards were presented to two members of the executive, Jan Engel and Julia  
Esford. Both of these women have worked tirelessly over the years for the branch and richly  
deserve the honour. Congratulations! After a delicious lunch served by the women of the  
church, our guest speaker, Phill Boyko, delightfully entertained us with his flower designing  
presentation, including an opportunity for us to make a corsage to take home and several tips 
on flower arrangements for the home. 
  

           WHAT A CELEBRATION! 
(Jan Engel) 

 
Our branch celebrated the RWTO/OERO 60th Anniversary with a Vctorian Tea at St. Paul's  
Presbyterian Church in Port Hope on June 1st, 2016. The theme of the tea was 'The Past, The 
Present and the Future Following the Yellow Brick Road'. When the tea guests arrived, they  
were greeted by Wizard of Oz characters (on loan from the Capitol Theatre, Port Hope). 
President Sandra Boyko welcomed everyone dressed in all their Victorian Era finery of 
beautiful hats and outfits. Special guests were Area Director, Karen Rynard, Provincial Past 
President, Jean Axcell, and Linda Huizenga, Trenton Branch President. 
 
Our guest speakers developed the theme. Lee Beech spoke on 'The Past of RWTO OERO'. 
Vicki Cubitt led the branch choir in a musical-poetic presentation of 'The Present' (a poem about 
our branch set to Follow the Yellow Brick Road music). Three verses of 'God Save the Queen' 
were sung in honour of Queen Elizabeth`s 90th birthday. Karen Rynard then spoke on the 
'Future of RWTO/OERO' from a provincial standpoint, and Sandra Boyko spoke about the 
Future of our local branch. 
 
Beautiful violin music was played by Catharine Mead from St. Paul's, accompanied by her  
mother, Audrey Mead. This was followed with delicious sandwiches and scones with  
Devonshire cream served by the women and youth of the church. The tea would not be 
complete without delectable desserts and the beautiful 60th Anniversary cake. Past Presidents 
Barbara Moorcroft and Vicki Cubitt poured tea using the church silver tea services. Updated 
archival displays were presented for viewing. 
 
The 60th Anniversay Victorian tea was a great success. A delightful time of time of fun and  
fellowship was enjoyed by all. Thank you to the many executive members that worked so hard 
to make this happen. Note: There was a picture and write-up (or caption) about the event in 
Northumberland Today and Northumberland News, two local newspapers.  
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    PROVINCIAL CONVENTION RESOLUTIONS 

 
The provincial convention was held in Windsor. Our delegates were President Sandra and 
Vice-President Jan. They remarked on the excellent hospitality, and that our gift for the silent  
auction was well received. Briefly, the results of the voting on the resolutions at the provincial 
convention are: 
 Board Resolutions:   # 1,2, 4, 5 and 6 were carried and # 3 was withdrawn. 
 Branch Resolutions: # 1 was withdrawn and # 2 was defeated. 
  
 Results of the two Resolutions from the 2015 Convention which had been withdrawn and  
 referred to the Constitution and Resolutions committee for consideration by the Board: 
 At its September meeting: 
  #  8 - A motion was approved to stay with the timing of admittance of expense 
           forms to 45 days and 
  #10 - A motion was approved that branch charitable donations are the best way  
           to honour the RWTO/OERO Mission Statement. 
 
 Note: Further to this, President Dianne Rice announced that at the May 2016 Board 
  meeting a motion was approved that the branches each receive a grant of $250 to  
 enhance branch charitable work and/or branch membership advertising in the  
 2016-2017 year. 
 
Please read your fall provincial newsletter 'Connections' for full description of the  
resolutions.  If you have any questions, ask at the September fall meeting. 

 
 

   CONGRATULATIONS BARBARA MARIAN! 
 

Our Branch is pleased to announce that our recommendation for Barbara Marian (Colborne) 
to receive a Governor General's Award for Meritorious Service, Civil Division proved to be  
successful. His Excellency, the Right Honourable David Johnson, Governor General of 
Canada, presented Barbara with the award on June 23, 2016 in Ottawa. 
 
The citation states that she is an 'internationally accredited referee' for tae kwon do. Barbara 
has 'broken barriers for women and girls in a male-dominated sport' and is furthermore  
'highly respected' in the 'worldwide tae kwan do sport'. The citation underscores 'her fairness 
and knowledge' and points out that she serves as a 'role model to athletes' and 'as a mentor 
to Canadian and international referees'. (information taken from RWTO/OERO website, 
Northumberland/South Durham Branch) 
 
Our branch is especially grateful to Past President Joyce Bentham (now deceased), Astrida 
Jenkinson-Chalmers and Lee Beech (at that time a member of our branch) who helped bring 
this nomination to fruition.  
 
Barbara will be the guest speaker at our fall meeting on September 28th in Grafton which will 
give us the opportunity to personally offer our congratulations for her well-deserved award.    
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OTHER NEWS 



 
Membership Fees:   If you have not paid your 2016-17 fees, they will be collected at the 
 fall meeting, September 28th. Members involved in the RWTO/OERO group  
 insurance must renew membership. Membership cards will be distributed at the  
 meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send your fees to the treasurer by 
 September 30th.   
    Julia Esford, 1268 Cherrydown Drive, Oshawa, On   L1H 7T2. 
 
 Cheques:  Make out to RWTO/OERO Northumberland South Durham. 
 
 Fees:  Provincial RWTO/OERO Fee - Members retired before August, 1980 pay  
         $15.00. 
       - All other members pay $40.00. 
   Branch Fee - $5.00 per member. 
 
 Rebate:  The provincial rebate to each branch is based on $10.00 per member  
     paying the $40 fee and $8.00 per member paying the $15.00 fee. 
 
 It would be great if the Northumberland South Durham Branch could earn the  
 Barbara Bain Membership Award for 2016-2076. This is an award created by 
 the provincial executive to honour Barbara, a past president and the first 
 membership convener. Branches who achieve the largest annual increases in 
 membership by November 30th are eligible for cash awards.   
 
2015-2016 Books are balanced. 
 
Provincial Newsletter - To save the cost of postage, the provincial office is requesting  
 that you have your provincial newsletter Connections sent to you by email if 
 possible. Contact Gloria Drake info@rwto.org. 
 
Provincial Website - The website contains much information about the organization. 
 Make sure you check the Northumberland/South Durham Branch section -  
 Sandra, our president has a well-written introduction to it (www.RWTO.org). 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS 
  
 September 28th - Executive Meeting after the fall meeting in Grafton. 
 
 December 8th    - Christmas Meeting - St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, Port Hope 
    - Executive Meeting to follow.  
 
 Third Thursday of Every Month - Social Event - Breakfast -  9:30 am -  
      Traditions Restaurant 1053 Simcoe St. N. Oshawa.  No business.  
      Everyone welcome.          
 
 June, 2017    - Provincial Convention - Ajax Convention Centre 
 
  
 
 



 
  

 
 

 
 
  
  
      
  
 
 
 
 
             

 
 
 
  


