
 

…And Here’s Hope!         

     This 2015-16 year has been like no other in so many ways. My first year of Presidency is flying by so 
quickly,....and I'm loving every moment of it, thanks to all of you! The cold winter weather has been shorter 
than expected,....and soon spring will be in the air,..........with the sun shining brightly, and creating that,... 
"Oh...I can't wait to take off these heavy coats and sweaters, .....and buy myself a new and fabulous spring 
outfit"... feeling! ...It's the year of 'celebrations' in RWTO, so come on out and join the festivities! 

   Our Feb.10th Friendship Luncheon at Michelangelo's was a huge success thanks to all involved. We 
had an amazing '174" in attendance, including "6" new members who received their RWTO pins. Our nine 
special guests included Area 4 Sister Branch Presidents, VP's and members from Brant, Haldimand, and Lincoln West. Our food 
was delicious, and our 'Fabulous Fashionshow' truly was fabulous, with our fashionista member models, parading their gorgeous 
fashions throughout the room. Thank you to our lovely models, and to Modella Ladies Wear in Westdale, for providing the 
fashions. Thank you once again to Lynn Anderton, and the Entertainment Committee for providing another enjoyable afternoon. 
Just a reminder that we're always looking for members to join the Entertainment committee, or other committees. Please contact 
the Chairs if interested! In our usual 'Caring and Sharing' fashion, our members generously donated $2,229,  with proceeds from 
our silent auction, table envelopes and raffles directed to St. James and Westdale United Churches,...both supporting the Syrian 
refugees in our local areas. Thank you to Mary McCracken and Linda Sargeant for your hard work on the Silent Auction! 

   Our 'Second Annual Special Outreach Project' was a huge success, with our presentation at the Friendship Luncheon. We 
had "5" submissions this year,....and my Committee was delighted to provide suggestions to try to help them all, as we did last 
year. The recipient of the RWTO $500 donation was a single Mom living with two sons ages 28 and 12,..all three having 
major physical health issues. The money was used for car repairs enabling her to get back on the road to drive to their countless 
medical appointments, making her life so much easier, and less isolated for family. I want to thank my Committee for their hard 
work,...and to the membership, for participating in this annual initiative. 

     Wednesday was ‘Fun and Games’ at St. John’s Anglican Church in Ancaster, … with a delicious lunch provided and many 
new friends made. Ladies enjoyed our games or brought their own. This will be our last year at this venue, so if you have any 
suggestions for another format and location for next year’s ‘Fun and Games’, please email them to Linda Sargeant or myself. 
Have you made your reservations yet,.....and reserved your spot for the upcoming ‘RWTO Diamond Jubilee Anniversary High 
Tea’ at the Marquis Gardens Princess Ballroom,...on Wednesday April 13, 2016? It's going to be a 'celebration' to remember', 
with lots of surprises, guests, our 'Over 90's' honoured,...presentations,  ...delicious "High Tea" nibbles,....and the beautiful harp 
and flute sounds, of the musical group, 'Lyracana'. Be sure to join this spectacular event. You won't want to miss it! On Monday 
March 21st there will be a 'fascinator hat workshop' to create those fabulous floral sensations to wear, so please check out the 
information further in the newsletter. 

    Thank you to members Sandie Bender and Lynn Gillie, who have agreed to audit our 2015-16 Financial Statement that will be 
sent to Provincial. Group participation is one of our goals, so remember our "Bright Ideas" initiative...to submit FUN ideas for us 
to try to implement,....and our "Members Have Spoken" suggestion box,... for contributing your valuable suggestions, and ideas. 
Your opinions matter! 

      This is the time of year when our members should consider becoming a part of our fabulous Executive. We have one 
'elected' position opening in May,...the position of 'Secretary', and Lynne Smith has kindly accepted a nomination for this 
position. We are accepting other nominations as well. Lynn Gillie has kindly put her name forward for ‘Member-at-Large’, …one 
of two ‘non elected’ positions available. We are still in need of an ‘Insurance Convener(s)’. This is a great opportunity to try 
something new in your life,… and have a fun and rewarding experience. If you are interested in this position,… please contact 
Linda Sargeant:rwto.linda@gmail.com or 905-575-3831 

    Till next time!....See you at  'High Tea'!                 "In Caring and Sharing", HOPE LEON, President 

"If opportunity doesn't knock,........build a new door."     (Milton Berle…the comedian) 



Friendship Luncheon 
 

 

It was a delight to share a meal with friends at our annual Friendship Luncheon. I enjoyed a delicious lunch and 
lively conversation with our Area 4 members: 
 

Sandra Salerno-2nd Vp....Haldimand, 
 Evelyn Martin- 1st VP......Haldimand,  
Sharon Fish....President...Lincoln West,  
Joanne Daniels, President,....Brant,  
Lee Nikiforuk, ..Brant,  

Bonnie Maich,.... Brant, 
Marion McClure 
,....Brant,  
and guests:  
Charlotte Rensen, Mary 
...and me, Hope 

 
 
 

Welcome . . . 
 To our new RWTO members who joined us on February 10th for our Friendship 

Luncheon 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Second Annual Special Outreach Project 2016 

  

 In the spirit of 'Caring and Sharing', our ‘Second Annual Special Outreach 
Project’, awarded $500 to a single mother for car repair to drive to numerous 
doctor's appointments for herself, and two Autistic sons. Congratulations to 
our recipient, and our very best wishes to you and your family from RWTO 

Hamilton-Wentworth! 

         Hope Leon, President & Chair,...'Special Outreach Project 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Friendship Fashion Show 
 

A shout out to our Fashionista Models to thank them for volunteering to 

strut their stuff at our Modella's Fashion Show.  

They did a great job of showing off some amazing and versatile clothing 

pieces.  These items are easy wear and care...and travel well! Nice to know 

that brave and beautiful ladies come in all shapes and sizes!   

         

 Kudos to Anita Thierry and Faigie Fisher of the Westdale Modella store for 

lending us their clothing and expertise. A reminder to those who attended 

the luncheon, your coupon for savings at Modella's is only good for the 

Westdale location and it expires on March 15th. You must present the 

coupon at the store to receive the discount. Please note, the 1053 King St.W store is open on Sundays but closed on 

Saturdays. Would you like to attend one of Modella's fashion shows? See the information at the end of this newsletter.  

Straight from the runway at Michelangelo’s we present . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                                         
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Please take a bow . . . 

 
 
Lynn Anderton, Emily DeBenedictis, Theresa Randles, Modella Manager, Anita 

Thierry, Ann Ivol, Anna Iskat, Angela Sirrs, Hope Leon 

 



A Musical Request from Lynn and Adele 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello..    ...Its me 

I was wondering after all these years if you'd like to meet 

To go over everything 

They say time's supposed to be fun 

But we can't be the only ones ....to decide 

 

Hello,   ... can you hear me 

I'm in Florida dreaming about who used to entertain us 

When we were younger at our lunches 

When we had others from the world at our feet 

 

There's such a difference between us 

And a million miles 

 

So hello from the southern side 

I haven't called a thousand times 

To tell you that we would welcome your help 

The Entertainment Committee has room on their shelf  

Not for a Grammy,    but a new member or two 

To meet twice a year and help us to choose 

 

Entertainers for the other side 

Ones to make us laugh and feel alive 

Your opinion could help us to make a good choice 

Volunteer and we will value your voice 

 

Hello from the other side 

I hope someone is still alive 

Call to offer to help this group out 

You will be glad you gave us a shout! 

 

Hello,.... It's me 

I was wondering after all these years if you'd like to meet 

To go over everything 

Answer questions, soothe your fears 

Its not a job that requires any tears 

You'll have fun, I just know it 

You'll be happy helping out a little bit 

Send a message, set it sail                 

To  rwto.lynn@gmail  Hello? 

 

 

 

Outreach 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A GIGANTIC THANK YOU to all the ladies who attended 

the Friendship luncheon.  We were able to raise $2229 to 

help the Syrian Refugees settle in this area. We appreciate 

everyone's items for the silent auction, the generous 

envelope donations and the 50/50 draw purchases.  As was 

stated this money will be divided between St. James 

Anglican Church, Dundas for their family of 14 and 

Westdale's group of United Churches for their extended 

family of 18.  An exceptionally great donation.  Thank you 

one and all. Your continued "caring and sharing" exceeds 

all expectations. 

  

Just a reminder that the May breakfast will have a collection 

of school supplies which will go to Wesley Urban Ministries 

for the children in the area, including the refugees in their 

care.  Cash donations will be split between Bob Kemp 

Hospice and the Alzheimer's Society. Please bring your 

used books for a summer reading exchange.   See you in 

May.  Mary McCracken, outreach convenor 

Mary 
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A Fascinating Fascinator Workshop! 

 

If you would enjoy dressing up with a hat or fascinator for our 

Diamond Jubilee High Tea, then you might want to sign up for our 

"Fascinating Workshop"! 
 

Bring a hat you would like to embellish, or a hairband with ribbon, 

flowers, feathers etc., and create your own unique chapeau!  We will 

have a few hot glue guns, some silk flowers and assorted trinkets. We 

will have a couple people on hand to advise and assist. Have your 

colour scheme in mind and bring along your base hat or hairband. 

There are many inexpensive finds at the dollar store that you can 

select from. The photo is only one of many ideas. 

 

A Fascinating Workshop 

Monday, March 21st  9 to 12 

Fortino's Community Room 

Main St. West 
 

If demand is great enough, we could run an afternoon session as well. 

To sign up, contact Lynn Anderton at rwto.lynn@gmail.com 

(905) 308-1133 

 

Thank you to members Sandie Bender and Lynn Gillie, who have agreed to audit our 2015-16 

Financial Statement that will be sent to Provincial. 

Thank you also to Lynn Gillie who has put her name forward for the executive position of 

member-at-large. 

 

 

Events Payment Reminders 

 
Make all cheques payable to RWTO Hamilton-Wentworth Branch. 
Check and double check the date on your cheque.  Cheques should be dated 
no later than 2 weeks before the event. 
Your payment is your reservation to the event. 

Please have ONE person make reservations for your entire group.  

mailto:rwto.lynn@gmail.com


Happy Anniversary to us!!  
Hope you are all planning to attend the event of the decade, 
our very special Diamond Jubilee High Tea Gala! You will 
enjoy a short RWTO Retrospective Through the Decades 
presentation. We have planned for interesting displays, 
including items from the archives and letters from Hamilton-
schooled celebrities who wrote about inspirational teachers they 

had here in the Hamilton Wentworth area. We have a few surprises up our sleeves as well. 
Hopefully you will have the chance to mingle and visit with many present and past 
members you know from 1:00 to 2:00 during our social hour. 

Following our short presentation at 2:00 we will enjoy background classical music by a 
flute and harp duo, Lyracana, while you enjoy your High Tea celebration and visiting with 
friends. 

Please note, this is not a “lunch” venue, so be prepared for “High Tea” Timing. Sandwiches, 
scones and pastries will be served from 2:30 to 4:00. 

Our venue at the Princess Ballroom will be beautiful, memorabilia will be interesting, food -
delectable, music-elegant, friendship warm and fun. Do come and enjoy the celebration!!! 

Thank you to those few who volunteered to offer “Sunshine Service” to elderly members. We 
would like every member to be able to attend, if possible! We really need more volunteers in 
this area. If you can help, please contact me at rwto.lynn@gmail.com. 

Please make your reservations for this event asap, as monies must be in by March 30th. 
Cheques for this event should be dated for April 1st, as the event falls in our next fiscal 
year for RWTO. Table reservations for groups are available. We ask that your group 
register together to make our task easier. Please let Pinky know of dietary restrictions. 

Whether you choose to come in “Smart Casual” attire or “Decked out like Downton” is up 
to you. Want to wear gloves and a hat or fascinator.. ... fascinating!!!!. If not, you will 
still have fun, fun, fun!!! 

Lynn 

mailto:rwto.lynn@gmail.com


 



 



 



Message Board 

 
Art Appreciation Group  

Tues., March 22 Dundas Museum and Archives Tour 

On Tuesday March 22, arrangements have been made for the 
Art Appreciation Group to visit the Dundas Museum and 
Archives for a 1 pm tour. We will first tour the Educational Art 
Gallery where Judith Cran’s Art Exhibition entitled “A Hamilton 
Artist Travels from East to West” has been hung. It includes 
about 35 of her pastel paintings from her travels in Canada 
and north eastern United States. Then we will tour the 
Feature Gallery that is showing “Treasures from the Vault”, the Dundas Museum’s 60th anniversary. This exhibit, 
curated from the Museum’s collection by members of the community, will present a wide array of artifacts and archival 
pieces collected over the last 60 years by the Dundas Museum. There is no charge for this tour but it is suggested that a 
$5 donation each would be well appreciated. (of course you can also visit the rest of the museum as well) 

Judith Cran attended several of our Art Appreciation Events the last couple of years. Judith has had her beautiful 
paintings displayed at both the AGH where her work has been selected for the Women’s Art Show and several times at 
Art in the Workplace at Innovation Park. She also plays the violin beautifully and will have her CD playing as we tour her 
exhibit. Judith is hoping to join us at the museum but unfortunately this past fall, learned that she has Multiple Myeloma 
and is at present undergoing chemo and dialysis. Her immune system is a bit fragile but really hopes to see us on the 
22nd. 

The Winchester Arms Restaurant 120 King St W, Dundas has also been booked for 11:30 for those who are interested in 
having lunch first. It is conveniently only 1 short block from the Dundas Museum and Archives. Circle March 22nd on 
your calendar to join us. Watch for rsvp email in mid-March if you plan to attend. 

Thurs. April 7th Dundas Valley School of Art Auction Preview 

For those who are interested, reservations for 11:30 will be made for lunch at the Bangkok Spoon in Dundas. This is a 

short walk or drive to the Dundas Valley Art Gallery. The preview is open to the public for free, to see exhibits on display 

and members can participate in the silent auction if they wish. Save the Date! Watch for rsvp email at end of March if 

you plan to attend.  

 

Hamilton Art Gallery Tour 

Thanks for the photo, Margherita 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Monday Matinee Movie  
 

We are a most flexible group:  
When your schedule permits,  
join us at Silvercity Ancaster  
for the 1pm Ancaster Film Fest 
movie.  
After the movie, all are welcome  

at Kelseys for a post-film chat and nibble. 

 
You will receive a reminder the week before 
the film. 
The upcoming film dates are: 
Monday March 7 - Mustang 1pm. 
Monday April 4 - tba 
Monday April 18 - tba.  
Monday May 2 - tba 
For more information, contact: 
Louise (289) 239-9433 louisepatenall@yahoo.ca 
Mardie (905) 527-6075 mardiepan@gmail.com 

 
 

 
RWTO Theatre Group:  
 
This group meets 4 times a year to  
attend a quality matinee performance  
at the Players' Guild of Hamilton,  
80 Queen St. South. The tickets are $25. 
Our last play for this season is the musical  
 

 
Cabaret - April 29, 2016 - 2pm 
(Libretto by Joe Masteroff, 
 Music by Kander and Ebb). 
For tickets call the box office  
at (905) 529-0284  
and mention that you are an RWTO member. 
For more information, please contact  

Ellizabeth at (905) 575-7859 elizmooney@gmail.com or Mardie (905) 527-6075 mardiepan@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
WEST EUCHRE 
Monday March 28 and April 25th 
Fortinos 
1579 Main St. W. 
Lunch at Noon; Cards at 1 p.m. 
Contact Jeanette  
at Jeanette.24@icloud.com 

 

EUCHRE EAST 
Meet us at Teddy's, Main St in Grimsby 
Noon for lunch & then euchre & lots of laughs 
Thurs., March 10 & Thurs., April 14. 
Lynn 905-309-4438 

 
 

 

 

 

HW-RWTO 

Scrapbooking Group 
 

Every 3rd Tuesday of the month. 

Locations vary.  Projects vary. 

March and April will be at the  

 

Main West Fortinos Community 

Room; 11am-3pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and see what scrapbooking  

is all about (more than pictures and paper). 

For more information please contact  

Liz Verrall verrall@sympatico.ca 

101 Broad Leaf Cres. 

Ancaster, ON, L9G3T6 

905 648 2808

tel:%28289%29%20239-9433
mailto:louisepatenall@yahoo.ca
tel:%28905%29%20527-6075
mailto:mardiepan@gmail.com
tel:%28905%29%20529-0284
tel:%28905%29%20575-7859
mailto:elizmooney@gmail.com
tel:%28905%29%20527-6075
mailto:mardiepan@gmail.com
mailto:Jeanette.24@icloud.com
tel:905-309-4438
mailto:verrall@sympatico.ca


 

Knitting/Crocheting Group                             

Our crafters have been very productive. In the last month, 14 blankets were donated to Food for 

Children and 12 to Interval House. Come and join us in conversation, laughter, lunch, knitting 

squares, joining squares, crocheting edges, and helping others in our community. We are a 

friendly group. You will be welcomed. 

Fortino's Community Room 

2nd floor,1579 Main Street West 

12:30 - 3:00 pm - 4th Tuesday each month  March 22, 2016 

         April 26, 2016 

      May 24, 2016

 
 

Golf Interest Group 
 
Our planning meeting  
will be on Wednesday, April 27  
at 10:30 at Williams on Discovery Drive.  
 
 

 
Hope to see you there.  
Can't wait to start swinging again. 
Danielle  
Please note: Our RWTO Golf Tournament  
will take place in June. 
A blurb will be sent out closer to the time

 
 

BUMPER BABES BOWLING...'6TH' 

Season! 
 
 Tuesday March 22nd, 2016 
       ... ***change of day! 
          11:00am., social.. 
    11:30 am.,...games begin!  
  
 

         @ Mountain Lanes, 
        335 Upper Wentworth at Concession 

               
 
 

 
 
Contact Hope: hleon@bserv.com 

                   905- 528- 2348 

  

Next Date: Tuesday April 
19th... ***change of day! 

 

 

 

 

Lunch Bunch 

 

 

Here are the  dates: 

 

 

 

 

 

April 5 

Brux.House 

137 Locke St., S. Hamilton 

(905) 527-2789 

 

May 3 

Lemon Grass 

1300 Garth St., Hamilton 

(905) 574-3932 

 

June 14 

Café Troy 

2290 Hwy 5, Troy  

(519) 647-2117 

mailto:hleon@bserv.com
tel:905-%20528-%202348


 

Mohawk Trail Interest Group 
 

Two planning groups have been                                                                                           

preparing the curriculum 

for Grade 3 classes to visit 

in the fall.   

Volunteers are needed 

once or twice a month, to 

play the role of 1882 school teachers during these visits. 

We also need a group of volunteers to help one Sunday 

afternoon a month, to open the school museum to the 

public. 

Volunteers may be from the Public or Catholic School 

systems. Please see the information in the Community 

section of this newsletter. 

Linda Sargeant  905-575-3831 

rwto.linda@gmail.com 

 

iPad Interest 

Group 
 

A change of plans for March & April! 

(switching the events) 

At Fortinos 1579 Main St.West 10-noon  

Thurs. March 24th    

“Artistic Creations” with Liz Verrall 

Thurs. April 14th    

“Comunicating with the Outside World”, iMessage, 

Facetime, Fongo, Skype, Facebook 

May 19th, June 16th TBD 

Linda Sargeant  905-575-3831    rwto.linda@gmail.com 

  

  

  

  

 

Luncheon! 

  

  

mailto:rwto.linda@gmail.com
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Community 
Beyond the Valley Studio Tour 
 

 
The 2nd oldest continuing studio tour in Ontario will have its Spring show: 
Saturday, May 28th – Sunday, May 29th    10 -5 
With 8 studios open, 14 artists will be presenting their work: 
Pottery Jewelry Glass Wood Painting 
Please visit the website at: 
www.beyondthevalley.ca 

 

 

Modella Ladies Wear in Westdale is having an in house 

Spring Fashion Show on Tues., March 8th at 7 pm. You may 

want to call the store for reservations as seating is limited. If 

you plan to go to shop, with your coupon, please note, they will 

be busy these two nights! 

 

http://www.beyondthevalley.ca/


 


