
 
 
 

 

What a lovely autumn it has been!  I 
took a country drive and still see the 

boldly coloured wheat, gold and red leaves high up 
against the backdrop of a blue-grey cloudy sky … 
beautiful!  I think it’s ingrained in teachers that fall is 
a time of high energy and hope.  
A special thank you to Linda Sargeant for her 
extraordinary hard work in heading up the “Be Our 
Guest” event, which was a great success again this 
year!  The room buzzed with joy and excitement.  
Friends and colleagues mingled and new members 
were warmly welcomed by all.  What a great way to 
start the Membership Year! 
Everyone enjoyed a good time and fabulous food at 
the Harvest Luncheon!  Please see the pics below!  
Terry Kennedy, RWTO/OERO Insurance Broker, 
gave an informed workshop about the no refusal 
“Open Window” Insurance Plan, which closes 
November 15th for members and their spouses.  
Thank you to Nancy Hodson and Judy Taylor for 
arranging the workshop.  Ursula Vanderploeg, 
Branch Treasurer, presented a detailed 2014-2015 
Proposed Budget, which was accepted 
unanimously by the members present.  Thank you, 
Ursula!  
At our last Executive Meeting, a motion was passed 
to establish a Special Outreach Project committee, 
chaired by Hope Leon.  The committee worked 
expeditiously and in a couple of weeks a very well 
thought out plan was accepted by the Executive 
and underway!  Once a year, a deserving local 
cause, submitted by one of our members, will 
receive a onetime donation of $500 to help offset 
their financial needs.  It will be presented to the 
recipient(s) at the Friendship Luncheon.  You may 
access more details and the application form at 
www.rwto.org/branches/hamiltonwentworth.asp     
 
 

 
 
At the 2014 Convention/AGM, a vote to offer 
RWTO/OERO membership to Educational  
Assistants was deferred to a Provincial ad hoc 
committee.  The committee mandate is to study the 
impact and implications of including other retired 
women in education in our RWTO Membership.  
More to come!   
Please don’t forget to get your tickets for 
“Christmas at the Station.”  The venue is beautiful 
and festive! The food is great!  We will listen to 
beautiful Christmas songs!  And, you will get a 
chance to meet Marilyn Emmett, our Provincial 
President, who will be attending and speaking. 
I wish everyone a most joyful and peaceful 
Christmas with family and friends! 

Learn from other people.  Everyone you meet knows 
something you don’t. 

 

Celebration at the Station  
Wednesday, December 3, 2014,   

Liuna Station 360 James St. N. Hamilton 
       Social Hour 11:30 am – Lunch 12:15 pm 
We are now in the King George Ballroom on the lower 
level.  Parking is also on the lower level with entry on 

John Street.  Easy entry. 
 

Provincial President  

  Marilyn Emmett  

 will be our guest. 
 
 

Please make your cheque for $35 out to:  ‘RWTO 
Hamilton-Wentworth Branch’   and send directly to:  
Sandie Bender 78 Gage St S. Hamilton, On L8M 3C9     
                       289 389-5799 sbender1@cogeco.ca 
 

Winter warm-ups of Hats, Mitts and Scarves. 

Collection for the Women’s Shelters 

Entertainment: Theatre Ancaster Chorus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          
  

                               Special Outreach Project 

“RITCHIE, Janet (nee England) Sadly, Janet Ritchie passed away on Saturday, September 20, 2014. 
She was surrounded by her loving family and friends in the comfort of St. Peter's Hospital. She will be 
missed by her two beloved daughters, Heather and Allison … and her cherished cat Boo... Of utmost 
importance to [Janet] were her devoted lifelong friends Jody Wood, Pat McLeish, Sharon Crawford, Pat 
Cooper and Nancy Purich. … Janet was a proud member [of RWTO] and in her retirement she enjoyed 
playing bridge. and was an active member of the Hamilton Bridge Club. She touched the lives of several 
people throughout her life and will be missed by many in her circles of friends.”  
(Excerpt from The Hamilton Spectator)  

http://www.rwto.org/branches/hamiltonwentworth.asp
mailto:sbender1@cogeco.ca
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OUTREACH - A great big thank you! 

The CAS and 
CCAS 
organizations 
express their 
gratitude for your 
continuous 
generosity. We 
were able to send 
them each 3 
boxes of toys and 
books to enrich 
the lives of their 
children.     

   A cheque of $318 was also given. Thank you one    
   And all. Mary McCracken, Outreach Convenor 

 
 

Dunfield Theatre Event 
       Wednesday April 22, 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Our new Goodwill Reps, Eileen and Peppy would appreciate your contacting 

them with information about any members who have passed away or who would benefit from a 
condolence, or get-well card. Contact: Eileen – 905 387-4629 eileenc@quickclic.net   
or Peppy -905 627-1289     jtew@sympatico.ca   

 
                                                                            

Your editor needs your help to create a catchy 
name for our newsletter.  Please put on your 

thinking caps and send ideas by Nov. 1 to 
mardiepan@gmail.com . 

 
A prize will be awarded for the winning entry. 

In keeping with RWTO's 'Caring and Sharing' 
motto, the Hamilton-Wentworth Branch of 
RWTO has established a 'Special Outreach 
Project'. Once a year, a deserving local cause 
submitted by one of our members, will receive 
a one-time donation of $500 to help offset their 
financial needs. The donation will be presented 
at the Friendship Luncheon. 

 Submissions must meet the following criteria:  

*be for a local recipient 
*be for an individual, family, or community 
project                    
*be an immediate or ongoing financial need 
*not be a registered charity 
*be submitted by an RWTO H-W member  
*be received by December 10th, 2014 

To find the application form click on this link,  
http://www.rwto.org/branches/hamiltonwent
worth.asp and scroll down the page. 
For printed application forms or more 
information, contact:  
Hope Leon (905) 528-2348 hleon@bserv.com 
 

The playbill for our outing on Wednesday 
April 22, 2015, will be announced shortly. 
This RWTO event promises to be an 
exciting day with lunch, escorted theatre 
tour, and play, with the option of outlet 
shopping before or after. Stay tuned! 

mailto:eileenc@quickclic.net
mailto:jtew@sympatico.ca
mailto:mardiepan@gmail.com
http://www.rwto.org/branches/hamiltonwentworth.asp
http://www.rwto.org/branches/hamiltonwentworth.asp
mailto:hleon@bserv.com


      
                           

         
 

 

                                                                    

Be Our Guest 
The September 22 event, Be 
Our Guest, was a huge 
success.  Approximately 130 
ladies (about one third were 
non-members who had 
recently retired or were 
brought as guests) gathered 
to greet old friends and make 
new ones.  Interest group 
leaders showcased the wide 
variety of opportunities 
available to RWTO Hamilton-
Wentworth members.  An 
introductory ice-breaker 
proved to be well received.  
According to an attendee, 
“the game at the beginning 
was good because you met a 
lot of fellow members”.  After 
visiting the booths and 
enjoying some delicious food, 
a number of prizes were 
presented.  One member 
commented, “Fun event.  I 
love consumable prizes – 
easily used.”  The evaluation 
forms supported the positive 
atmosphere of camaraderie 
that was evident all 
afternoon. Some ladies 
commented: 

   
 Great organization, super 
event! 
Wonderful and so much fun.  
Thank you. 

 Well organized.  A great way 
to get the newbies and oldies 
together. 
Lovely!  A fantastic day, 
thank you. 
So interesting and a great 
chance to make friends.      

        Continued on Pg. 3 
 



      
 

 

 

                                              
 
 
 
 

 Be Our Guest is a 
wonderful start to the 
new year.  As a newly 
retired teacher last 
year I found it so 
welcoming.  This year 
I enjoyed the same 
welcoming 
atmosphere and 
gracious spirit.  Many 
thanks.         
Thanks so much.  
Relaxing and well 
presented.   
Wonderful to meet 
and see new and old 
friends. 
A great afternoon.        
Thank you for all of       
your hard work.  

 

The donations of 
toiletry items (filling 
the trunks of two 
vehicles), for the 
Walk-In Closets at St.   
Thomas More and 
Nora Frances 
Henderson (Barton) 
High Schools were 
greatly appreciated. 
An article about them 
was written for the on-
line version of the 
Mountain News.  

Be Our Guest displayed 
our motto of “caring and 
sharing”.  As a result 
branch membership 
increased.  To those 
who attended:  Thanks 
for being our guests.                                    
Editor’s Note:  
Thank you for the pictures 
and collages, Linda. 

   
 

 



      
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Editor’s note:  Thank you Jan for the beautiful photos. 
 



      
 

            

           

 

NEW GROUP 

Our RWTO branch is looking for 
players who enjoy casual 

        CONTRACT BRIDGE.   

Please contact Sandie Bender if you are interested 
in joining in.  289-389-799 or sbender1@cogeco.ca 

 
 

Bumper Babes Bowling 
 ... Our "5th" year of fun 
Wednesday November 19th! 
 @ Mountain Lanes - 905- 574- 8974 

 335 Upper Wentworth @ Concession 
 11:00 am. social/ 11:30am. Games begin 
         ** New members most welcome! 

December’s date: Wednesday December 17th!       
 

Garden Club 

We are planning an outing to the 
Mum Show on Thursday November 
6th.  The show opens at 10:00 a.m. 

We were thinking of going at 11:00 and then 
out for lunch at the Black Forest at noon.  
Please let Elaine or Gillian know if you plan to 
attend.  Cost is $6.50 adults, $5.50 for seniors. 
Any members interested in a Christmas/winter 
urn insert workshop at Satellite Gardens.  If we 
get 12 we can book a private class, otherwise 
we can join in with another class.  Cost is 
$39.99. 
They are also offering a centrepiece workshop 
for $24.99. 
Let Elaine or Gillian know as soon as possible 
as classes fill up quickly. 
We are also looking for someone to take over 
as the group contact person.  
Elaine 905 648-5910 or Gillian 905 385-6882 

 

 

Lunch Bunch 

Nov. 4       Southcote on Ryan Road 
Dec. 2       LA Piazza on James S. 

 
 

East End Euchre (Grimsby) 
For a very enjoyable afternoon, come 
and join us every 4th THURSDAY of the 

month at Teddy's on Main St. in 
Grimsby.  We meet at 12:30 p.m. and have 

a delicious soup/sandwich lunch ($5.99) 
before playing cards. For further information, please 
contact Sue sueduncan55@gmail.com      or  
Lynn (ldjg1999@gmail.com 
 
 

Euchre (West End) - Monday 

October 27th 
Fortinos 905-308-9520 

1579 Main Street West (Upper Level) 
Come have Some "Boo-tiful" Hallowe'en 

fun at our Euchre Get Together. Lunch at Noon - 
Hallowe'en Fun Time begins at 1 p.m. 
Please keep your purchase receipts to hand in  
 You are encouraged to wear black and/or orange 
costume if you dare! Pins and accessories are nice 
too! 
 Bring some small treats to share with about 4 
people (encouraged to buy them at Fortinos)  
Prizes: You are welcome to donate a fun, useful, 
practical, small prize wrapped. Prize donations are 
optional!  It can be a prize that you no longer need 
or want but would be someone else's treasure!   
e.g. of a prize: food item, toiletries etc. 
 Any questions, comments or concerns please 
contact Jeanette at jeanette.24@icloud.com 
Your feedback is always appreciated 
Upcoming Euchre DATES: 
Monday November 24th and Monday December 
29th  
Burger Specials at Collins Brewhouse 
Restaurant - 33 King St. Dundas –  
Lunch at Noon/ Cards 1 p.m.  
Contact jeanette.24@icloud.com  for more info. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:289-389-799
mailto:sbender1@cogeco.ca
mailto:sueduncan55@gmail.com
mailto:ldjg1999@gmail.com
tel:905-308-9520
mailto:jeanette.24@icloud.com
mailto:jeanette.24@icloud.com


      
  
 

 

 

 Scrapbooking                                 
3rd Thurs of month. 
November meeting: “Effective 
Titles” by Maureen 

December meeting: Card Kits and pot luck 
lunch 
For time and place contact Liz – 
verrall@sympatico.ca or 905 648-2808 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Theatre Group – “All My Sons” 
                                    December 29 2pm. 
                                Players Guild of Hamilton 
                                     For more information, please       
                                     contact Elizabeth        
                                     905-575-7859          
                                     elizmooney@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MOVIE Group -  
November 3, 2014 
Silvercity Ancaster 1pm. 

Film title TBA.  Please contact Mardie at 
mardiepan@gmail.com to receive an email update. 
       

  iPad 

Thurs. Nov. 20th 10-12 
Fortinos 1579 Main St. W  

                   Upper Room – Accessible. 
The iPad is the best senior toy ever invented! 
So, whether you are an iPad techie, or still 
searching for the ON button, this is the group 
for you! We are a warm and friendly social 
group that just happens to learn some new 
skills along the way. New members are most 
welcome!  If you have any questions or a 
suggestion for a topic, please contact 
Linda rwto.linda@gmail.com    
(905) 575-3831    *No meeting in December.  
 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following items are NOT RWTO events.  Your community notice may 
be included in our next newsletter, if emailed to:  Mardie, mardiepan@gmail.com by the 
20th Of December, 2014.            NEW:  Please limit your blurb to:  
The name of the event and organization, contact information and pertinent details.         
                                          __________________________________________________________________ 

Grandmothers of Steel Event - Sunday, Nov. 2, 1:30 – 4:30 

McIntyre Theatre, Mohawk College, Fennell Campus 

Featuring  Rita Chiarelli - Poor Angus - Hamilton Aerial Group  - Hamilton Children’s Choir 
Tickets $30 - Students $15.00, Family package $80 (2 adults, 2 children) – 

* 10% off block of 10 or more tickets 
905 765 5487, 905 659 7213, Bryan Prince Booksellers (cheque or cash) 

Online at http://www.eventbrite.ca/e/hamiltonarts-for-africa-tickets-12619101071?aff=es2&rank=0  
grandmothersofsteel.com    

Proceeds donated to the Stephen Lewis Foundation 

 

mailto:verrall@sympatico.ca
tel:905%20648-2808
mailto:mardiepan@gmail.com
mailto:rwto.linda@gmail.com
tel:%28905%29%20575-3831
http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fequipetonus.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F08%2FScrapbooking.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fequipetonus.com%2Fscrapbooking%2F&h=1670&w=1683&tbnid=qTWeyVuXy0amLM%3A&zoom=1&docid=FKmL6hwiHUefJM&hl=en&ei=-tFMVL7FLZa0yASuqYH4Bg&tbm=isch&ved=0CFEQMygVMBU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=2703&page=1&start=0&ndsp=36
mailto:mardiepan@gmail.com
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