
President’s Message RWTO Save The Date
Arlene Vietch

With the lazy, hazy days of summer now upon us, it is my hope 
that you have been able to enjoy some time in our great Canadian 
outdoors, after our typically unpredictable winter and spring. 
When we meet again, it will be at our Fall Luncheon, which will be 
a celebration of Canada’s 150th Birthday. Come one, come all, but 
be sure to come dressed in red and white. Throw fashion caution to 
the wind! Dare to wear white after Labour Day! As Canadians, we 
have so many reasons to be thankful.

I am very proud to be your new president, and am looking forward 
to working with the newly elected board. A big welcome goes out 
to our newest board members, Suzanne DeFroy, our treasurer, and 
Marg Ferris, our Issues and Concerns Convenor.

 In addition to welcoming new board members, we have even more 
reasons to be excited. Not only will Kathy Gallagher continue as 
both our branch’s and Provincial’s Website Convenor, but we have 
added another member at the Provincial level. Karen Clark-Lauzon 
is the new Provincial Second Vice-President. How wonderful to 
have two of our members on the Provincial board!

Special thanks go out to two ladies who have served our branch 
tirelessly for many years. Gayle Broad is stepping down as 
treasurer, but will still be helping the social committee with their 
finances. Thank you, Gayle, for your many years of loyal service. 
Val Luscott has finished her term as Area 3 Director, but will 
still be our Goodwill Convenor. Thank you, Val, for helping not 
only the Windsor/Essex Branch, but also all of Area 3 to run so 
smoothly.

It is my hope to see as many of you as I can at upcoming events. 
Bring a friend! Experience our many activities! To help you keep 
track of upcoming dates, this newsletter will feature some new 
sections. The RWTO “Save the Date” will list upcoming events. 
The actual details of those events will appear later in the newsletter, 
where necessary. The RTO “Save the Date” will feature their 
upcoming events, which should assist those of you who belong to 
both organizations. A brand-new feature will be our “Community 
Save the Date”. We invite you to submit any activities that you 
think would be of interest to our members. Yours in caring and 
sharing --- Arlene
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RWTO Windsor - Essex Branch
Caring and Sharing
www.rwto.org/branches/windsor_essex.asp

Sept. 7th, 2017 Breakfast - 9:00 am - County Diner

Sept. 26th, 2017 Fall Luncheon - 11 am - St. John 
Hall, Woodslee

Oct. 4th, 2017 Quarter Auction - 6:30 pm - Church 
of the Atonement

Oct. 5th, 2017 Breakfast - 9:00 am - County Diner

Oct. 10th, 2017 Executive Meeting - 9:30 am - 
WFCU

Oct. 25-26, 2017 Guys and Dolls St. Jacobs Trip - leave 
7 am 

Nov. 2nd, 2017 Breakfast - County Diner

Nov. 14th, 2017 Executive Meeting - 9:30 am - 
WFCU

Dec. 5th, 2017 Christmas Luncheon - Ciociaro Club 

Dec. 7th, 2017 Breakfast - 9:00 am - County Diner

Initiative Rewards Activities
Breakfast: 9:00 am, first Thursday of each month at The 

County Diner,corner of Manning and County Rd. 42 
(Airport Rd.)

Exec Meetings:  9:30 am, second Tues. of Oct., Nov., 
WFCU, 2800 Tec. Rd. E. 

Fall Luncheon: Sept. 26th – details in this newsletter
Quarter Auction:  October 4th - details in this 

newsletter
Overnight Trip: October 25th – 26th
Christmas Luncheon:  December 5th - Details to follow



RTO Save The Date Community Save The Date

Sept. 5 #%#%% to the Bell--Dominion Golf 
Course  8:30 am

Sept. 12 Breakfast Club-- Johns Place--
Paquette Corners - 9:30 am

Sept. 25 Golf Tournament- Rochester golf 
course - 9:00 am

Oct. 2 RTO Executive Meeting

Oct. 11 Fun n Fellowship- Royal 
Marquis.-1:30 pm

Oct. 12 Breakfast Club- The Sandwich Nook 
-384 Manning-9:30 am

Oct. 19 RTO Presentation - St Thomas

Oct. 22--25 RTO Senate- Toronto

Nov. 1 -RTO District 7 Fall Luncheon--
Caboto Club-11:00 am

Nov. 9 - Breakfast Club-  Route 42 Diner- 
2825 Co. Road 42-9:30 am

Nov. 21 Great Lakes Crossing Trip-Auburn 
Hills Mich.-7:30am--9:00pm

Dec. 2 -RTO Executive Meeting

Dec. 6 (tentative) - Grand Theatre 
London-A Christmas Carol

Dec. 14 Breakfast Club-Jerry and Jenny’s 
Diner-11256 Tecumseh Rd E  9:30am

Sept. 16th, 2017 14th Annual & Final Durocher 
Charity Golf Tournament, Rochester 
Place Golf Club - Belle River - 8 am 
to 4:30 pm    Benefiting Transition 
to Betterness and Windsor Cancer 
Centre Foundation

Sept. 24th, 2017 Windsor Essex Kidney Walk - 
Leamington  8:30 am to 12:30 pm

Oct. 1st, 2017  Sandwich Heritage Walk - 2 - 4 pm

Oct. 13th, 2017  38th Annual Benefit Gala for the 
Hospice     Caboto Club - 6 pm

Oct. 28th, 2017  Annual Knights of Dinner for the 
Hospice  - Atonement Family Centre 
- 6 pm

Oct. 30th to Nov. 5th, 2017  - WIFF - Windsor 
International Film Festival

Nov. 11th, 2017 Mingle for Mental Health - An 
Evening With Four Time Olympian 
Silken Laumann. Enjoy live music, 
raffles, silent auctions, cocktails, 
appetizers, and a delicious dinner. 
Reserve tickets at 519-258.0484 - 
Caboto Club - 5:30 pm to 11:55 pm

Nov. 29th, 2017  - Caesars ARTILICIOUS - food 
samplings, art selections: sponsored 
by the Kidney Foundation. ‘Call to 
Artists’ online applications www.
kidney.ca/windsoressex are due 
by August 28th for any interested 
members. Please note that our own 
Debbie Powell has participated as an 
artist/photographer.

Members, please submit any events you think would be 
of interested to the ladies or RWTO.



In Memoriam

Since our last newsletter we have lost two long-time members of our branch.
 

 

  Frances McNaughton   Jean Johns
  1922-June 10, 2017 1925-July 8, 2017

 God looked around his garden
 And saw an empty space.
 Then he looked down here on earth,
 And saw your loving face.
 
 He put his arms around you,
 And lifted you to rest.
 His garden must be beautiful,
 He only picks the best.
 

 In life we loved you dearly,
 In death we love you still.
 In our hearts you hold a special place,
 No one else can fill.
 
 It broke our hearts to lose you,
 But you did not go alone.
 For part of us went with you,
 The day God took you home.
 

 These ladies will be dearly missed but not forgotten.

A new children’s book has been donated by RWTO/OERO, Windsor-Essex Branch, in memory of these deceased 
members, to the local branch of the public library in the area where each member resided or taught school.

Tea Tea Tea!

To every June there is a season, a season for our special 
TEA PARTY to celebrate our awesome 80 + ladies! Our 
bevy of beauties came with their dazzling hats, match-
ing outfits, smiles and amazing wit!
As always, it was a time to bond with games, songs, 
lunch and fellowship. The ambiance within the dining 
room at Seasons Royal Oak Village in LaSalle was as 
sunny and bright as the weather outside
A very sincere “Thank You” to the many members of 
our RWTO who came out to help us in a myriad of 

ways to make this annual event one of the highlights on 
our calendar.
To each 80 + guest, thank you for joining us on June 
19th.  All of you continue to inspire us with your ener-
getic zest for life.
Stay healthy and happy.
We hope to enjoy your company again at the Fall lun-
cheon in September.
God Bless you, Your Social Committee



Marg Ferris 

Camaraderie

The term camaraderie is thought to have originated 
with the soldiers at war who strived to keep each other’s 
spirits upbeat despite the difficulties of their situation. 
Camaraderie with fellow teachers throughout our 
teaching careers often transcended the classroom and is 
still evident each day within the many activities of the 
RWTO. It is because of this feeling of friendship and 
community that I chose to accept the position of Issues 
and Concerns Convenor for this year. It was suggested 
by a particularly dear comrade after the very successful 
convention last year.  A heartfelt thank you to Pat 
Wales who has dedicated her time and talents to this 
position over the past several years and who has given 
me the information and encouragement to take up the 
gauntlet. 

So, my RWTO comrades, this topic raises a question? 
Wouldn’t you enjoy reconnecting with former teaching 
comrades? Do you remember those individuals whose 
mutual support and friendship helped you survive in 
the trenches of the educational system? Perhaps the 
suggestions from “How to Rekindle a Friendship” may 
be of some help. If you wish to locate a friend you’ve 
lost touch with, try talking to mutual friends or using 
internet searches of Facebook, Google or Linkedin.  
You could even use the trusty old phone book white 
pages. If you know the person’s email address, try 
sending an email or using Facebook messenger to set 
up a get-together.  Lives get hectic, even in retirement, 
but your friend may love the fact that you took the 
time to reconnect.  Just a thought - RWTO has some 
awesome, well-organized activities and trips that you 
might partake in together. Happy hunting and enjoy the 
camaraderie!

Here is a reminder to those members who have both 
RWTO Hospital and Home Care and the RTO/ERO or 
OTIP Extended Health Care Plan or other Extended 
Health coverage: where there is duplication of coverage 
under both plans, you can submit your claim to both 
insurers for reimbursement of your expenses. This is 
called Co-ordination of Benefits.  You would submit 
your claim to your primary insurer first (RTO/ERO, 
OTIP or your spousal plan) and when that claim is 
paid, you submit your Benefit Statement from that 
insurer with your RWTO Hospital and Home Care 
claim for reimbursement of the balance (up to the plan 
limits).
Terry Kennedy announced the results of her 
negotiations as follows:
1. The Profit Sharing Cheque was $75,239.94, the largest 
yet due to new members joining the plan.
2. There is no rate increase in the renewal of the plan 
again this year.
3. Cochlear Implants in the Hearing Aid Benefit are 
now included to the maximum of $200.00
4. Volunteer drivers (Cancer Society) are included in 
the Transportation Benefit. They will have a cap of 
$100.00 which is the amount the cancer patient has to 
pay the Cancer Society to arrange for treatments. 
5. Walking Poles are covered when prescribed by a 
physician and required for a medical condition (such as 
balance) under the Mobility Assistance Benefit to the 
current $150.00 maximum.
Please contact me or Terry Kennedy, our Broker, if you 
have questions or need assistance.
Marilyn Harvey     Terry Kennedy
519 944 3481        519 583 0098

Issues and Concerns

Goodwill

Insurance Report

During the period May 2016 until April 2017, our 
group sent out 445 greetings cards on your behalf.  
These include birthday, sympathy, get well and thinking 
of you cards. In addition, notes and seasonal greetings 
are sent to 90+ and shut-in members.

If you know of a member who needs a card, please con-
tact me at 519-839-4666 or at jddicker@hotmail.com. 

This will help us continue living out our motto of
Caring and Sharing.

Shirley Dicker   Assistant Goodwill 

Help us with Goodwill!

Please let us know your birth dates so that we can 
acknowledge them and include you in special 
events like our 80+ Tea.  If you don’t want to 
reveal your birth year, it’s up to you,  but you will 
be missing out on some of the fun!



For Advance Tickets contact:                                                                                         
    Linda White   OR  Arlene Veitch          
           (519) 969-7345           (519) 735-0306    
           lindaawhite@cogeco.ca  veitarle@hotmail.com 

Tickets $5.00  
This reserves your Bidding Paddle 
Four (4) rounds of bidding on various items from 
participating vendors.  Bids will range from 1 — 6 
quarters based on price of item.   A $0.50 bid 
could win you a $30 item.  Vendors will be      
available for you to purchase from also.    

Vendors to include:  

Avon   Mary Kay      Scentsy 
Just Jewelry    Sweet Legs 
Thirty-One     Sunset Gourmet 
The Little House of Cupcakes 

Quarter Auction Fundraiser 
Parish of the Atonement        2940 Forest Glade Dr. 

-  -  Wednesday, October 4th  -  - 
6:30pm Doors Open      7-10pm Auction 

RETIRED WOMEN TEACHERS OF ONTARIO 

50% of Profits to John McGivney Centre 

Grab a FRIEND or TWO and a few rolls of quarters and                
join us for an incredibly fun night !                                         

Lots of DOOR PRIZES                                      
Share The Wealth Draw 50% to Divine Mercy Food Bank 



A Book Of My Own

Ajax Convention Report

Mary Lou Killen, Secretary 

Once again, the board of directors of A Book of My 
Own Literacy Campaign would like to thank all the 
ladies who generously donated new children’s books 
or cheques at the May luncheon.  We also appreciate 
the RWTO volunteers who gave of their time to help 
organize the books for the annual Raise-a-Reader Book 
Sale in the late spring.  We had very little preparation 
time this year and their daily help was essential.  Thank 
you ladies.
Purchasing new quality books for the Christmas order 
has already started as the agencies will be asking for 
well over 2000 books again this year.  If you are able, a 
donation of a new children’s book or a monetary gift 
will be very much appreciated.

Mary Lou Killen
Recording Secretary for BOMO

Arlene Veitch

 Ajax - Follow the Dream

We were welcomed to the 61st Annual Convention with 
a gift of colourful tote bags, adorned with beautifully 
handcrafted dreamcatchers. The “Follow the Dream” 
theme was all encompassing throughout the Westney 
Ballroom, where each branch featured their retired 
members who followed their dreams after retirement. 
The articles were both fascinating and inspirational. 
Our Windsor/Essex branch spotlighted 3 members, 
Sandy Menard, who incorporates a great deal of volun-
teerism within her life, Kathy Gallagher, who is an ac-
complished photographer and webmaster, and Roberta 
DiLallo, who has travelled the world in the family’s 
sailboat. How’s that for following their dreams?

The Convention ran from Tuesday, June 6th through 
Thursday, June 8th. We were well represented by Gayle 
Broad, Suzanne DeFroy, Emy McBride, Jan Murphy 
and yours truly. Val Luscott also attended as the Area 3 
Director, and Kathy Gallagher, as the Provincial Com-
munications Website Convenor.

Upon our arrival, we had the opportunity to attend sev-
eral storefronts containing a wide variety of information 
on insurance, membership and the like. The Tuesday 
“Welcome Dinner” was fabulous, and featured scrump-
tious chicken caprice and a delightful apple crumble 
dessert. The evening was capped off with an innovative 
storytelling, involving a talented harpist and her equally 
accomplished oboist partner.

Following a hearty breakfast, Wednesday saw the begin-
ning of the Annual General Meeting. In all, five resolu-
tions were presented, four of which passed, with only 
Board Resolution #4 being defeated. Our branch was 
extremely proud and so happy that Karen Clark-Lauzon 
was nominated and elected to the position of Provincial 
Second Vice-President.

In the afternoon, many attendees had the opportunity 
to enjoy various tours and activities. The Gala Dinner 
began with the sound of bagpipes, as the head table was 
piped in by Shaona Stone, who began playing that tradi-
tional Scottish instrument at the tender age of 11.

The evening’s meal was once again fabulous! It consisted 
of a tantalizing Manhattan roast sirloin, and culminated 
with a pallet pleasing cheesecake. The Feather in Your 
Hat Awards, Honorary Membership Awards and the 
Barbara Bain Membership Awards were then presented. 
An entertaining singer, who had no problem getting the 
crowd to sing along, ended the enjoyable evening.

Thursday saw the continuation of the AGM, which be-
gan with a solemn and touching In Memoriam service. 
Terry Kennedy then gave the Manulife financial report, 
and Gloria Drake asked for the approval of the budget.

The culminating luncheon was a celebration in honour 
of our 90 plus ladies. Pasta primavera was served, and 
a delightful chocolate cheesecake added a satisfying 
finishing touch to the meal. The new board of directors 
was then installed. There were final remarks delivered 
by the outgoing President, the introduction of the in-
coming President, and the presentation of the gavel.

The Ajax Convention, hosted by Areas 5 & 7, ran very 
smoothly and reflected considerable effort and coor-
dination in its preparation. Next year, the torch will be 
passed to Area 1 and East Parry Sound. It will be held 
at the Nottawasaga Inn Resort, in Alliston, on June 5th 
through June 7th, 2018.

My initial RWTO/OERO convention experience came 
last year at our very own “Rally by the River”. Hosting a 
convention, with all the work involved, makes it virtu-
ally impossible to fully experience all that is offered. 
As a member of the decorating committee at that time, 
all I can remember is the constant whirlwind of activ-
ity preparing and disassembling the banquet hall. Not 
this time! At this year’s convention, I made it a point to 
network with as many members as I could, from various 
branches, and it proved to be a most valuable learning 
experience.



 

Honorary President Karen Clark-Lauzon 519-978-2834 kclark@jet2.net
Past President Janice Murphy  jmurphy26@cogeco.ca
President Arlene Veitch 519-735-0306 veitarle@hotmail.com
1st  Vice-President Linda White 519-969-7345 lindaawhite@cogeco.ca
2nd  Vice-President Patricia Wales  onefortune6@gmail.com
Recording Secretary Patricia Mulvey  mulveypatricia@hotmail.com
Treasurer Suzanne De Froy 519-819-6486 suzanne.defroy@gmail.com
  RWTO Windsor/Essex,
  c/o S. De Froy,
  910 Ducharme St., 
  Windsor, ON  N9G 1K9 
Assistant Treasurer Genny Rudzinski 519-944-1420 gennyrud@gmail.com
Insurance Marilyn Harvey 519-944-3481 merniesch@gmail.com

Committees

Membership Emy McBride 519-945-1380 emily.mcbride@sympatico.ca
 Chris Pastorius 519-956-8881 chrisann@cogeco.ca
Issues & Concerns Margaret Ferris 519-551-9519 margandlarry@yahoo.ca
Goodwill Val Luscott 519-839-5128 luscotts@gosfieldtel.com
Assistant Goodwill Shirley Dicker 519-839-4666 jddicker@hotmail.com
Assistant Goodwill Nancy McDonald 519-253-0425 
Archivist Trep (Rose Ann) Marentette 519-727-5648 trep28@hotmail.com
Newsletter  Deirdre Palamides 519-944-6119 rwtonewspaper@gmail.com
Website  Kathy Gallagher  519-948-9187 inniaudi@gmail.com
Social Lowanna Closs 519-735-0403 lowannacloss@gmail.com 
Assistant Social Debbie Powell  dedorky@hotmail.com
Assistant Social  Gayle Broad 519-971-9488 gbroad@cogeco.ca

RWTO Board List 2017-2018

Membership Matters
Please don’t put this newsletter down without 
filling in your membership section and 
mailing it along with your cheque to our new 
treasurer. 

The cheque is made payable to RWTO. Please note the 
address of our new treasurer Suzanne De Froy: 
 RWTO Windsor-Essex Branch,
  c/o S. De Froy,
  910 Ducharme Street,
  Windsor, ON  N9G 1K9
Fees must be in by November 1, 2017. 

Remember, if you have RWTO/OERO insurance, you 

must be a member to continue to enjoy this benefit.

Due to the Privacy of Information Act, we have prob-
lems getting the names and addresses of new retirees. 
If you know of a retired woman teacher who might like 
information about our organization, please contact 
either Emy McBride @519-945-1380 (emily.mcbride@
sympatico.ca) or Chris Pastorius @519-956-8881 
(chrisann@cogeco.ca)We would be happy to contact 
the prospective member if you include her address and 
phone number along with her name.

*Please note: If you have a change of address, a new 
phone number or a new e-mail address, please contact 
either of the above.

NEW

ADDRES
S



Name: _____________________________ Guest: _____________________________  
  

Membership Fee: ($50) $ __________  Your Retirement Date: Year______ Month______   
  
Luncheon ($25 or $30)  $ __________  Your Birthdate:  Year______ Month______ DAY_____ 
   
Total $ __________ Is this your first luncheon as a retired teacher? Yes___ No___
 
Due to increased printing and postage costs, we are imploring members to receive their newsletter by email. Please 
let us know if you are able to do so. Contact Kathy Gallagher : inniaudi@gmail.com

 Please send cheques payable to R.W.T.O. to: R.W.T.O. Windsor-Essex Branch
  c/o S. De Froy
  910 Ducharme St.,
  Windsor ON N9G 1K9

NEW

ADDRES
S

- - - - - - - - - - - Cut Here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Where is St. John’s Parish Hall? If you are coming from Windsor, 
take County Road 46 eastbound and turn left at St. John’s Church 
before you reach Belle River Road. Or you can take County Road 
42 eastbound turning right at Belle River Road. Continue south to 
County Road 46 where you turn right and then turn right again 
at the church. The hall is located near County Road 46 and Belle 
River Road.

Celebrating Canada’s 150th Birthday/Membership

Fall Luncheon 2017
Come Celebrate Fun and Friendship
Please wear white and red!

Tuesday, September 26, 2017

Social from 11 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. Lunch at 12:00 p.m.

ST. JOHN’S PARISH HALL
881 WOODSLEE RD., PLEASANT PARK

Cost for members: $25.00
Cost for non-members: $30.00

Only paid members have the privilege of the lower 
luncheon fee.

Reply by Wednesday, September 20, 2017

If you need a ride or wish to offer a ride contact
Val Luscott 519-839-5128

Caring And Sharing

Food- Essex Food Bank
Toiletries- Essex Salvation Army Food Bank
Share the Wealth- Goodfellows
Please bring a new children’s book for   
   A Book of My Own
Eye glasses will be donated to a third world country
Used book exchange available for your pleasure.

NOTE: We will be holding a free membership draw.

Annual Dues for R.W.T.O. Membership

SEPT. 1, 2016 – AUG. 31, 2017 PROVINCIAL & LOCAL FEES:
Membership Fee ……………$50.00

Dues to be paid by November 1, 2017 PLEASE

Cards are sent to members 75+

Do NOT send post-dated cheques. 
Include changes to name, address, phone.

 Is guest a newly retired teacher? Yes_____ No_____ 

If you are unable to print this form, simply make an exact handwritten copy!


