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Greetings To All 
President’s Message 

Summer came early this year with its arrival in mid March, and weren’t we all spoiled. Even with our short winter, it was nice 
to see the snow all gone before the end of March. Then spring arrived, and our flowers bloomed early. The crocuses, daffodils, 
narcissus, and tulips were all out, and some gone, before mid April. I saw magnolia trees in bloom around my neighbourhood. 
One has to wonder what will happen with our Tulip Festival in mid May. But, as a true Ottawan, I waited for the “other shoe 
to drop”, and sure enough Mother Nature sent us a return blast of winter in late April.  I suppose that we will never be able to 
second guess the weather no matter how technically advanced we become. So, as my soon to be 97 year old mother is wont to 
say, “take one day at a time”. Seize the day and enjoy the moment no matter what comes your way. 

It is hard to believe that this is the end of my second year as your president. I have had the opportunity to work with a 
wonderful group of ladies who serve on your executive. I travelled to Niagara Falls to our Provincial  AGM and to Guelph in 
October for the Health workshop. I’ve also met many of you throughout the year when you participated in our Christmas and 
Spring AGM luncheons and the many day trips here in Ottawa.    

I want to tell you how much of a privilege it has been to serve as your president over the past year. I look forward to 
continuing working for you as I take on the role of president for a third term. While I do enjoy working on your behalf, I 
strongly urge some of our newer members to consider “stepping up to the plate” so to speak, and joining our executive in one 
of the three open positions (1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Issues and Concerns), or as a Member at-Large. I would also 
like all of you to think of how you can help when the Provincial Convention comes to Ottawa in June of 2014. Many hands 
make light work, and there are many jobs to fill and tasks to do to get ready for our big event.  

 Do join us on our monthly outings to events throughout the city and surrounding areas this summer. We always have a great 
deal of fun, and the companionship is most enjoyable. I look forward to seeing many of you in the near future. Have a 
wonderful spring and summer! 

Suzanne Lanouette-Carswell 
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Director’s Report  
Director’s Report for 

2011-2012 
  

t has been an honour to serve as your 
Director for 2011 -2012. Unfortunately, 
I have found that I have taken on too 

many commitments this year and I am 
missing the opportunity of spending time 
with my two grandsons who live in Toronto. 
They are growing up so quickly! 
Fortunately, Judy Drummond from the 
Lanark branch, has agreed to take over as 
Director and will assume the responsibilities 
at the RWTO/OERO  convention in Sault 
Ste Marie. I am not totally saying goodbye, 
as I will continue to attend general meetings 
and special events and hope to see you there. 
 
 This year I was fortunate to be able to 
attend most meetings and events held by 
both Ottawa and Lanark branches and I 
enjoyed them all. I particularly enjoyed 
meeting new members and making new 
friends. It was also a pleasure to visit and 
bring greetings to members who were sick 
and unable to come out to events. 
 
The executives of both the Ottawa and 
Lanark branches are to be commended for 
their hard work, but new members are 
needed to take their turn to serve in one 
position or another if RWTO is to continue. 
I encourage everyone who has not yet done 
so to give it a try. It can be most rewarding.  
Adele Muldoon     Director, Area 9 

 
Lanark RWTO Events 

 
 

 
What:  Lunch and speaker Sandy 

McRae, who has lived in the 
Netherlands and the Philippines and who 

now runs a jewellery business. 
She will have jewellery on sale 

 
Where:  Stone Cellar, 71 Gore St. 

E., Perth ON 
When:  Thursday, May 17    

11:30 a.m. 
 

Contact:  Adele Muldoon 
613-832-1441 

 adelemuldoon@gmail.com 
by May 10. 

 
by Adele Muldoon 
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Social 
Events & 
Info 

 
Spring Fashion Show 

 
ttending a Fashion Show with 
lunch at the Travelodge on 
Carling Avenue seems to have 

developed into an annual tradition for 
many of our members, and several 
weeks ago the tradition was honoured. 
This year the show was put on by 
Joanne’s Fashions in the Westgate 
Shopping Centre, the date having been 
chosen to select fashions which seemed 
likely to be of interest to RWTO/OERO 
members. Sometimes in the past we 
have heard, “The clothes were lovely but 
who could afford them?” Or. “They 
looked nice on the models, but really, 
who could wear them?” This year, 
judging from the comments, the clothing 
they displayed, while indeed, lovely, 
seemed to be much more to the taste of 
those who attended. 
 
Those of you who have never been to the 
Travelodge’s luncheon and fashion 
show, may be picturing something more 
formal or elaborate than what actually 

takes place - perhaps something more 
along the lines of what we saw during 
our visit to Richard Robinson’s fashion 
house in February.  At the Travelodge 
the models, who are all very elegant but 
probably at least as close in age to us as 
to our daughters, and certainly closer in 
age to us than to our granddaughters, 
move among the tables, answering 
questions and chatting about the clothes. 
If you want to touch the fabric, go ahead. 
If you want to know what to wear 
something with, or if it would be age 
appropriate, just ask. I even heard 
several women asking what kind of 
undergarments should be worn under 
certain garments, and the models didn’t 
blink an eyelash - not even when one 
was asked what kind of bra SHE was 
wearing under her off the shoulder top.  
 
The buffet luncheon, as always, was 
very enjoyable with lots of variety - 
especially the wide range of deserts. And 
again as always, there was lots of 
laughter as friends were able to get 
together to share a good time, which I 
expect will be repeated next spring  
by Lynne McCarney 
 

NAC Orchestra Rehearsal 

 
n mid-January, sixteen 
RWTO/OERO members and guests 
enjoyed a new activity. We attended 

a morning rehearsal of the NAC 
orchestra. 
 
As well as being enjoyable, this was an 
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extremely interesting experience. The 
first ten rows of the Orchestra section 
were left vacant, and we were seated in 
the centre of the eleventh row. This was 
a completely different viewpoint from 
what most of us are used to as there was 
no one in front of us, yet we were far 
enough back to see everything without 
having to strain our necks. For example, 
I had always known that the brass 
section was on risers, but I had never 
noticed that some of the the strings were 
on risers as well, and that different 
musicians were seated on different 
chairs, probably having to do with the 
size of their instruments. During the 
second piece the harp was brought out, 
and instead of being placed in the middle 
of the orchestra as usual, it was front and 
centre. We were really able to see, as 
well as hear, what was going on. 
 
We were present for the rehearsal of two 
pieces, Schubert’s Symphony No. 8, 
Unfinished, and Bruch’s Scottish 
Fantasy for violin and orchestra. On the 
following evening Concertmaster 
Yosuke Kawasaki was to make his NAC 
debut as soloist in the second piece so 
we were able to enjoy his performance 
in advance. 
 
Although nothing at all was said during 
the performance of each piece, it was 
interesting to see how individual 
musicians made notes from time to time. 
Afterwards the conductor, Alexander 
Shelly, made some comments or 
consulted with various musicians and 
very brief passages were replayed. While 
that would have been interesting as well, 
his comments were made too quietly for 
us to hear.  
 
Alexander Shelley is a very active 
conductor as he leads the musicians. At 

times he was on his toes and at another 
time he sank to his knees, but the sound 
which was produces was wonderful. No 
wonder he is so slim and appears to be in 
such good shape. 
 
After the rehearsal, some of the group 
went over to Darcy McGee’s Irish Pub 
on Sparks St. for lunch. Thanks to Anne 
Christians who came up with the idea for 
the activity and who made the 
arrangements. 
 
Lynne McCarney 
 

RWTO/OERO Report to the 
Ottawa Council of Women 

Annual General Meeting 

Presented on April 17, 2012 by 
Sheila McKay 

s the current affiliate 
representative of the Retired 
Women Teachers of Ontario of 

Ottawa Carleton, I am pleased to report 
that our organization has had another 
successful year.  Our purpose is 
primarily to  provide interesting 
activities for our members to attend as 
they continue to enjoy their retirement 
years, and as the years go by, to offer 
support with caring friendship to 
members whose health and/or mobility 
decline.  We are a compassionate group 
of women, some of us having been 
colleagues for more than 40 years, even 
a few with close to 50 years of knowing 
each other.  These are precious 
relationships indeed, and our discussions 
are engaging as well as sprinkled with 
laughter about times past and present.  

The executive meets once a month to 
organize three general meetings and 
monthly social events.  The next 
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provincial gathering will take place in 
Ottawa in 2014, so we are already busy 
planning this event. Since September of 
2011 we have visited the Ismaili Imamat 
to learn about the Aga Khan 
foundation’s work in Afghanistan, 
attended a rehearsal of the National Arts 
Centre Orchestra, were given a tour of 
Richard Robinson couture studio, and 
met the inspiring leaders of the Wabano 
Centre for Aboriginal Health. On April 
25 we will attend a fashion show and our 
AGM will be held at the Falcon Ridge 
Golf Club.  So you can see our members 
maintain their teacherly inquisitive 
attitudes about our community and are 
delighted to welcome others to join us 
every fall at a Retirement Reception for 
newly retired teachers. 

Also we are involved in small but 
purposeful measures that help others.  
We honour teachers with special 
recognition at out AGM. Our Christmas 
event is a sharing time when we collect 
toiletries for Harmony House, gather 
used eye glasses and cases for the CNIB, 
take old printer and toner cartridges and 
pop can tabs to the Girl Guides of 
Canada, regularly collect Campbell soup 
labels for the Stewart School in Perth, 
plastic milk bags to be woven into water 
resistant mats for Haitians who are still 
sleeping outdoors, and used stamps for 
missions.  We provided space for angel 
tree ornaments to be sold to help African 
women, and we raised money through a 
silent auction and a raffle for a quilt.  

And last but not least, we read the 
resolutions of the Ottawa Council of 
Women and gave authority to our 
representative to attend and vote on 
these important issues.  

 
 

From the Archives 

 
nita Dunlop came across copies 
of several newsletters from the 
mid 1990s. It is interesting to 

see both how much and how little things 
have changed over the past fifteen years 
or so. 
From the Spring, 1995, O.A.S.W.T. 
(Ontario Association of Superannuated 
Women Teachers, Ottawa-Carleton 
Branch) newsletter: 
 

Year’s Activities 
 

e have had a busy and 
enjoyable round of activities 
starting with Tea on the lawn 

at the Billing’s House on August 11 and 
18. It was especially nice to see Jessie 
Gibbons on one of these occasions. The 
Fall Tea on September 9th attracted an 
excellent number of our newly retired 
teachers there. The Councillors’ Lounge 
at the Ottawa-Carleton Regional 
Headquarters provided a delightful 
setting. An informative investment 
seminar was held at Friel Street in 
November. Also in November a small 
group, led by Rina Wright, docent, 
National Gallery, looked at art across the 
centuries. On December 20 a small 
group visited Parliament Hill and other 
areas of the City to see the Christmas 
lights. On January 11 a second visit to 
the Gallery gave us an excellent 
opportunity to meet and chat with some 
of our newly retired members. 
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French Book Club 
 

hank you to Viola Caissey for 
offering to organize a French 
Book Club for RWTO/OERO 

members and friends. If there is 
sufficient interest we would be glad to 
facilitate the organization of a book club 
in English. Please contact Lynne 
Mccarney at 739=4695 or 
lynne.mccarney@opera.ncf.ca if you 
might like to be involved. 

 
 

 CLUB DE LECTURE 
  
Ça vous intéresse ! 
  
Pourquoi pas vous joindre au début de ce 
club ? 
J' aurai le plaisir d'organiser. 
  
Voici des suggestions de livres dont on 
pourrait aborder: 
  
Daniel Poliquin, L'écureuil noir 
Jocelyne Saunier, La petite et le vieux 
Marie Laberge, revenir de loin 
  
et bien d'autres. 
  
Si vous etes interessées, veuillez me 
contacter: 
  
Viola Caissy 
Membre de l'Organisation des 

enseignantes retraitées de l' Ontario 
au 613 868 9285 
ou encore 
aloiv63@gmail  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Day at the Cottage -Thursday, 
June 21 

(Rain or Shine) 
 

his year the cottage fundraiser is 
being held to support the 2014 
Provincial RWTO/OERO 

convention which, as you know, will be 
held in Ottawa. This enjoyable event 
will be the same as in past years, the 
only difference being the designation of 
the funds raised.  
 
We are asking for a donation of $15 and 
also for a contribution for a pot luck 
lunch. .A  sign up sheet will be available 
at the May luncheon or the co-ordinator 
will contact you to organize the food. 
 
Thanks to Val Leach-Ray, who  has 
offered her cottage, along with Carol 
Rannie, who  has been the impetus for 
the day, and the other executive 
members who are supplying many of the 
other necessities. The fundraising day at 
Val’s cottage is planned for Thursday, 
June 21. Participants should bring a lawn 
chair, bathing suit and towel, and sun 
screen along with their food contribution 
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Directions to Val’s cottage at  
5403 9th Line Road are as follow: 
 
• take highway # 7 west to Carleton 
Place 
• turn left at Highway # 15 
• at intersection Black’s Corner  - 
Highway # 15 and 9th Line turn right 
• approximately 7 miles, just past John’s 
Marina, Val’s Cottage is on the right.  
 
Address: 5403 9th Line Rd.  
Phone: 613-257-7925 
 
We hope to see a great many of you at 
what will be a very enjoyable event. 
 

In Memoriam 
 

When I am Gone 
 
Dear Children. 
Do not weep for me 
When I am gone. 
 
I have an appointment  
In eternity 
With all my kin 
Who came before me. 
 
WE will welcome you 
When you care to join us. 
 
And who can tell now 
What comes next? 
 
Or what came before? 
Who knows, or cares? 
 
Sentient beings: 
Alone in the universe. 
 Betty Page, Nov. 2011 
 RWTO Member 
 
 

 
 

We remember RWTO/OERO 
members and friends: 

 
Elizabeth Murray,  June 2011 
Jeannine Lacasse,  July, 2011 
Ella Rowe   October, 2011 
Alma Hutton  November 2011 
 
 
 
Ottawa Senior Citizens Council 

 
he Ottawa branch of 
RWTO/OERO is a group 
member of the Ottawa Senior 

Citizens Council. The Council is also 
represented on other service agencies 
and senior concerns are shared. 
 
The Senior Citizens Council motto is 
“Seniors Serving Seniors”. The Board is 
composed of active seniors from many 
parts of Ottawa. There is always a live 
person to answer the phone. The small 
staff works hard to create “The 
Sentinel”, a monthly newsletter which is 
distributed widely in senior residences 
and where seniors gather to participate in 
activities. 
 
The staff provides information to 
inquiries from or about senior assistance. 
A Directory of Resources is printed with 
updated information each year, and is 
sold for $6.00 ($5.00) for individual 
members).  
 
A major undertaking each year involves 
many volunteer members who answer 
the phones to make appointments for 
assistance with income tax for people 
with low incomes.  This continues for 
six weeks, culminating with evening 
clinics set up in various parts of the city, 
supervised by Council volunteers with 
volunteer accountants filling out the tax 
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forms. This spring there were 1,568 
incoming calls, with 1009 appointments 
made. There were 819 volunteer 
accountant hours and 514 SCC volunteer 
hours used. 
 
In the past the Council has been funded 
by the City of Ottawa, the United Way, 
memberships, and donations. However 
the United Way has now decided to 
discontinue funding the Council at all. 
The Board has had to cut the hours of 
staff and search for other ways to 
continue providing services. 
 
Individual memberships and/or 
donations can be made to the Senior 
Citizens Council, either by mail at: 
                         

307 City Centre Ave,.  
Ottawa, Ontario 

 K1R 6K7 
 or  

www.seniorscouncil.org  
 

(Charitable Registration 
#119145142RR0001) 

 
All donations will be gratefully accepted 
and put towards continuing the Ottawa 
Senior Citizens Councils’ very important 
work. For more information visit 
www.seniorscouncil.org or telephone  
613-234-8044. 
 
Carol Rannie 
President, Senior Citizen’s Council of Ottawa 
RWTO/OERO member 
 

Defensive Driving Course 
 

arol Rannie, one of our 
RWTO/OERO members, is the 
instructor for the defensive 

driving course jointly sponsored by 
RTO/ERO and the Senior Citizens 
Council of Ottawa. The course consists 

of two half-day sessions to discuss ways 
of improving one’s safety when driving. 
The sessions will take place at the 
Embassy West Senior Living Residence, 
1400 Carling Avenue, between Merivale 
Road and Kirkwood Avenue. The dates 
are Friday October 9 and  Friday, 
October 16, from 9:15 to 12:15 p.m. 
 
 
You can register by sending a cheque for 
$30, payable to RTO/ERO District 
Treasurer to: 

 
Carol Rannie 

470 Golden Ave. 
Ottawa ON 
K2A 2E5 

 
by October 5.  For information, please 
contact Carol Rannie at 613-728-6944 or 
c.rannie@sympatico.ca 
 

Join the Telephone Committee 
 

ach year brings the need for new 
telephone callers to fill the 
vacancies left by those who are 

retiring from the committee. This spring 
we are thanking Ruth Drummond for her 
years of dedicated service since she is 
leaving the committee, and welcoming 
others who will join our team. 
 
Volunteering to be a caller is a great way 
to get involved. especially as a new 
member, since it gives you a chance to 
get to know some members and feel 
useful at the same time. Each caller 
telephones a list of members for three 
events a year: the reception for new and 
recent retirees held in September, the 
Christmas Luncheon, and the Annual 
General Meeting and luncheon which 
takes place in May. 
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If you are interested in joining the 
telephone committee, please call Ann 
Davelaar, 613-728-2985 at your earliest 
convenience. Lists and instructions will 
be provided. 
Ann Davelaar 
 
RWTO/OERO Convention 2014  
From: Suzanne Wilson-Marjerrison, 
Convener  
 

 Convention 2014 account was 
set up in January with Suzanne 
Lanouette-Carswell as 

Treasurer.  
The account now contains: 
•Fund-raised monies/donations 2011-
2012           $1080.00  
•Seed monies from Lanark (to be 
refunded)          $  730.00  
•Ottawa-Carleton seed monies ( to be 
refunded)         $1550.00  
•Minus: record-keeping book  
bank charges/month        
•Plus: minuscule interest/month               
                                                                
Total   $3344.94 
                                                                                                                                                                                                         
I have written to the Provincial 
Executive for approval of the $2500.00 
non-refundable gift and the refundable 
$3000.00 loan from Provincial monies. 
These Provincial monies would bring the 
account to $8855.00, of which $5280.00 
would have to be paid back from 
convention earnings. 
 
Proposed fund-raising projects over the 
next two years:  
• Silent Auctions 
• Luncheon at Val Leach-Ray’s cottage 
in June  
• Sale of members’ handiwork at the 
Christmas luncheon.  
• Cash donations 
• Sponsors to provide items for the major 

fund-raising Convention Silent Auction  
• Committee volunteers needed for 
generating fund-raising/sponsorship 
ideas and follow-through 
  
The deposit for the Travelodge Hotel is 
$1000.00 on signing the contract. There 
is no urgency on the hotel’s part for us to 
sign unless another group wishes to use 
the hotel during our chosen dates of June 
2-5, 2014 and the hotel would ask us for 
the deposit at that time to secure the 
contract. We will sign once the 
Provincial monies come through. 
 
Speak to me or let me know by 
telephone 613-724-3793 or email 
donald.marjerrison@sympatico.ca if you 
can volunteer for Convention 2014, and 
we can discuss your interests and where 
you would fit in to the group of 
volunteers. 

 
Welcome to Retirement 

Luncheon 
 

Thursday, September 19, 2012 
 

Once again this year  we will be 
celebrating a milestone for many of our 
colleagues  at the “Welcome to 
Retirement” event. After comments in 
recent years that there is just so much 
food so soon after lunch,  we decided to 
make it a luncheon instead of an 
afternoon reception. However we expect 
that the food and the company will be 
just as enjoyable as it has been in the 
past. 
 
This event is definitely not just for 
teachers who are brand new to 
retirement. Everyone is invited, and we 
hope to have a really large turnout. After 
all it is very difficult to welcome people 
to retirement if the newly retired 
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teachers are the only ones there and they 
have to end up welcoming themselves. 
You will notice that the location is the 
library of Immaculata High School on 
Main Street, which is quite a large room.  
 
We need several things from existing 
members. First of all, since the school 
boards can no longer give out the names 
and contact information of teachers who 
are retiring, please let us know of anyone 
who should be invited on September 19. 
Secondly, please encourage them to 
attend the welcoming luncheon, and 
thirdly, please come yourself to be part 
of the welcome even if you think that 
you will not know anyone who is 
retiring. It’s a good time to make new 
friends. 
 
Also, we have been told that teachers 
who have been retired for several years 
are more likely to be interested in 
RWTO activities than those who are 
fresh out of the classroom and may still 
be doing occasional teaching. If you 
know of anyone in this situation who is 
not already an RWTO member, please 
invite them to come along with you on 
September 19. The more that we can 
welcome new members to RWTO the 
nicer it is for all of us. 
 

 
 
 

Richard Robinson Academy of 
Fashion Design 

 
“The dress must follow the body of 
a woman, not the body following 
the shape of the dress”  - Hubert 
de Givency 
 

his quote was painted in large 
letters above the blackboard in 
the classroom at the Richard 

Robinson Academy of Fashion Design 
on Sussex Drive, where 20 
RWTO/OERO members and friends 
were guests on a beautiful February 
morning. Stephanie, a third year student 
of the Academy, gave us a thorough 
overview of the programme and 
answered our questions, as well as 
showing us a number of designs in a 
video of last year’s year-end student 
fashion show. It was all tremendously 
interesting. 
 
At first the classroom with its tables, 
chairs, and blackboard seemed a 
completely familiar seating for a group 
of retired teachers, but as Stephanie 
spoke and we had a chance to look 
around, the differences became more 
apparent. Along the window was a row 
of sewing machines, in the corner was a 
professional steam iron, the tables were 
for cutting fabric, and there was a full 
length mirror as well as a raised platform 
along the front of the room for fittings.  
 
The design course is either two or three 
years in length, and the twenty or so 
students in each year have to be 
thoroughly committed. The cost is $6000 
for each of the first two years, and the 
optional third year costs $6500. At the 
end of two years the graduating students 
receive a college level diploma.  It is 
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also possible now to take the classes on a 
part-time basis. There are 21 hours of 
classes per week, and Stephanie told us 
that there is a least 10 additional hours of 
homework per week  for each of the four 
classes. The drop out rate at Christmas 
of the first year ids often quite high as 
students, particularly those who have 
come directly out of high school, 
discover that it is very hard work and not 
the glamourous and exciting lifestyle 
which they had envisioned. 
 
During the first year the students study 
Haute Couture Sewing, Pattern Making, 
Fashion Sketching, and Textiles along 
with the History of Costumes. They each 
design and complete a dress and also a 
bustier which are part of the year end 
fashion show. In the second year they 
study more advanced Haute Couture 
Sewing, Pattern Making, and Fashion 
Sketching, but Marketing replaces the 
classes in Textiles  and the History of 
Costumes. During the year these 
students must design and create a 
collection of five pieces with a common 
theme. They are responsible for selecting 
their models and their music, as well as 
supervising such things as hair and 
make-up. The video we watched showed 
a smoothly running show with themes 
such as “Candy” and “Star Wars” for 
collections. We could only imagine the 
pressure the students were under to 
complete everything on time and to 
make sure that everything ran smoothly. 
 
Third year students study areas such as 
Draping Fabric, more High Couture 
Sewing and Pattern Making, Lingerie 
(including bathing suits), Men’s 
Tailoring, and Hat Making and 
Accessories. These projects are also 
included in the fashion show, which 
recently has been taking place at Casino 

du Lac-Leamy and is open to the public. 
 
Stephanie explained that the students 
design their collections for the year-end 
to illustrate their own personalities and 
interests, and since many of them are 
quite young, they usually design to 
appeal to others close to their own age. 
However they certainly have learned 
how to design fashions for what we 
might consider more “normal” people, 
and they can apply their skills to 
whatever is appropriate when they start 
to work. We were told that there is a lot 
of opportunity for fashion design 
graduates, For example, we were told of 
former students working as costume 
designers at Stratford, at Cirque du 
Soleil, as an editor of a fashion 
magazine, as buyers for stores such as 
Holt Renfrew, and as designers for many 
Canadian clothing brands.  
 
Before we left the classroom we learned 
that Haute Couture means that the design 
will always be the only one of its kind, 
as the owner of the garment is also the 
owner of the design. Couture, which is 
what Richard Robinson produces, means 
that the fashion is created specifically for 
the client, but that someone else could 
have the same garment made 
individually for them as well. However 
Richard Robinson will also produce 
Haute Couture if that is what the 
customer wants. Both Couture and Haute 
Couture garments are finished 
impeccably and we were told several 
times that the inside must always be as 
beautiful as the outside. The students 
also can create industrial standard 
clothing, if that is what their future 
position requires of them. 
 
 
 



 

After viewing the fashion video we went 
downstairs to the fashion boutique and 
met Richard Robinson himself. He is 
extremely personable, and answered our 
many questions ranging from his 
childhood in Gatineau to his training in 
Europe and his designs for his clients 
here in Ottawa. As several women 
mentioned, he and the shop were not at 
all intimidating and it is entirely possible 
that some of our group may go back, a 
thought that had not even entered most 
our minds before the visit. 
 
Lunch was across the street at the Earl of 
Sussex, also very enjoyable especially 
for the company, as almost everyone 
was able to stay. Then it was outside to 
enjoy the beautiful, sunny afternoon with 
its record breaking temperature. 
 
by Lynne McCarney 
 
Note: One more thing we learned is that 
they offer a Youth Fashion Summer 
Camp of two weeks duration. The 
programme includes Fashion Sketching, 
Sewing, Pattern Making, and Textiles 
and may be of interest to your 
grandchildren or neighbours, both girls 
and boys aged 12 -18.  
 
The number to call for more 
information is 613-241-5233. 
 

 


