
 
September 2021, Issue 32

President’s Report

As I write this message, the crisp, colourful days of autumn have arrived, signalling 
the beginning of a new year on our RWTO calendar. Despite the limits still placed on 
our ability to resume normal activities, all three levels of governance - Provincial, 
Area and Branch - continue to work on your behalf to keep RWTO/OERO a vibrant 
and relevant organization. 

The Annual General Meeting/Convention 2021 was extremely successful due, in 
large part, to the technological expertise of the Convention Team; delegates were 
able to engage in lively discussion and debate on the Resolutions brought to the 
floor and a variety of webinars, workshops and musical entertainment were made 
available for all members to access. For the results of the voting on the Branch 
Resolutions, please see your September issue of Connections. To view the videos of 
the presentations visit the RWTO website and click on Convention Highlights. 

We are very fortunate to have the Director of Area 7, Judy-Anne Tumber, serving on 
our local Executive. Entering the final year of her 4 year term, she brings a wealth of 
experience and expertise to our meetings, keeping us connected to the other 
branches in our area and apprising us of developments at the provincial level. In 
addition to the annual Area Presidents’ Meeting she has hosted each year, she 
initiated our Area Luncheons, held in the fall at Baxter Creek Golf Club. Members 
from the other four branches in our Area are invited to attend, each branch taking a 
turn at planning the agenda and entertainment and encouraging the sharing of ideas 
for interest groups and outreach projects. These have been very successful events 
and we look forward to resuming them when it becomes possible. 

At the local level, your Executive has continued to meet virtually on a regular basis, 
planning a tentative calendar of events, establishing an annual budget and 
maintaining our commitment to several outreach projects. Staying connected through 
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newsletters, dispatches, cards, emails and phone calls, as well as through Zoom and 
small outdoor get-togethers continues to be a priority for your Executive; Book 
Worms and Let’s Do Lunch still meet monthly through Zoom, golf will continue as 
long as the weather allows and, for anyone interested in making mattresses, there 
are frames and milk bags available. Preserving and, hopefully, expanding our 
membership will remain a focus in the coming year. In the meantime, thanks to each 
and every member for helping us ‘stay the course’!

In Caring and Sharing,
Deb Glynn

Spotlight On Your Executive

We thought you might be interested in finding out a little more about your Executive - 
the various roles and the ladies who fill them! Here are some of their ‘bios’.

Deb Glynn, President

I am currently President of the Peterborough branch 
and am in the second year of my two-year term. I 
became involved in RWTO when I retired in 2010, 
assisting with Programme/Social and later serving 
as 2nd and then 1st Vice-President. My duties 
include setting the agenda and chairing the 
Executive and General Meetings. I also attend Area 
7 meetings organized by our Area Director and 
represent our branch at the annual Convention. At 
each local executive meeting I present a report 
summarizing the activities of our branch and share 
relevant information from both the Provincial Office 
and from our Area Director. I’m supported in my role 
by 14 committed and knowledgable members who 
fulfill a number of important roles on your executive; 
they work hard to keep the lines of communication 
open among members, provide leadership for 

various interest groups, activities and charities, and lend personal support to 
members in need. It is my pleasure to work with such a collaborative and caring 
group of women.
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Esther Kampstra, Past President

This role is quite interesting but as it began during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, many of our activities had 
to be cancelled or continued on Zoom. For the first 
few months in my role as Past President, I acted in 
the capacity of Co-President with Deb Glynn. I 
continue to advise Deb and act as a sounding board 
for her. My task to find new members for our 
Executive has been challenging since we have not 
been meeting face to face.  I have enjoyed being on 
the Executive as I had the opportunity to meet many 
of our members and Provincial Delegates.  Another 
interesting facet of being on the Executive is setting 
the direction of our Branch as a group and beginning 
new activities and outreach possibilities.

Shirley Hamilton, Secretary

I joined RWTO in 2017 and have been in this role for 
just over 2 years.  I originally started co-sharing the 
role with Karen Howard.  When Karen took over the 
Outreach Programme and Book Club Interest 
Group, I assumed the job full time. Those first few 
meetings were challenging as I did not know all the 
ladies’ names.  Everyone was so helpful.  Before 
each one spoke, she would introduce herself.  
Thanks ladies, that helped me so much.  Then the 
pandemic hit and all our meetings switched to 
ZOOM.  For me, it was so much easier to take notes 
as I could see all the ladies with their names.  I also 
use my iPad now to record the meetings.  This helps 
me to fill in the blanks when my note taking lags 
behind the rich conversations. Over the course of 
the year we have 2 General meetings, 1 Annual 

General Meeting, and 5 Executive meetings a year.
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Marilyn Sutherst, Treasurer

I graduated from Peterborough Teachers’ College in 
1964 and taught Kindergarten for two years, then 
Grade One for four months and Nursery for 5 
months before retiring from teaching in 1967.  I then 
began working at the Uptown Silk Shoppe for almost 
30 years. I was secretary and cashier along with 
working ‘on the floor’. I retired from there in late 
1998 after cancer surgery and radiation therapy. I 
then became a church secretary for several years 
before retiring for the final time in order to care for 

my father. I then joined RWTO in 2005 and became Treasurer in 2010 after the 
resignation of Patricia McAfee.  It was a choice between President and Treasurer, 
and I made the correct decision! I collect the annual memberships and all luncheon 
monies and charitable donations. I report to the Provincial Office regarding all 
memberships received and forward that money to them annually. I make all of the 
bank deposits and write the cheques (2 signatures required of the 3 eligible signees). 
I also keep the list of all members’ information, distribute the Super Teacher and all 
dispatches sent by the executive.

Helen Kitson, Communications

Hello! I have been part of the Communications team 
almost since I joined RWTO in 2015. At one of the 
first General Meetings that I attended, our then 
President Judy-Anne Tumber mentioned that they 
were looking for someone with some computer skills 
that could make the tri-fold with our branch’s 
information on it.  After the meeting I volunteered to 
do it. Judy-Anne then said, “Welcome to the 
executive!”  The rest, they say, is history as I am still 
updating the tri-fold each year!

Karen Howard, Outreach
I joined RWTO in 2017. Sharing the position of 
Secretary with Shirley Hamilton worked well. 
However, when someone was needed to fill the 
position as Outreach Coordinator, I asked Shirley if 
she would mind me filling in. Once again, Shirley 
stepped in where needed and I took on the position 
as Outreach Coordinator. I feel Outreach is an 
important part of RWTO, Many of us are blessed 
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and this allows us an opportunity to help others that need a hand. This position is 
made much easier by our excellent executive and generous members. Thanks to 
both groups. 

Joyce Fee - Communications

Before retiring and joining RWTO in 1993, I was 
P r i nc ipa l o f p rog rams fo r ch i l d ren w i th 
developmental disabilities. I have been a President 
and Past-President of our local branch and, as a 
member of our executive for Communications, 
produced and printed the Newsletter for several 
years. I also served two years on the Provincial 
Board as Communications Director. Along with 
Heather Touchburn I started our branch’s book club 
- Book Worms. I also began the Let’s Do Lunch 

program - the photo above was taken at our Let’s Do Lunch at Fleming College ten 
years ago. I initiated our Zoom program and continue to act as host for all of our 
branch’s virtual meetings.

Gabriele Southby, Media

Since Sept. 2018, I have taken on the role of media representative for RWTO which 
entails advertising of special events and monthly luncheons for all retired women 
teachers in the community and surrounding areas. Advertisements, depending on 
cost, have appeared in our local newspapers, particularly the Peterborough 
Examiner, The Daily Herald in Lakefield, and Snap'd Peterborough. Special events 
have included High Tea, Birthday Bash, Games Day, Christmas luncheon (Auctions, 
bake sale, etc.), AGM meetings.  Baxter Creek Golf Club, Elmhirst Inn and Royal 
Gardens were some of the choice venues with entertainment and speakers. 
Unfortunately, due to the interruption of COVID, these events have not taken place. 
This has made me aware of the benefits of social gatherings, a way to “end social 
isolation”. I have met many interesting, caring, and supportive women since joining 
RWTO.  Hopefully, in the not too distant future, we will be able to get together as a 
group in person and enjoy each other's company in a larger setting.

RWTO Insurance Update
If you are an insured member of the RWTO coverage with Manulife, you should have 
received your new Manulife Hospital and Home Care Policy Identification Card. 
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The Secure Serve Website (Manulife.ca/secureserve) on the back of the card can be 
used to:
a) register your information 
b) review your contact details 
c) submit claims (coming soon)
d) register for direct deposit 

Phone Number 1-877-222-7340 is a dedicated line for our RWTO insurance policy 
holders and will be promptly answered by a service representative.

A future insurance update will notify you when claims are available for online 
submission. Paper claims  will continue the to be accepted. 

Your yearly RWTO membership must be paid in full for your RWTO Insurance with 
Manulife to be valid. 

For Insurance brochures, application or claim forms please contact:
RuthAnne McNaught 
ramcnaught@gmail.com
705-740-3266

In Case You Missed It…
Our lives are being ruled by Covid-19; no get-togethers and no hugs. How to 
survive? The answer is by using technology. Zoom meant that our regular monthly 
Let’s Do Lunch had no food but lots of friendly chatter, our Bookworms shared their 
thoughts on the current book and our Executive Meetings resulted in the same good 
decisions. Unfortunately, Zoom didn’t work for our Bridge group, our Merry Mattress 
Makers had to work individually and our Golf group had to wait for good weather. 
The Executive kept in touch with our members through frequent newsletters, emails, 
and e-cards for special occasions! Members without email received weekly phone 
calls, as well as printed updates and cards sent in the mail. We have survived 
Covid-19 by “caring and sharing”, together.

Submitted to September Connections by Joyce Fee, Branch Communications
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Interested In Expanding Your Computer Skills?

The above workshops, hosted by Kathy Gallagher, are open to all members!

Please contact Kathy Gallagher for more information.
rwtocyberlady@gmail.com

Helen Kitson, Communications Committee 
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From the Archives…

Lunch at ‘Lucy’s’!

A lovely summer’s afternoon in 2017 spent in Leaskdale, Ontario, home of Lucy 
Maud Montgomery - a wonderful luncheon, followed by a tour of the Church where 
her husband was Minister and the Manse, their family home.

Deb Glynn
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Spectacular Fall Colours

On October 5, 2005 Connie Baker organized a delightful Fall Colour Bus Trip. We 
went east from Peterborough and then up and around Stoney Lake.  The  colours 
were spectacular, the lunch at the Old Bridge Inn at Young’s Point was delicious and 
the company was exceptional.  Hopefully next Fall – surely Covid will allow us to 
gather by then!! – we can arrange another fun Fall Bus trip.

Who is in this picture?  The photo is not that clear, but please let me know.  So far I 
know for sure. 

Back L-R  Connie Baker, Sharon Maskell, Ann Siddell

Front – 94 yr old Muriel McRae

That summer of 2005, more than 300 of the nearly 6000 members of RWTO were 
over 90 years old.  I wonder what those numbers are now?

Ann Siddell
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