SPRING MEETING UPDATE:
The spring meeting was held April 10th at St. Mark’s United Church,
Cannifton, Ontario.
Lemonade was served during the Meet and Greet.
BUSINESS MEETING
President Wendy Bryson welcomed members and guests including RWTO
President, Sharron Colter.
REPORTS
Reports from the secretary and treasurer were accepted by the members.
Membership forms were available for next year.

Wendy told us that we have two positions on the board that need to be
filled: Second Vice and Treasurer. She mentioned that from her time on the
board she would recommend getting involved. She asked everyone present
to consider a position and to let the board know if they were interested.
Note: The position of Treasurer has been filled.
Brenda Ingram, with Issues and Concerns, was called on to inform the
members about the cutbacks in education ie: Cancelling seniority, no cap
on class sizes. She mentioned we should watch the budget, protest on
paper, ask questions and give our views about the teaching situation.
SPECIAL GUEST

Wendy called on RWTO President, Sharron Colter to bring greetings from
Provincial. Sharron mentioned she had minimal knowledge of our area and
is looking forward to learning more about her area chapters. She
encouraged everyone to volunteer for positions on the board. We need to
be there for others and she asked us to let politicians know what we want.
There are age friendly initiatives across the province that we can access
from the computer. She referred to us as “Rejuvenated Teenagers” and
women supporting women. Wendy presented Sharron with a token of our
appreciation for visiting us today.

RWTO President, Sharron Colter

CORA BAILEY AWARD PRESENTATION
Judy Mewett gave a brief history on Cora Bailey. In 1927, Cora Bailey
taught in Stirling. In 1962 she was president of Provincial and took on many
other roles during her teaching years. She wrote a book about her
experiences. The recipient of this award is recognized for their years of
service.

Provincial President Sharron Coulter, Judy Mewett, Lois Belch and Cora
Bailey award winner - Lois Thompson
This year Lois Thompson was nominated for her service to teaching and to
RWTO. Lois Belch gave us a witty outline of Lois’ career and why she was
receiving this award. Lois taught in a one room school in Hastings County
and has been the assistant Treasurer of RWTO Belleville for many years.
She enjoyed attending many conventions to learn more at the Provincial
level. Lois even taught Cora Bailey’s great nieces. She definitely
demonstrates our motto “Caring and Sharing”. Lois was presented with a
certificate, flowers and a pin from President Sharron Coulter.
LUNCH
The church ladies treated us, once again, to home cooked ham and
scalloped potatoes with traditional vegetables, salads and buns complete
with delicious homemade pies and fruit salad for dessert.

GUEST SPEAKER
After lunch, Deanna Groves from the Quinte Botanical Gardens gave us a
very interesting presentation on Canada’s newest Botanical Garden located
in the Frankford area. With many slides and her descriptions, she showed
us how the gardens came to be. Deanna and John Riedl came to the area
from Mississauga. They bought a home and started planning for the
garden. She designed on the computer and John put the design to the
ground. She described how each garden was unique. Some examples
were: Colour Wheel, White, Oriental, Edible, and Bird, Bee, Butterfly

gardens. Deanna also mentioned how important it is to be out with nature
for our physical and mental health.
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Door Prizes: Names were drawn for several door prizes and Share the
Wealth.

Reminders/Announcements:
Next General Meeting: June luncheon will be Wednesday, June 12, 2019 at
the First Pentecostal Church. Social Time: 11:00.
Entertainment for the June meeting will be a One Act Play presented by
members of the Belleville Theatre Guild. Written by Peter Paylor.

Invitation :
We are invited to the Trenton Luncheon June 13, 2019, at St. Paul’s United
Church in Stirling.

