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RWTO Owen Sound and Area 

If you need a ride to the meeting call 
Suzanne.   519-376-1454

Our Next RWTO Meeting - September 25, 11:00 a.m. 

SEPTEMBER – NEW BEGINNINGS 
By Louise Dobson  (2016) 

The teacher’s name was printed on the blackboard for the class 
The textbooks and the papers were piled waiting for a task 
The desks were clean and ordered and the floors were shining 
bright 
Everything was ready with the teacher’s oversight 

A stillness was upon the room before the year began 
The teacher looked just one more time at the first lesson plan 
And then the sound of children began drifting down the hall 
The bell had run, ‘twas time to go to meet the large and small 

The students came with backpacks filled with paper, pens and 
such 
Their lunch bags filled with goodies for their snack time and their 
lunch 
New sneakers squeaked across the floor as children filled the 
desks 
Their clothes were crisp and clean today to look their very best 

The teacher smiled and welcomed them to this new year begun 
Although there would be challenges they’d also have some fun 
Then one by one they said hello and then they said their name 
Class rules were read and then ‘twas time to do a bonding game 

And so the school year started with such joy for this new class 
The teacher and the students all were hoping this would last 
‘Cause they would spend their days and weeks and months 
together there 
And by the end that class of kids would know the teacher cared 

Be sure to attend our meeting on 
September 25. Legends of the Great 
Swamp will be presented. 
        "Legends of the Great Swamp" is a 
presentation by Shannon Wood, from the 
Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority. It 
focuses on Greenock Swamp in Bruce 
County, which is southern Ontario's largest 
forested wetland. This swamp is significant 
for its size and natural features, but also 
because of its unique and mysterious past. 
Shannon will be telling us about the history, 
the folklore, and some incredible stories 
about people disappearing in the swamp or 
stories of a mysterious green light seen 
deep in the swamp.  There are also stories 
of man-eating plants and quicksand, and 
the tall tales associated with moonshine 
production during the days of prohibition.  
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DATES TO REMEMBER

September 25, 2019  General Meeting   Georgian Shores United Church

November 27, 2019  General Meeting   Georgian Shores United Church

March 25, 2020   General Meeting   Georgian Shores United Church

May 27, 2020   General Meeting   Georgian Shores United Church


It is truly with pleasure that, as 
current president of the Owen 
Sound and Area Branch of 
RWTO, I welcome you to our 
2019 – 2020 year. Your dedicated 
social committee has arranged 
interesting and thought-provoking 
speake rs f o r ou r Genera l 
Meetings.  On September 25th 
Shannon Woods wil l share 
‘Legends of the Greenock 
Swamp’ (Southern Ontario’s 
single largest forested wetland). 
Our Christmas Dinner will be held 
at our regular meeting location, 
Georgian Shores United Church, 
on November 27th.  There will be 
lovely surprises for everyone!  
We wi l l we lcome our new 
provincial president, Karen Clark-
Lauzon, on March 25th.  At that 
meeting we will also view a 
fascinating pictorial history of 
Owen Sound wi th Richard 
Thomas.  To round out our year 
on May 27th we will participate in 
our very important Memorial 
Service and afterwards enjoy a 
presentation by motivational 
speaker, Judy Suke, entitled 
‘Lemons to Lemonade’.  We 

invite you to spread the word 
about these exciting events and 
welcome all retired teachers to 
share in these special meetings.        

This past June I had the good 
fortune to attend the RWTO 
Annua l Conven t i on i n S t . 
Catharines. I became quite 
curious to learn more about this 
outstanding organizat ion. I 
learned that in 1956 a small 
group of retired women teachers 
met to pursue the important goal 
o f persuad ing the Ontar io 
government to raise the level of 
pensions for retired women 
teachers to the same level as 
retired male teachers.  Finally, in 
1967 that goal was achieved.  
Thank you to those determined 
women for meeting that goal and 
many more, in the interest of 
women teachers.  We are so 
fortunate to be part of such an  
i m p o r t a n t a n d e n d u r i n g 
organization.

RWTO offers a Hospital and 
Home Care Insurance Plan at 
reasonable cost to its members. A 
rare opportunity is soon to be 

available.  From September 15 to 
November 15, 2019 there will be 
an Open Window for members 
and their spouses to enrol in the 
insurance program regardless of 
any health issues. Benefits 
include such things as home 
nursing, transportation, special 
equipment and many other items.  
More information will be available 
at the September 25th General 
Meeting.

RWTO is an organization that 
strives to provide support, social 
connections, and stimulating 
activities for retired women 
teachers. RWTO welcomes 
teachers of all levels (elementary, 
s e c o n d a r y , c o l l e g e a n d 
university) whether or not they 
are receiving a pension.  As 
retired women teachers we are 
proud of our history and our 
contributions to the world of 
education.  I look forward to 
meeting all of you and your 
guests at our upcoming General 
Meetings.

Yours in Caring and Sharing,

Sue Loyst
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goodwill 
Welcome  to  Fall  and  another  year  of  Sharing 
and  Caring  with  our  RWTO/OERO  group.  
Since our Spring meeting many cards were sent 
out to our members or their families.  
Birthday  cards  went  to  Betty  Ritchie,  Jessie 
Ross, and Verna Killam.   We hope that you had 
wonderful birthday celebrations.
Thinking  of  You  cards  went  to  Bobbie  Harris 
and to Gwen Nickle.
Sympathy cards were sent to Barb Schwartz at 
the passing of her brother-in-law; to the family 
of  Judy  Govis;  and  to  Maureen  Low  at  the 
passing of her mother.
If  you  know  of  anyone  who  should  be 
remembered, please notify us.
 
Yours in Caring and Sharing, 
Lorraine Dunning     
519-376-5017 
Barb Schwartz  
519-371-2474

MEMBERSHIP FEES for 2019/20 are due at our September 
meeting. The amount is $50.00. If you retired before Aug. 31, 
1980, the fee is $25.00.  If you pay the Provincial dues to another 
RWTO branch, then the amount for an associate membership 
with the Owen Sound Branch is $10.00.  We would appreciate it if 
you would please pay before or at the September dinner meeting. 

NOTE:  IF YOU HAVE  RWTO INSURANCE , YOU MUST BE A 
CURRENT PAID MEMBER OF RWTO FOR THE INSURANCE       

TO BE EFFECTIVE. 

Please make your cheque payable to RWTO Owen Sound and Area 
Branch. It can be paid at the September meeting or mailed to the 
treasurer. It can be post dated September 1, 2019.   If you will not be 
attending the September meeting, please send the payment ASAP to 
Marg before the meeting.  Payment to the provincial office will be sent 
Sept. 30th.  Membership cards will be at the next dinner meeting, or 
you can include a self addressed, stamped envelope if you wish it 
mailed to you. Marg’s phone number is  519 376-6950.  

Margaret Abra                                                                                   
438 1st St. S.W. Owen Sound, ON N4K 6Z8 

Elections Canada is hiring! Election day is 
October 21, 2019. If you or someone you 
know would like to work at the upcoming 
Federal Election, register at elections.ca or 
visit the Returning Office, 945 3rd Ave. E., 
Suite 212A, Owen Sound, N4K 2K6, Mon - 
Fri. 9-9, Sat. 9-6 or Sun. 12-4. Workers must 
be 16 years of age on Election Day to work.

http://elections.ca/
http://elections.ca/
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From Our Archives

May’s Table Centrepiece
Donaldene Waugh receiving the 
Cora Bailey Award from Connie

Rebecca Hlynialuk congratulates Connie Morris  
for her years of service as President

2019 - 2020 Executive

Memorial by Lorraine Dunning 
and Mary Mackenzie

Marguerite Husband’s presentation 
“Flowers in Paradise”

* The Teacher’s Superannuation Act was passed in 1917.  Pensions would 
be provided at the time of retirement if the teacher had taught 40 years.  That 
pension was somewhere between $365.00 and $1000.00 annually.  2% was 
deducted from each pay cheque and invested wisely by the government, to 
ensure this pension would be there.  It was a giant beginning at that time. 

* The first provincial (annual meeting) convention was held in Toronto in 
1957.  By 1963 the cost for a delegate to attend was $10.00 which covered 
one night’s accommodation, lunch and dinner.  This varied slightly from 
year to year. 
* We have been honoured to have had three Provincial Presidents from our 
branch.  Alma Wilson 1987-1988, Marie Vaughan (2 years) 1995-1997, Joy 
Patyk 2005-2006.


