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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

How time flies!  It seems as if so much has happened since my last 
message. Another season is upon us with its own fascination and 
activities.  

Our September General Meeting, with the Walkabout was well 
received and well attended.  We were pleased to have our RWTO 
President, Karen Clark-Lauzon join us. This format was a great way 
to share the various activities our Branch is involved in.  There is a 
lot of variety in activities and outreach. 

Our Insurance Event, on September 18th, was a success.  It was well 
attended and very informative.  Any questions about Insurance can 
still be addressed at any time. 

The Area 7 Meeting was also well attended. I enjoyed the light -
hearted tone with the sharing of ideas, many joining in the songs 
performed and the laughter. 

Again, I encourage you to invite a friend, an acquaintance who is a 
Retired Teacher to one of our Meetings or Interest Groups.  A 
discount voucher will be given for one of our General Meetings to 
anyone who joins. 

In the fall/winter season, it is always good to get out and join others 
in fellowship and support. 



Never underestimate the impact you had as a teacher.  Many times, I 
have had former students make a positive remark or comment about 
something they remembered from our classroom.  

Last year I tried to recall a poem I learned in elementary school but 
could not recall the entire poem.  Many times, a song, lines of a poem 
or an experience a teacher shared will come into my mind and I will 
remember how it enriched my life.  So, I will end with the lines of a 
poem that I learned that I often remember at this time of the year.  

 

The Mist and All 

By Dixie Willson 

(to be read slowly and quietly) 

 

I like the fall, the mist and all 

I like the night owl’s lonely call 

And wailing sound of wind around 

 

I like the gray November day 

And bare, dead boughs that coldly sway 

Against my pane.  I like the rain 

 

I like to sit and laugh at it 

And tend my cozy fire a bit 

I like the fall, the mist and all. 

 

Joshua Dyer 2019 (aged 14), was tasked at school to write a poem for Remembrance 

Day.   An hour later, (without any help), he produced this poem. 



 

 

 

 

 

ONE THOUSAND MEN ARE 

WALKING 

 

 

 

One thousand men are walking, walking side by side 

Singing songs from home the spirit as their guide. 

They walk toward the light milord they walk towards the sun 

They smoke and laugh and smile together no foes to outrun. 

These men live on forever in the hearts of those they saved 

A nation truly grateful for the path of peace they paved. 

They march as friends and comrades, but they do not march for war 

Step closer to salvation a tranquil steady corp. 

The meadows lit with golden beams a beacon for the brave 

The emerald grass untrampled a reward for what they gave. 

They dream of those they left behind and know they dream of them 

Forever in those poppy fields there walks one thousand men. 

Joshua Dyer 

GOLF 

Again, this season we had an enthusiastic group of Retired Teacher Golfers who met 

Friday mornings at Heron Landing for an enjoyable round of golf.  Some days we had as 

many as 3 tee times. We are winding up our season this Friday with a breakfast at 

Sunrise Grill. New golfers are always welcome and if you are interested in next year call 

Marilyn Peavoy at 874- 2727. 

BRIDGE 



Every second Monday of the month, we have a fun game of bridge.  We meet at Grace 

United Church on Howden Avenue at one fifteen.  The games are in the basement, and 

there is an elevator if needed.  We have differing levels of ability, and all are welcome.  

People are allowed, encouraged, to seek advice if they are dealt a challenging hand. 

We are always seeking new members to add to our numbers.  Remember to invite your 

non-teacher friends, too.  At this time, we average two or three tables per game.  We pay 

three dollars to play and the monies are given back to the church to support the 

Collective Kitchen ministry.  During the afternoon, there is lots of laughter, chatting, and 

snacks with coffee.  If you are interested in coming out or getting more information, 

please call Sharon at 705-741-3313.  Thanks. 

 

RWTO INSURANCE OPEN ENROLMENT CONTINUES! 

 

THE OPEN ENROLMENT PERIOD with RWTO’S Insurance company, MANULIFE, continues 

until NOVEMBER 15, 2019. During this Open Window, if you are an uninsured RWTO 

member, you and/or your spouse can enroll in the HOSPITAL AND HOME CARE PLAN and 

your acceptance in guaranteed.  You cannot be declined coverage, regardless of your 

age or the state of your health even if you have previously been declined coverage.  The 

cost of this plan continues to be $14.49/month for RWTO members and $15.57/month 

for your spouse.   

For a RWTO Insurance brochure and application form please contact: 

Ruth Anne McNaught at 705-740-3266 or ramcnaught@gmail.com   

 

 

YULETIDE CHEER! 

 

YULETIDE CHEER features the 110 voices of the PETERBOROUGH SINGERS directed by 

Syd Birrell and the glorious sounds of VENABRASS and PIPE ORGAN. This concert may 

just be what is needed to put you in the holiday spirit.  Sacred and secular, familiar and 

new, contemplative or full boisterous joy; this will be a musical experience you will not 

want to miss!   

WHEN: Saturday, November 30th at 7:30 p.m. 

WHERE: Emmanuel United Church (534 George St. N. Peterborough) 

TICKETS: $35.00 

For Tickets/Information contact: Ruth Anne McNaught at 705-740-3266 or 

ramcnaught@gmail.com 

BOOK WORMS 

mailto:ramcnaught@gmail.com
mailto:ramcnaught@gmail.com


 

Second Tuesday of the month                          Joyce Fee – jfee@accel.net 

November 12 – at Gwen Gifford’s - Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 

December 10 - at Deb Glynn’s - When We Were Young by Lisa Wingate (note change) - 

Book Bag 10 copies to be given out at November meeting. 

January 14 - at Doreen Roland’s - The Cellist of Sarajevo by Stephen Galloway – Book 

Bag 10 copies plus one on disc 

  

LET’S DO LUNCH 

 

First Tuesday of the month                                                           Joyce Fee – jfee@accel.net 

December 3rd at Chemong Lodge 

January 7th - we will do Chinese                               

Send your favourite eating place that accommodates at least a group of twenty to me 

 

 

REFRAME FILM FESTIVAL 2020 

The chosen films to be shown at the 2020 Reframe Film Festival will be published in two 

weeks’ time.  Our executive will vote on the two films that they feel are most appropriate 

for RWTO/OERO to sponsor.  The Festival is held the last weekend in January.  The three 

venues are usually Showplace, The Venue and Market Hall.  A variety of international 

food vendors sell their products in the Lower level of Showplace.  Along with the other 

cafes and restaurants nearby, one can catch an interesting meal as you move between 

the venues.  Come and enjoy the films shown over the four-day period!  One can 

purchase a weekend pass.  I'm not sure if individual film tickets will be available this 

year.  For more information, please contact Reframe, or me at dasiddell@bell.net.. 

Ann Siddell 

 

 

PETERBOROUGH OUTREACH NEWS 
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Outreach activities to date this fall have been interesting and a learning 

experience. We have been supporting YWCA Crossroads Shelter with their Nutrition 

Education programme for children.  At our September General meeting members 

generously donated $25.00 and a wonderful variety of school supplies.  Our 

Peterborough RWTO also donated $100.00 this year in continuing support of their 

community education. 

On October 18th I was invited to volunteer at a Crossroads event at The Venue.  

Two hundred Grade 7 and Grade 8 students from Kenner Collegiate participated in “The 

Magic of Being You”, a conference on issues such as self-esteem, self- care, bullying and 

the importance of finding help in school and in the community,  The host of the event 

was local TV AND blog personality Michelle Ferreri, who shared some personal stories.  

Students also shared experiences and made many insightful comments.  

It is possible that these events will continue with other school groups.  Also, the 

shelter now has funding to organize Girls’ and Boys’ Spaces, an education and support 

programme on healthy relationships in various schools in the Peterborough area. 

  

Our Christmas luncheon and meeting at Baxter Creek will be coming up very soon on 

November 26th. This year we hope to collect new children’s books for the Salvation Army 

Christmas Drive. Cameron House is also in need of donations of clothing, footwear and 

toiletries, and these may also be brought to the meeting. Any items that you can donate 

are most gratefully appreciated and will be delivered soon after the meeting. 

Sincere thanks for your support and generosity!  - Theresa Cornack and Trish Murphy 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

 

Lisa Cossar 

Karin DesChamps 

Hilda Jolley 

Elena Pollarolo 

Karen Vandenberg 

 

 



ISSUES AND CONCERNS 

Help Starts Here: we know that if you need Directory Assistance (an individual or 

company phone number) call 4-1-1  

For Emergency Services (fire, police or ambulance) call 9-1-1 

Not all countries in the world use 911 for an emergency # so check with 911 before 

leaving to find out the emergency number of the country you'll be visiting.  

Did you know about these help lines?  

Call before digging to prevent damaging underground lines – 8-1-1 

For non - emergency health information (a nurse is on duty 24/7) call 1-1-1 

Cell phone users can get assistance by calling 6-1-1 

For up to the minute traffic & transit information in Ontario; details about accidents or 

road closures call 5-1-1 

For Ontario Municipal services i.e. Peterborough City Services or city hall; non-urgent or 

routine help from police, fire & ambulance call 3-1-1 

To connect with Community Services i.e. Health services, Foodbank or meal planning, 

Disability support programs, Housing or utility help, Volunteer organizations, Parenting & 

family programmes, Newcomer & immigrant services, Seniors services & homecare, 

Government social services call 2-1-1 

 

MERRY MATTRESS MAKERS 

This is a friendly reminder that Merry Mattress Makers meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the 

month.  Our next get together will be on November 17th from 10:00 - 12:00 at the home 

of Deb Glynn, 1290 Hetherington Dr., Peterborough. Everyone is welcome to come out 

for coffee, tea, snacks and fun!  No experience necessary! 

 

AWARDS 

The 2019-2020 Awards Committee is inviting nominations for both the Cora Bailey 

Award and the Jean Axcell Award. 

If you know of a member of our local branch whom you feel is deserving of one of these 

awards and has not previously received it, we would love to hear from you!  Nominations 

will be received up until February 1st, 2020. 



ONTARIO VOLUNTEER SERVICES AWARDS 

On September 30th, 2019, six members of the Peterborough branch of RWTO/OERO 

attended the Ontario Volunteer Services Awards ceremony at the Peterborough Holiday 

Inn, where they were recognized for their long-standing and dedicated service to our 

organization. 

Presented with lapel pins and certificates denoting their length of service thus far (from 

left to right): Marilyn Challice - 15 years,  

Ruth Millard - 30 years, Jean Axcell - 25 years, Pat Schiarizza - 40 years, Dorothy 

MacKenzie - 30 years and Joyce Fee - 25 years. 

Congratulations, ladies! 

 

 

 

 



LEGITIMATE QUESTIONS FOR SENIORS 

Question: How many days in a week? 

Answer: 6 Saturdays, 1 Sunday 

Question: When is a retiree's bedtime? 

Answer: Two hours after he falls asleep on the couch. 

Question: What's the biggest gripe of retirees? 

Answer: There is not enough time to get everything done. 

Question: Why don't retirees mind being called Seniors? 

Answer: The term comes with a 10% discount. 

Question: What is the common term for someone who enjoys work and refuses to retire? 

Answer: NUTS! 

Question: Why are retirees so slow to clean out the basement, attic or garage? 

Answer: They know that as soon as they do, one of their adult kids will want to 

store stuff there. 

 

Your Recipe Section 

 

We are re-printing the ‘Bs” because they are very relevant to the Christmas Season. 

 

 

 ‘B’ is for Beverages 

 



Christmas Morning Punch 

2 cups orange juice 

2 cups cranberry juice 

1 cup pineapple juice 

1 cup ginger ale 

Combine in a pitcher and serve cold 

 

 

Rhubarb Base for an Alcoholic or Mocktail Drink 

1 cup finely chopped rhubarb – (fresh or frozen) 

½ cup granulated sugar 

1 cup water 

1 bottle sparkling water, wine, soda water or ginger ale for the mix 

In a small saucepan combine rhubarb and sugar. 

Let set for 15 minutes to let the rhubarb juices infuse with the sugar.   

Add water and bring to a boil. 

Reduce heat and let simmer for 5 minutes stirring until mixture thickens 

Taste.  If too tart, add a little more sugar.  Cool.   

Refrigerate in an airtight container until needed when you can add your mix. 

       contributed by Ruth Anne McNaught. 

 

 

 

Mulled Wine 

1 bottle red wine 

2 or more cloves 

1 cinnamon stick 

1 cup brown sugar 

½ cup water 

Juice and rind of 1 lemon 

Boil all ingredients except wine until reduced to half. 

Strain.  Add the wine and heat until almost boiling.  Serve hot. 

 

 

Hot Mulled Cider 

2 - 48 oz. cans of apple juice or cider 

1 - 12-oz. can orange juice concentrate (no water) 

4 or 5 whole cloves 

2 cinnamon sticks 

A few pieces of ginger root 

1 nutmeg ball 

Combine all ingredients in a large saucepan and simmer until desired warmth 

Strain before serving. 

 



 

Party Punch 

1 litre lime sherbet 

1 litre orange sherbet 

2 litres vanilla ice cream 

2 litres 7 Up 

2 litres ginger ale 

Soften frozen ingredients in a large bowl.  Stir until well blended.  Add the liquids. 

 

 

Punch for a large gathering 



1 bottle cranberry juice 

1 large can pineapple juice 

1 large bottle ginger ale 

Lemon juice to taste 

 

Pour over ice cubes.  Decorate with slices of orange and/or lemon.  You may add 

blueberries, cherries and cranberries if you wish.  Mix in a large punch bowl. 

 

 

 

 

RWTO/OERO Peterborough Branch November Luncheon 

 

Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

Location: Baxter Creek Golf Club, 1702 Cedar Valley Road, Fraserville, ON, K0L 1V0. (Off 

Highway 28, north of Bailieboro, south of Peterborough) 

Valet parking is available for those wishing to have assistance. Someone will bring in 

your items, too. 

Time: Refreshments will be available at 10:00 a.m. 

Cost: $30.00. Payment is DUE Monday, November 18th. Cheques are payable to RWTO 

Peterborough Branch and may be handed in at one of our interest groups or mailed to: 

Kathleen March 

404-1802 Cherryhill Rd., 

Peterborough, ON K9K 0G4 



November Holiday Meal: If you have food allergies or dietary restrictions, it is important 

that we know about these before the luncheon so that accommodations can be made for 

you. A gluten free meal will be provided for anyone who requests it. 

Bake Sale: We hope many of you will participate by donating a baked item or a jar of 

preserves. Please have items wrapped appropriately and include a suggested price. 

Items will be on sale shortly after 10:30 a.m. Please bring small change for making 

purchases. 

Programme:  We are pleased to have Carol Singing and time to visit and browse before 

lunch is served.  After lunch we will have our annual QUARTER FRENZY. Everyone is 

encouraged to donate a suitable item to be placed on the auction table.  The auctioneer 

usually makes this quite exciting. Please bring lots of quarters so that you can bid on the 

items you would like to win. 

Door prizes after Lunch. 

Additional Notices: If you able, please bring a new or gently used children’s book 

donation for the Salvation Army’s Hamper Program.  Also, if you wish, toiletries 

(shampoo), hats, mitts or scarves and socks can also be brought for Cameron House and 

Brock Mission. Proceeds from the Auction and the Bake Sale will be added to our 

Charitable Donations Fund 

*****Please Note:  This is the only notice you will receive, so please respond yes or no 

to Kathleen by phone or e-mail. 705-742-1597 kathleenmarch616@gmail.com 

Only those who do not have e-mail will be contacted by telephone. 

 

 



 


