
“We are living in uncertain times.”  “The media constantly bombards us with how unprecedented each new development is. 
This kind of language tempts us to think of ourselves as unique—in our personal experiences and in our moment in history.     

If there is one thing literature can do for us, it is to remind us that we are not unique, and therefore we are not alone.              
Literature is powerful because it speaks to the human condition. It reflects our circumstances and gives meaning to them.     

The details might be new, but the experiences of fear, isolation, boredom, anxiety, and longing for safety are not.”                                                

“I wish it need not have happened in my time,’ said Frodo. ‘So do I,’ said Gandalf, ‘and so do all who live to see such times. 
But that is not for them to decide. All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.’” —J.R.R. Tolkein    

Forward this newsletter on to all of your retired teacher friends                                                            
who are not members and invite them to join us. Sharon J. 
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“You may not control all the events that happen to you, but you can decide not to be reduced by 
them.” —Maya Angelou 

SURVIVING THE COVID-19 ACTIVITIES 
LET US KNOW HOW YOU ARE DOING! 

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU! 



For Information about the RWTO /OERO check out the following web link  
at Halton Community  Database 

http://search.hipinfo.info/record/OAK3395?Number=0 

THANK YOU TO LAST YEAR’S EXECUTIVE 
 

Linda Mac.. -President , Edith De. –Past President  Diane S. 1st  VP 
Bev. T. -Treasurer,  Ruth M. -Insurance,  Nancy W. -Goodwill,  
Frances Q.- Phone Coordinator, Leslie W. -Membership and  

Historian/ Archivist, Barb L. -Program Co-Chair, Cathy C. -Program Co-Chair,  
Sharon J.- Communications,  Lorette K.– Communications,  

Laurie M.- Recording Secretary  
Thank you for all of your work, time and commitment. 

A special thank you to Edith D. and Lorette K. for your many years of service. 

WELCOME TO THE NEW EXECUTIVE 
 

Diane S. . -President,  Linda Mac. –Past President   
Bev. T. -Treasurer,  Ruth M. -Insurance,  Nancy W. & Frances Q. -Goodwill,  

 Leslie W. -Membership and Historian/ Archivist,  
Barb L. -Program Co-Chair, Cathy C. -Program Co-Chair,  

Sharon J.- Communications,  Laurie M.- Recording Secretary  
WE STILL NEED 1st and 2nd Vice President 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
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CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK— RWTO OAKVILLE 
 Email For Oakville RWTO -rwtooakville@gmail.com 

To enlarge photos or printing in this newsletter press ctrl and the + key 
together. 

The Oakville Branch held two general meetings with an average of 39 of 52 active members 
attending. Member Laurie Maveal spoke about the St. John's Ambulance pet therapy  

programme, accompanied by her dog Bijou. We were entertained by a Celtic fiddle group  
at Christmas. Our annual joint meeting in March with the Burlington Branch  

and our May luncheon and AGM were cancelled due to COVID 19.  
Charitable donations went to St. John's Ambulance, Robbie's Rainbow, Shifra Homes  

and Halton Women's Place. We continue to support Food4Kids, the Kerr Street Mission,  
and Sleeping Children Around the World.  

Members enjoyed theatre, movie and tearoom outings,  
and an excursion to the MZTV Museum. We toured the Oakville Town Hall  

and attended PENTA 2019 hosted by the Mississauga Branch. Our interest groups include 
Bridge, Book Club, Garden Club, Out to Lunch, Tea Room Adventures, Movie Dates,  

and Tuesday @ 10 with varied activities. 
For 2020-2021 we welcome Diane S. who will serve as President for a third time,  

as well as PENTA chair.  
Stay safe everyone! Linda Mac. 



Membership Fees 
It’s that time of year to renew your membership. We invite new members to join the RWTO. 
Please encourage your friends and colleagues. 
Fees: Provincial  - $40 Total $55 
 Branch  -  $15 
If you retired before 1980     Please update all your information. 
Fees: Provincial   -$15  Total -$30    Thank you!   
  Branch   -$15 

The information collected by the Membership Committee will be used by RWTO Oakville Branch to 
create a database of members.  

This database will be used to analyze membership trends, and to identify member interests.  
It will not be sold, loaned, or provided in any way to any other individual or  

organization. Some information will be provided to RWTO/OERO Provincial. RWTO Oakville Branch  
publishes a newsletter, e-notices, and maintains an Internet Webpage. Under the Freedom of  

Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIPP) permission is needed to print/post images or  
information on our members.  

If you have any objections to your name, picture, or member information being                                                
included on our website, e-notices, or newsletter, please contact Leslie W. 
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PROVINCIAL CONVENTION - Has been cancelled this year due to the COVID-19 

************PENTA 2020************** 
Unfortunately the scheduled visits to Lydia Snow, Mississauga, and Peel North Branches 

were cancelled due to Covid-19, but I will send information to them via email.                

We are being optimistic that our PENTA will still occur, so please continue to collect items 

and work on baskets. Lorrie I. has asked that the baskets be delivered to her house after 

Thanksgiving instead of after Labour Day. Thank you for all you have done and             

will continue to do for our PENTA, and STAY HEALTHY!!!    Diane S.    

Phone Connection: 
If you know anyone who is in hospital, in bereavement, or if you have time sensitive  

information please contact the President of RWTO Oakville Branch. 

INSURANCE MATTERS     -     April 2020 
There have been no changes or updates to the RWTO Hospital and Home Care 
Plan since the fall of 2019 when the open window was offered.  As a result of the 
open window opportunity to enroll in the RWTO Hospital and Home Care Plan 
our Oakville branch had 15 new policies, 10 new members and 5 spouses. 
In early April 2020, Terry Kennedy did not know of any extensions or timeline 
changes for filing claims caused by the COVID-19 outbreak.  Policy holders have 
one year in which to file a claim from the date of the occurrence of the illness or 
accident.   Ruth  M. 

“COVID 19 Special” Pay your membership by May 29 and be entered into a draw to win your 
lunch when we are able to next  gather together. 

Thank you to the Burlington Branch for this idea. 



 
MAY LUNCHEON        

 

Due to COVID-19 our May Luncheon has been cancelled.  
We hope to be able to meet together soon.  

      . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events 
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May OUTING – The outing to Ripley's Aquarium on May 4th is cancelled. due to COVID-19  

“‘Where are we going, Pooh?’ ‘Home, Piglet. We’re going home because that’s 

the best thing to do right now.'” —A.A. Milne 

Interest Groups 
Contact Person & Days for Interest Groups: 
Book Club    Third Monday  -Frances Q.  
Bridge Group           Second & Fourth Tuesday -First & Third Wednesday Maryellen L. 
Out To Lunch  Day Varies   -Maryellen L. 
Garden Club   Contact– TBA 
Movie Club  Contact– Ruth M. 
Thursday @10  Contact—Cathy D. 
Tea Room Adventures  Contact– Diane S. 

INTEREST GROUPS ARE AT PRESENT  
    ON HOLD UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

FOOD4KIDS 
The Food Drive that we usually have at the May Luncheon will not occur, and so I have 
included a message from Gayle Kabbash, the Executive Director of Food4Kids Halton, in 
case any members would like to help in another way. 
“We share your concern about providing food for our kids as we self distance. In response, 

we are providing grocery gift cards for our kids as long as needed. Your support in helping 

provide these cards would be deeply appreciated. It only costs $10 per child for a weekend 

supply of food. We need you more than ever during this difficult time. Go to 

www.food4kidshalton.ca/make-a-donation. We are working hard to ensure no child in Hal-

ton, goes hungry. Thank you” Diane S. 

http://www.food4kidshalton.ca/make-a-donation


Page 5 

 
  
. 

R.W.T.O.     O.E.R.O.   NEWSLETTER  

MEMBERSHIP 
by Leslie W. 

The Oakville RWTO/OERO strives to keep its current members enthusiastic and committed to the organiza-
tion, as well as find ways to communicate to potential candidates the value of belonging to our group. 
As of March 2020, our branch was 63 retired women teachers strong, from the ages of 55 to 95 years 
young, full of caring and sharing, of fellowship and fun. We have 52 regular members, 6 associate members, 
and 5 life members. We may be small in numbers, but we're mighty in our commitment to our members 
and our community. We have a variety of interest groups, events, and tours for our members. We are working 
on projects and financially support many charities in the community. 
If you know of other retired teachers, please tell them about our wonderful organization of caring and sharing, 
of fellowship and fun, with its many interesting, exciting, and varied activities and events. Encourage them to 
come to one of our events. Send them the newsletter to get a feel for our organization. Or give me the infor-
mation and I will contact them. Remember, you, our members, are our best spokeswomen and recruiters.  

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS 
Due to the postponement of the March and May Luncheons, we’d like to recognize the following 
birthdays since we last celebrated them at the December Luncheon.  
 February -Donna Mc., Pat T., Fern T., Laurie M., and Barbara W.  
 March  -Wendy W., Lorrie I., Bonnie F., Gloria M., Donna K., Christine B.,  
 Jane W., and Linda M. 

April - Lorette K., Lilli C., Cathy D., Maryellen L., Frances Q.,  
and Marjorie W. (congratulations Marjorie- 90 years young!) 
May-  Ruth M., MaryEm K., Diann R., Bev T., and Diane S. 
June-  June M., Chris L., Helen S., Chris C., June H., Moira P., Elfriede B., and Betty W.  
 July -Nancy P., Jean K., Joan S., Nancy W., and Rozanne P.  

                                                            SURVIVING COVID-19 
Some of our members decided to participate in the bear hunt game that went viral around the world to help kids pass the time during the 

Covid-19 pandemic. It was to keep kids occupied as they went for walks with their parents as they were no longer able to play with others 
or go to parks or community centres or playgrounds, due to physical distancing. The object of the game: the kids were to search and count 

the teddy bears seen in windows of homes they passed. The game was believed to be inspired by the Michael Rosen children’s picture 
book, We’re Going on a Bear Hunt. 

“We’re going on a bear hunt, we’re going to catch a big one. What a beautiful day! We’re not scared!” 
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SURVIVING COVID19 

Other members have decided to make or had made face masks, 
 PPE (personal protective equipment),  

to help protect others from the spreading of the coronavirus.  
Self isolation and physical/social distancing are our new normal in these trying times. 

Some members put pen to paper and composed poems about their time during the pandemic. 

 THE EFFECT OF PANDEMIC  
SELF-ISOLATION  
ON  ONE GAL           
         
By Lorette K. on March 22, 2020 
This isolation has done odd things to 
me.                                                                   
In many ways, it makes me free. 
I wear clothing grossly unmatched, 
From a style not yet hatched. 
 I can eat raw garlic to my heart’s delight; 
Nobody running away from my sight. 
And deodorant is no longer necessary; 
Until my nose makes me ultra-wary. 
 Chlorine bleach is in the laundry 
Chlorine bleach is on the dishes 
But whoa; not in food or in sundries; 
Those are still against my wishes. 
 I have done my taxes, yippee, yippee; 
And many jigsaw puzzles for a break; 
But several back-burner jobs, I see, 
Are on the front burner for my sake. 
 Jobs at 15% and play at eighty-five; 
Alas for me, did not quite work out. 
A backlog grew like a busy beehive; 
Adjustments are needed, there is no doubt. 
 Not visiting Don is very hard, of course; 
But we do talk on the phone a lot. 
No use fretting when there is no recourse, 
He is very safe, so I worry not. 
 My freezer is packed with food. 
I am very lucky in that respect. 
But I overeat to improve my mood 
Gaining weight, a negative side effect. 
  hope the RWTO gals are safe and well 
Taking precautions is clever and wise. 
Too bad to separate for a spell; 
But it is temporary, I do surmise.  

Blowing Kisses  by Chris C. 
 
You blew it softly and it travelled through space  
I saw the biggest smile light up your face  
I grabbed it with two hands so as not to miss  
In my pocket I placed your loving kiss  
On days when I miss you or am feeling blue  
I just reach inside and think of you. 
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SURVIVING COVID19 

SPRING GARDENS 

 

HIGH LIGHTING MEMBERS 

 Pat D. 
 

Pat was envious of those Canadian Snowbirds going south for the winter, so she decided to see what it would be like and went to 
Mexico for a month. She went with some family members and friends from her Kerr Street Singers and Karaoke groups. There were 
eight people in all. She went from February 25th to March 21st (had to come home a little earlier than planned because of Covid-19) 

 and stayed in a huge villa on a steep incline, in the old section of Acapulco, overlooking the Pacific Ocean.  
The view was spectacular! The villa was decorated in the Mexican style and had a pool.  

It came with a housekeeper and groundskeeper who, unfortunately, didn’t speak English.  
Pat swam in the pool 3-4 times a day and chose to cook, for the most part, at the villa rather than eat out.  

There were a lot of things to do to pass the time. She went shopping in local markets,  
relaxed at several beaches, took a boat cruise to an island, sang karaoke one night,  

had massages out in the open, saw the cliff divers, enjoyed a Mexican dance show, and admired the beautiful sunsets. 
The people were very poor, making about 130 pesos a day which amounts to $10.  

They made money in whatever way they were able.  
Even going to the washroom, when out and about, would cost you as you were charged for the water and toilet paper.  

It was like living in another era. 
Pat’s favourite part of the trip was the parasailing. She was extremely surprised that she wasn’t terrified at all,  

considering she didn’t really like heights. It was absolutely exhilarating! It was the most wonderful feeling in the world for her. 
The final week was spent in booking flights home and having them cancelled.  

There was no mention of the coronavirus, no use of masks, and no physical/social distancing.  
Interestingly enough, they did show up in the end with a large bottle of sanitizer.  

So much of the Mexican people’s livelihood involves the tourists. 
The Canadian Snowbirds’ trip was an experience to remember!  

Who wouldn’t like to forget about the real world for a short time and enjoy living in paradise?! 

Spring has sprung .the grass is riz..I wonder where the birdie is... 
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HISTORIAN 
  

As historian, I try to capture pieces of our present history, the essence of our branch, in digital form.  
I need your help in keeping me informed about what is going on with the branch members, the events,  

and the interest groups. Please send/lend me any articles, pictures, memory cards, etc.  
with a brief write up and a list of those in attendance. 

 I can come to you to get/transfer the pictures and information. Thank you.  
"Archives provide a window to the past through which we have come. It is a stepping stone on which we 
can stand in the present as we continue to build our future. An archivist is a guardian of the past, as well 
as a collector in the present." As archivist, I collect, file, and preserve historical material relevant to the 

Oakville RWTO/OERO Branch and its members. Any newspaper clippings, photos, etc. about our 
branch and members would be greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

by Leslie W. 

On February 12th, some members gathered at the new 
Food 4Kids location to help pack 399 grocery bags for 
Halton schools’ students. The Tuesday/Thursday @ 10 
Group donated $40. 

Some members enjoyed the  
musical, “Cabaret", at the Sheridan  
Theatre on the afternoon of March 23rd. 

On March 3rd, the Tuesday @ 10 Club 
 participated in Chair Yoga at Cathy D.'s, 

 led by member, Laurie M.  
It was a gentle stretch and relaxation session 

designed for people of all abilities.  
The benefits were improved flexibility, blood 

flow, breathing, and a sense of well-being. 
The Chartwell Bridge Club met on 
March 4th for a friendly, competitive card game. 

 
On March 9th, the Out to Lunch Bunch dined 
at Maro’s Bistro. 

The Book Club met at Bev 
T.’s home on March 16th. 
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Celebrations of Life 2020 
 

“Your presence is ever near us,  
Your good work remains with us yet.  

You were the kind of contributing person  
That we will never forget.” 

 
Today we honour and celebrate the life and cherish the memory of our dear friends, Anne Whittaker, 
Meg Heath, and Eleanor Jones, who have left us. Let us remember and appreciate them as teachers, 

wives, mothers, and friends. 
 

“A life well lived  
Leaves its gentle pattern  

On the hearts of all...  
And the world is a lovelier place  

Because one person  
Touched it with warmth and goodness  

and grace.” 
  

 Anne W.  (1932 - 2020)    
 

Anne was born on May 3, 1932. She married Frederick  and had three children, James, Tracy, and Tory and three  
stepchildren, Paul, Shirley, and Lawrence. Anne was a cherished Nana to 11 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren. She 
enjoyed the time she spent with her husband and grandchildren in Collingwood. Anne adored music and was an accomplished 
singer and pianist. After graduating from Trinity College at the University of Toronto, she used this talent during her long 
career as a much-loved kindergarten teacher in Oakville. An Oakville Branch member had her for Kindergarten at Oakwood 
Public School. Anne valued the fellowship of the congregants at St. Aidan’s Church and the friendships she developed with 
her walking group, the Inner Soles. Another Oakville member remembers seeing her mall walking in the wintertime. In Octo-
ber 28, 1987, Anne joined the Oakville Branch of O.A.S.W.T. (Ontario Association of Superannuated Women Teachers) in 
its first year of existence. She was on the Phone Committee in 1992-93. At the Fall Luncheon in 1988, she participated in a 
fashion show. Anne was valued for her devotion to her family, for her friendship, kindness and her sweet spirit. 
On February 2, 2020, Anne passed away at the Oakville Trafalgar Memorial Hospital, in her 88th year. 

 
 

Meg H.  (1937 - 2019) 
 

Meg was born on September 8, 1937 in Peebles, Scotland to James and Bella S.. She had two brothers, George and Michael, and 
one sister, Isabel. She was married to Thomas Heath for 59 years and they had 2 daughters, Anne and Jill, and two  

grandchildren. Meg was a graduate of McMaster University and taught high school at Highland in Dundas and Queen Elizabeth 
Park in Oakville. She retired from teaching in January  1978. Meg joined the Oakville Branch of RWTO/OERO on October 27, 

2000. She enjoyed the theatre, short trips, crafts, entertainment, demonstrations, listening to speakers, and gardening.  
Meg was a resident of Alexander Place in Waterdown when she died. 

Meg passed away on December 27, 2019 at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Hamilton at the age of 82 years.  
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Eleanor J.  (1928-2019) 
Eleanor was born on November 25, 1928, in Drayton, Ontario, to Frank and Bessie S.. She had one brother, Gerald. She 
came from a Scottish background and grew up on a farm during the Depression. She was always a farm girl at heart. She 

went to live with her grandparents and helped raise her four cousins. At the age of 17 years, Eleanor started teaching.  
Her first job was teaching all the grades in a one room schoolhouse. 

She met her husband, Bruce, at Western University, where she received her BA in 1950. Eleanor and Bruce married on St. 
Patrick’s Day in 1951. They were adventurers at heart and travelled to the United States, India, and Australia. They raised 

three children, Debbie, Jeff, and Kent. They had two grandchildren and one great grandchild, with another on the way, at the 
time of Eleanor's death. Besides teaching, Eleanor helped her husband build houses. Some of her many skills included being 

a “wanna be” carpenter (for her birthday one year she asked for a chainsaw for one of her projects), an upholsterer, seam-
stress, renovator and decorator, artist, and counsellor. She was not afraid to drive a skidoo, go tubing, or ride a lawn mower to 
cut her grass. Eleanor taught for 35 years (was home raising her children for a while), mostly the primary grades of 1-3. She 
enjoyed teaching young children. She excelled at it because she loved children and she met them at their level so they could 
grow. In 1983, she received her Master’s in Education in New York state. She took courses in Art Education. Eleanor taught 
in Chelmsford, Massachusetts, New Delhi, India, and in Ontario, in London, in Falconbridge (a district of Sudbury), in the 
village of Linwood (township of Wellesley) and in Halton County at Mohawk Gardens and Sunningdale, from where she 
retired in 1994. She also volunteered as a Sunday school teacher at the Hopedale Presbyterian Church. Eleanor joined the 
Oakville Branch of the RWTO/OERO in November 2002. She was a Goodwill Committee member from 2006 to 2016, of 
which she was the Convenor from 2007 to 2016. She was diligent in sending cards for all occasions, delivering gifts, and 

phoning and visiting members. Eleanor served on the Cora Bailey Committee in 2014-15. She was honoured with the Cora 
Bailey Award in 2018 for her contributions to her Oakville Branch. She was an active and enthusiastic participant in the Cof-

fee Craft Club, the Thursday@10 Club, and the G.A.R.D.E.N. Club. If the club asked for gifts for the needy or to wear a 
costume to help create the atmosphere or to create her quilt square for a group quilt, Eleanor could be counted on to contrib-
ute. She enjoyed attending the luncheons and participating in the potluck pool parties. Eleanor was loving, kind, gentle, gra-
cious, and graceful, strong, feisty, determined, hardworking, creative, independent, friendly, caring, generous, and selfless. 

She had a life well-lived and her strong faith and her love of family helped her fight to the very end. After a courageous battle 
with cancer, Eleanor passed away on October 13, 2019, at the Princess Margaret Hospital, in her 91st year. 

 

 
 
 
Anne, Meg, and Eleanor may be gone, but they will never be forgotten. They have left rich memories 
behind, so that in the days ahead, we can remember and know that those memories will always keep 

them in our hearts. 

Native American Prayer 
 

“I give you this one thought to keep -  
I am with you still - I do not sleep.  
I am a thousand winds that blow,  
I am the diamond glints on snow,  

I am the sunlight on ripened grain,  
I am the gentle autumn rain.  

When you awaken in the morningʼs hush, 
I am the swift uplifting rush  

of quiet birds in circled flight.  
I am the soft stars that shine at night.  

Do not think of me as gone -  
I am with you still - in each new dawn.  


