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This coming year will be my fifth and final year 
as president of the South Bruce Branch of 
RWTO/OERO. It has been a wonderful learning 
experience that I will always treasure. The 
“people” connections I have made in our 
organization- whether they be local, area or 
provincial- are, for me, the highlights of my 
tenure. It is time to prepare to pass the baton! 
In May 2021, we will need to inform the 
Provincial office of our new executive for 
2021/2022. At the present time the positions on 
our executive are president, secretary, 
treasurer, insurance liaison and goodwill.  I 
would like to suggest 1) that our executive also 
consist of a vice-president and 2) that the roles 
of president and vice-president be held for a 
two year period.  
In the same vein, Christina Weylie has been the 
insurance liaison and is also looking for 
someone to take over from her.  
Please consider nominating yourself or other 
members for the position of president, vice-
president, or insurance contact for 2021 so that 
South Bruce can continue being an active, 
vibrant branch of RWTO. 
 
Many charitable organizations in our area are 
being adversely affected by Covid 19 in that 
they cannot hold the fund raising events that we  
 
 

 
 
have come to know and take part in. One such 
organization is Women’s House serving Bruce 
and Grey Counties. 
 It has been proposed that South Bruce Branch 
donate $500 dollars to this cause. We will need 
someone to make this motion and someone 
else to second it. Please email Christine your 
vote regarding this donation and we will follow 
the decision of the majority.   
Thank you for the tremendous response for the 
donations to the Saugeen Shores and 
Kincardine Food Banks. We had 40 members 
who voted unanimously in favour of the 
donation so the cheques were mailed to these 
worthy organizations last week. 
Sharing and Caring is our motto and we are 
proudly doing that in our communities. 
 
Pat Emmerton 
South Bruce RWTO/OERO President 
 
Sharing contact information 
This initiative was well received. The list has 
been compiled and either emailed or snail 
mailed to everyone who wished to be included. 
 
What’s new?  
Thanks for your great response to our request 
for personal updates. The ladies of South Bruce 
are active even when isolated; enjoy.  
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Eleanor Thompson: I am pleased to say I am doing 

well in spite of the virus. I do want to thank the 

retired teachers for their thoughtfulness; I am 

enjoying the beautiful pink carnations and baby’s 

breath delivered by Pat to my door. I received a 

card and phone call from Diane which I appreciated 

very much. I feel truly blessed to have got along 

well with breast cancer surgery and radiation 

treatments. It is great to belong to such a great 

group of people and look forward to our meetings 

happening soon. I am expecting the birth of my 

17th great grandchild in June; I really enjoy them. I 

did enjoy two weeks in Florida from January 29th 

until February 12th. 

Eva Marcone: This is one of the dishes we had 

while we were in Portugal in February. I have 

made it three times in the past few weeks and I 

am beginning to perfect the art of making a 

CATAPLANA using my wok instead of the 

traditional cataplana pot. A cataplana is a copper 

pot with a copper lid that clamps shut. When you 

order it at a restaurant, they serve it in the whole 

pot. The seafood dish inside is also called 

cataplana

. 

 
 
 
 

Jacqueline McGillivray: My new hobby is 
making ear savers! Many people have sore 
ears because of the masks many are required 
to wear in these troubled times. I would be 
happy to give you ear savers if you need them. 
Just let me know, call 519 389 5766. I will leave 
ear savers in a bag, with your name on it 
fastened to my door and you can pick them up. 
No contact. 

 
Melanie Clark: To commemorate the Liberation of 

Holland in May 2020, we are enjoying the tulips we 

planted throughout the garden last fall.  

Such a lovely sight to see the brightly coloured 

flowers during the unexpected pandemic! 

My father, William Harris, Royal Canadian Corps of 

Signals, Second Armoured Brigade, Canadian Army 

was stationed in Holland during the war and was 

involved with the Liberation of Holland. The 

Highway of Heroes Project sold the tulip bulbs to 

honour the Military and to commemorate the 75th 

Anniversary of the Liberation.  



 

Bev Harris: During our 14 day isolation, having 
returned from Florida, I became concerned 
about the availability of good reading material.  
We emailed a few friends to say that we had a 
good safe place for friends to share their good 
books.  A corner of our back deck is protected 
from the elements and folks could drop off 
favourite books to be shared with others.  This 
has proved to be very popular with those who 
like to read. 
Until libraries are open this will be our sharing 
spot.  If you would like to join the readers come 
by and see what we have available and if you 
like drop off a book at 216 Durham Street. 

 

Betty Johnson: I am finding this 

isolation difficult at times, but 

try to stay positive.  I have 

pulled out my scrap booking 

material and worked on getting 

caught up on the books for my 

grandchildren. 

My filing cabinet has been bulging 

with unnecessary items for several 

years.  So my shredder has been 

very busy as I purge.  It is a good 

feeling.   

I have also revived my interest in 

genealogy and have found some new 

and interesting info to add to my 

family trees. 

I have stayed connected with family 

and friends by FaceTime and 

telephone. 

As the weather has warmed I have 

had some porch visits from friends. 

I feel grateful that I live in an 

area where the covid-19 virus has 

been fairly well contained.  Thanks 

to all RWTO members who are caring 

and helping to keep us safe.  Miss 

seeing all of you. 

 

Sharon Ribey: Day 77/Stay Home-Self Isolation in 

my Happy Place, aka condo in Port Elgin.  

Enjoying the downtime! I do “escape” a couple of 

times a week (sunny weather only) to check my 

Happy Place #2, aka cottage. My return drive along 

the shoreline is 13km. I do hope the curve might 

flatten and the social distancing lifted a bit and I will 

be able to spend some time along the lakeshore in 

July and August??!! 

Take care. Feeling very blessed; no major issues... 

  



Joyce Scammell: So good hearing from you friend. 
It has been quite a siege for sure. Who could 
believe it could last so long, but your idea of 
'connecting' is nice in a time when we 
cannot 'hug' ha, ha. 
 
Our Jane McDougall at Hampton Court in 
Southampton is in isolation and I have opportunity 
to visit her outside her front window many times.  

 
And since the swimming pool is closed down I try to 
'bike' from 2 and half to 3 miles a day in my 

basement.😄 Other forms of exercise are weeding, 
and cutting the grass at my home and cottage. 
There is always lots to do and I think my home and 

garage have never been so clean and organized.👍 
 
Of course our church is closed, so we meet by 
ZOOM each Sunday, where we can 
see and interact with each other which is a great 
blessing. Thank God for this 
electronic/computer/telephone age. 

Also thank goodness for jig saw puzzles...I have not 
done so many in a long time. 

Sure a good way to pass the time.👏 
 
Would sure like to see/hear what others of our 
RTWO are doing... 

  
Frances Nixon: When the weather wasn’t so 
good I spent time knitting matching ski 
sweaters for my grandkids: six completed and 
only 2 to go. The better weather sees me 
outside doing yard work. Virtual hugs just aren’t 
the same but thank goodness for FaceTime 
and Skype keeping me connected while social 
distancing! Hope you are well and keeping safe 
and sane! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before you go… 
Please respond with the following: 

1) Your vote on the motion to 
donate money to the Women’s 
House. 


