
 

It is a cold winter day at the end of January as I sit at my computer working on this newsletter.           
It was nice to have a white Christmas. Actually, we have had quite a mild winter this year so far.                           

As we face our second wave of the COVID-19 Virus we can sit at home and stay safe,                                   
while we peruse this newsletter.                                                                                             

If you have any suggestions, please feel free to contact me. Thank you. Also, we are trying to make sure this  
newsletter gets out to everyone, so please let us know if you have received your copy                                   

and if you know of anyone who would like to receive a copy.                                                                                                      
Forward this newsletter on to all of your retired teacher friends who are not members                                        

and invite them to join us. Sharon J. 

Inside this Edition  
 
Various Updates      School Days, Membership, 
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Just a reminder we need  
people to serve on the  

Executive 

Phone Connection: 
If you know anyone who is in hospital, in bereavement, or if you have time sensitive  

information please contact Diane S. 

************************************************* 
For Information about the RWTO /OERO check out the following web link at Halton Community Database 

http://search.hipinfo.info/record/OAK3395?Number=0 

*************************************************** 
Email For Oakville RWTO      rwtooakville@gmail.com 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Check us out at http://www.rwto.org/ 

Connect with us on Facebook   RWTO Oakville Branch 

To enlarge photos or printing in this newsletter press ctrl and the + key 
together. 
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MaryEm K.  
Avalon School, South 
San Francisco, Cal. 
Belmont Elementary, Mass. 
Baker School Chestnut Hill, 
Brookline, Mass. 

Gail Ca. 
Ottawa, ON.   
Woodside,  
E.A. Orr,  
Brookdale   
Oakville, ON. 

Marjorie P. 
United Church School, Benton, NL.  
United Church School, Norris Arm, NL.  
United Church School, Botwood, NL. 
Hilldale Elementary School, Brampton, ON. 
Massey Elementary School, Brampton, ON.   

Sharon J. 
John N. Given, Chatham, ON. 
Stoney Brook, London, ON. 
E. A. Orr, Oakville, ON. 
Gladys Speers, Oakville, ON. 
Sheridan College, ECE, Oakville, ON. 
Oakville Christian School 
St. Joseph, Streetsville, ON. 
St. Dunston, Mississauga, ON. 
 

Diane S. 
McDonald High School in St. Anne 
de Bellevue, Quebec  
Holy Name of Mary Secondary 
School in Mississauga, ON. 

Moira P.  
an intermediate teacher at Pineland,  
a junior teacher at W. H. Morden,  
a SERT at Oakwood and at Falgarwood,  
a VP at E. J. James and at Ryerson,                                                                      
Principal at Dr. Best and Pauline Johnson  

MaryEllen L. 
Percy Merry,  
Brookdale,  
Woodside,  
and Pinegrove.   
Oakville, ON. 

  Leslie  W. 
Gladys Speers P. S.  

and Sheridan P. S. Oakville, ON. Bev. T. 
King George P.S., Toronto., ON. 
Oakville schools: 
Special Class teacher for Slow Learners at Munns and Sunningdale. 
Itinerant ESL teacher at Maple Grove, Chisholm, Linbrook, E.J. James, 
Brantwood, Pine Grove, Brookdale, Abbey Lane, Pilgrim Wood. 
Fulltime ESL teacher at Oakwood and West Oak. 

Lorette K. 
St. Joseph, Oakville, ON. 
St. John/Ecole Ste. Marie, Oakville ON. 
St. Phillippe, Burlington, ON. 
St. Alfred, Mississauga, ON. 
(+2 more in the Etobicoke and Halton Boards) 
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“Anything is possible when you have the right people there to support you.” Misty Copeland 

February 2021 

Membership Committee 
by Leslie W. 

The Oakville RWTO/OERO strives to keep its current members enthusiastic and committed to the  
organization, as well as find ways to communicate to potential candidates the value of belonging to our group. 
As of January 2021, our branch was 59 retired women teachers strong, from the ages of 63 to 96 years young, 
full of caring and sharing, of fellowship and fun. We have 50 regular members, 5 associate members,  
and 4 life members. We may be small in numbers, but we're mighty in our commitment to our members  
and our community. We have a variety of interest groups, events, and tours for our members.  
We are working on projects and financially support many charities in the community. 
If you know of other retired teachers, please tell them about our wonderful organization of caring and sharing,  
of fellowship and fun, with its many interesting, exciting, and varied activities and events.  
Encourage them to come to one of our events. Send them the newsletter to get a feel for our organization.  
Or give me the information and I will contact them.  
Remember, you, our members, are our best spokeswomen and recruiters.  

It was with great sadness that we lost a friend and member, Betty W., on August 13, 2020, 
in her 93rd year. The celebration of her life will be in an upcoming email. 

Betty W. 1928-2020  

 
If you have anything of interest that you would like to share with our membership, please get in 
touch with me (Leslie W.). It could be a trip, a special occasion, your volunteer work,  
something you are proud of accomplishing, etc. I would like to celebrate you in our newsletter! 

The information collected by the Membership Committee will be used by RWTO Oakville 
Branch to create a database of members.  

This database will be used to analyze membership trends, and to identify member interests.  
It will not be sold, loaned, or provided in any way to any other individual or  

organization. Some information will be provided to RWTO/OERO Provincial. RWTO Oakville 
Branch publishes a newsletter, e-notices, and maintains an Internet Webpage. Under the Free-
dom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIPP) permission is needed to print/post 

images or information on our members.  
If you have any objections to your name, picture, or member information being                                                

included on our website, e-notices, or newsletter, please contact Leslie W. 
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Helen S. 
I grew up in a home where a dog was always a part of our lives, so I have never known a time when I have been without  

a canine companion. I purchased my very first Alaskan Malamute back in the late 1980's and got involved over the years in the 
breeding and showing (conformation and obedience trials) of this amazing breed. At this time of Covid restrictions, my three... 

Eden, Shaka and Shila (Mom, Dad, and their red-haired daughter) bring such joy and happiness to me each day with their  
loving nature and high spirited antics. I am truly blessed to have these furry kids in my life. 

  
Linda Mac. 

I adopted Jade (calico tabby) and Cecil (grey and white tabby) from the Oakville Humane Society  
ten years ago after losing my dog and cat within a week of each other. Daisy (tortie point Birman)  
was my mother's beloved companion for 15 years.  I brought her home after my mother passed away in 
the summer. They are all wonderful family members whom I cannot imagine being without!  

 
Laurie M. 

Bijou, a Coton de Tulear, means so much to me: she makes me laugh;  
she keeps me active; she’s a brave little girl; she’s great company;  
she’s a fluffy, waggly tail when I come home; she joins me in yoga  

(best “down dog” ever!); she feels my emotions;  
she shares herself with others.  

She’s my retirement world especially this year. 

Edith De. 
Tripper was my pet companion, whom I inherited when my sister died. He brought excitement 
and happiness to my life by his antics as well as much peace and comfort by his faithful and 

loving presence. Whenever Tripper jumped up on me, it meant he wanted attention.  
In this photo, he had decided Book Club had had enough of my attention.  

Note, the spray bottle wasn’t a deterrent…  

Frances Q. 
 Otis is a Pug who came to me when he was 2 years old.  

He is nearly 18 years old now and still enjoys going for a walk 
every day. He is my constant companion who makes me feel 

very wanted and who follows me around like a puppy.  
Otis likes to cuddle and he makes me feel like living. 

Pat T. 
These are my thoughts on my furry family, my trio of Papillons. Rocket came to me as a  

rescue. He has now settled in and is a happy, very cuddly, little guy with the best temperament. 
He loves to be close and follows me everywhere. Once Covid-19 allows, he will be visiting 

Assisted Living homes as a Support Dog. Sophee is my shining star who is in a constant state 
of joy and movement. She can brighten even the darkest day.  

She is my verbally gifted one who loves the Ottawa snow and cold! No coat for her.   
Abbe is my link back to life in Burlington...memories of Agility classes, walks along the lake,  

times with Cinde, and her cuddles on my Mom’s lap.  
As you can see in the photo, Abbe is being safe during Covid-19. She is the Queen of the trio. 
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Sharon J. 
There are many articles on the benefits of owning pets. We have two, a 13 and a half year old 

British Golden Retriever, Sebastian, and our prima donna cat, Anastasia. Sebastian is definitely 
David’s dog and if there ever was a fire, I am sure next to the guitars, Sebastian would be 

saved. Look at all the exercise we get taking Sebastian for three walks a day, in all kinds of 
weather. Also all the social interaction, as we meet all the dog owners in the neighbourhood. 
Another benefit is the unconditional love, as he sits at our feet and greets us at the door. He 
also brings happiness into our lives, as we watch his pure joy and exuberance for life and all 
the antics. Anastasia, our beautiful cat, lives up to her name and is very much an aloof cat,  

although she absolutely loves Sebastian. It is interesting to see her follow him around, cuddle 
up to sleep with him, and bring her toys to his feet.  We, however are just her personal slaves. 

She does follow me around, but hates to be picked up. Such soft fur to pet and the anxiety  
levels drop when you are stroking a cat. Both are very much part of the family  

and we would miss having them be part of our lives. 

 Moira P. 
This photo shows Kleopatra and me getting ready to go for a boat ride in Muskoka.  

Our granddog, Kleopatra, is a miniature poodle. Prior to the lockdown, my son was assigned to 
work from home. He knew a lockdown was coming and decided it would be a good time to adopt 

a puppy. Once spring came our son worked from home at the cottage.  
It was at the cottage that we got much better acquainted with this little, furry bundle of energy 

and took her on our daily walks.  
Since November, Kleo has been residing with us until renovations on her real home are finished.  
We have found her to be an affectionate and fun addition to our lives. She also ensures we have a 

daily walk. For such a small dog she likes to walk much further and has more energy than our 
dearly departed Labrador Retriever.  

Pat De. 
I have had dogs for most of my adult life. Having a dog is great because I meet all sorts of people walking her.  

Also, if something is going on up the street and I don’t want to appear nosy, I just, oops, happen to be taking Katey for a walk. 
The warmth and love I get from her and give to her gives me a lot of peace and contentment.  

 Katey is much more obedient and agreeable than many men I have met and not nearly so demanding!  
She likes me even when I haven’t had a shower or am a few kilograms overweight.  
Katey is great with dogs and children so I never have to worry about a dog sitter. I 

 have a poster that says, “ My Dog is not spoiled…I am just well- trained”. Sad but true! 

  “A true friend leaves paw prints on your heart. 
        “My pet is not just a pet…He/She is my best friend!”  

When they were young 
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Kathleen K. 
In December of 2013, Erica, a tabby cat, became part of our family when she was 4 

months old. She was so tiny she fit in the palm of my hand. The first night she slept with 
her head on my arm. She was so tiny we had to put a step stool by the side of the bed to 

help her get up onto our bed. You could feel her ribs, she was so thin. She had been 
roaming the streets of Burlington in late November.  

Now you can see that she is no longer thin and tiny. She has a mind of her own.  
She loves to watch the squirrels outside on our deck. She loves to snuggle up against you 
while you watch television in the evening. We love her. She is a member of our family. 

 Lorrie I. 
Our little dog, (9 pounds) Brindi, will be 11 years old on January 30.  

She is a brindle poodle which means she’s multi coloured.  
What a personality… so stubborn and really at times a kook. She will plant all 4 feet and 

not move when she has had it on a walk. (Kinda embarrassing at times.)  
Her favourite toy is a stuffed George. Brindi hauls that toy, which is almost as big as her, 

everywhere. When she is hungry, off she goes to find it and then shakes it to death.  
At night, if she misses it, she leaves the bedroom to go and get it.  

It’s annoying as she cannot get up the stairs at night with it. She also likes to play ball. 
When anyone in the house is sick, Brindi will stay with you for as long as you need her. 

She can be so loving but so annoying. She will take your slipper, glove or sock and when 
you want it back, the chase begins. She loves her yard and fiercely protects  

it from squirrels and rabbits. She is quite fast and has caught a rabbit, but it managed to 
escape leaving a bit of its tail behind. Whew.   

Leslie W. 
I have both indoor pets and outdoor “pets”. My indoor, furry felines provide pleasure, happiness, excitement, and entertainment 
as there is never a dull or quiet moment. They keep me on my toes. My cats teach me about unconditional love and listen with-

out passing judgement. They are loyal companions and family members, each one different from the other, with their own 
quirky personality. I have 2 calicos (Cali and Patches), 2 tortoise shells (Nubbs and Freckles), and 2 orange tabbies (Tiger and 

Blaze)Call me Crazy Cat Lady or Catwoman, as my brother-in-law calls me...       
My outside “pets” are the wildlife outside my door. They bring peace, calm, entertainment, and music to my world.  

There is Miss Jenny, a turkey who started visiting daily this spring to share the birdseed with all the songbirds and chipmunks. 
In the cold, snowy winters, the deer walk up from the ravine to dine on seeds and corn that I put out. I can’t go by a window 
without checking to see who is dining on my patio. My outdoor “pets” bring me an appreciation for the simple things in life. 
They’re nature’s television to me. They are probably also the reason why my grass and gardens aren’t in the greatest shape… 

a small price to pay for what they bring to me. 

 Deb H. 
 All my Schnauzer pups, 3 of them, are my grand pups. One daughter has Khali and Frazier, 

whom we see most days since we bubble with the family and do daycare for them, while they 
work. We are always greeted as if it has been weeks since they’d last seen us! Our other daughter 

has grand pup, Lucy. We used to look after our grand pups when both daughters would go on 
vacation! Those were the good old days! Khali, part Schnauzer and Poodle, feels like she’s partly 
my dog in many ways. She shows unconditional love, always gives big cuddles, and we play the 
“Elvis kissing game”. She looks like she’s curling her lip as she comes in for a smooch but then 
lands a big sloppy kiss on me! I’m the only one with whom she plays this! Khali is instinctive to 

your emotional and health changes. She is also a bossy, big sister to Frazier, and he does what she 
tells him too! However, her half-brother, Frazier, is also a big cuddle bear who will come up to 
you and put his paw on your arm, look lovingly in your eyes, and expect that arm to give him a 

head rub! “Our” dogs keep us smiling and exercising - going for walks and exploration. We 
couldn’t get through this without their unconditional love! 
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Chris C. 

The picture is of Major, a boxer, and he was my daughter‘s wonderful family pet.  
I enjoyed going there to walk him a lot and feed him when he was younger 
 and it always made my day to go be with him for a while.  
He is no longer with us but I’m happy I wrote a poem about him at that time.  
Pets give us special memories.  
 

AS IF 
 

He sat very still 
Staring into my eyes 
As if frozen in time 
 
Not a muscle flinched 
Not a breath taken 
As if he might ruin the moment 
 
He showed no emotion 
His face was expressionless 
As if wanting to hide his secret intent 
 
Then it happened 
And all was revealed 
As if a spell had been broken 
 
From the corner of his mouth 
A tiny bubble appeared 
As if by magic 
 
A fine silvery thread 
Gravity pulled to the floor 
As if it belonged there all along 
 
I opened my hand slowly 
And revealed the treat 
As if it was a treasure 
 
I gave him his reward 
And he took it gently from my hand 
As if reluctant to celebrate the moment 
 
As his mouth closed with his prize 
He bounced up ravenously crunching 
As if all control had left his body 
 
Every bit was consumed 
Tiny flakes licked up from the floor 
As if they had been vacuumed up 
 
And then done with his winning moment... 
 
He sat down very still 
Staring into my eyes 
As if frozen in time 

That “Aww”  moment 
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Due to the postponement of the March Luncheon, we’d like to recognize the following  
birthdays since our December newsletter:  

 February: Donna Mc., Pat T., Fern T., Laurie M., Barbara W.   
March: Wendy W., Lorrie I., Bonnie F., Gloria M., Donna K., Christine B., Jane W., Linda Mac.  
April: Lorette K., Lilli C., Cathy D., Maryellen L., Frances Q., Majorie W. 

Edith De.  
celebrated her  
80th birthday  
on Dec. 7th. 

On Dec. 29th, Tuesday@ 10  
held a Zoom Chat Meeting. 

On Nov. 18th, members volunteered at 
Food4Kids and packed over 700 grocery bags 

The Tuesday@10 Zoom Christmas Carol Sing was 
on Dec. 2nd. Betty and Pat De. shared their video, 
“Grandma Got Run Over By a Reindeer” and then 

Pat shared her’s, “I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa 
Claus”. 

Keeping Busy and Staying Connected 
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The ushering in of a new year usually starts with New Year’s Resolutions.  
Some of our members created acrostic poems for “RESOLUTIONS”.  

 
 RESOLUTIONS 

(by Diann R., Irene M., Edith De., Leslie W.) 
Resolutions to make for a healthier and happier life in 2021 
Ever hopeful for much more personal connections and fun 
Sick and tired of COVID-19, but will survive 
Offer to help others to not just get by but to thrive 
Let’s enjoy the simple things in life rather than what you can’t have that makes you pout  
Use a mask and stay two metres apart when out and about 
Telephone friends more often. Stay in touch.     
Inspire to be good natured during these trying times rather than being a grouch 
Only happiness and good health to all my friends this year.      
Now try to save money and not freely shop and frivolously spend 
Strive to have more real, not virtual, visits and hugs to show our love to family and friends! 
 

 
RESOLUTIONS  

(by Bev T.) 
Read, rest, and relax 
Expect a good year in 2021 
Skype to keep in touch with family and friends 
Organize your home 
Learn new skills 
Understanding is needed 
Try to be patient 
Isolate when necessary 
Opt for healthy snacks 
New ideas may be beneficial 
Stay safe 

RESOLUTIONS 
(by Marjorie P.) 

 
Remind myself of how fortunate I am to be living in my house and not a LTC home. 
Educate myself more on using Zoom and other gadgets. 
Spend less time watching Covid-19 updates. 
Offer more assistance to my friends. 
Lift up the spirits of some of my family, especially one of my daughters who works at home for Community Living. 
Understand the meaning of RNA technology. 
Travel to NL, or anywhere else this year. 
Increase my exercise activities to keep my weight down after indulging. 
One day to get vaccinated for this horrible virus. 
Not to complain as much. 
Sing with my choir when it is safe, and sip coffee with friends after. 
 

Historian’s Report 

As historian, I try to capture pieces of our present history, the essence of our branch,  
in digital form. I need your help in keeping me informed about what is going on  
with the branch members, the events, and the interest groups.  
Please send/lend me any articles, pictures, memory cards, etc.  
with a brief write up and a list of who were in attendance.  
I can come to you to get/transfer the pictures and information. Thank you. Leslie W. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
(by Laurie M.) 

Reach out to others 
Explore your own neighbourhood, municipality, province  
Seek help if you need it - others are more than willing to lend a hand or ear 
Own up to your feelings of loneliness, wanderlust, depression, anger, etc.  
Let yourself be lazy, quiet, busy, disrupted, frustrated, angry, contented - 
 whatever the feeling is at any given moment  
Uncover a skill you’ve always wanted to develop 
Try something new! 
Investigate everything! 
Observe inner peace 
Never give up. We are here for you. 
Send cheerful thoughts into the universe - they will come back to you exponentially! 

 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
(by Lorette K.) 

Rejoice and be grateful. 
Endless beauty abounds. 
Sacred graces, all beautiful, 
Onto us, in sight and sound. 
Lend a hand, if you can. 
Use your talents in some way, 
To help a woman or a man, 
In dealing with dismay. 
Onward, yes, we push ahead, 
Nullifying the virus spread; 
So hope and peace will thrive instead. 
 
 
For the gals who don’t like resolutions at all… 
 

“The Reluctant One” 
(by Lorette K.) 

 
 
Really, oh really, do you truly think 
Even one resolution would ever help me. 
So many times, I am on the brink 
Of shouting out with utmost glee: 
Let me be, let me be, a giddy old Mrs. 
Unleash me, and set me free 
To fritter away all my resources, 
In silly and whimsical frivolity. 
Of course, of course, I know that I 
Need to be sensible before I die. 
So okay, okay, I will give it a try. 

Note:   Newsletter Item from Executive: 
Sharon J. will be compiling/editing the  Newsletter and will email copies. 

She will also, for this newsletter copy and distribute the newsletter by Canada Post. 
 Thank you. 

Thank you to Leslie W. for collecting all the pet photos 
and writeups and also collecting all the resolutions. 

We appreciate your hard work. 


