
 
                        
Golf:   
 

 2020 was an unusual year for our golf group, but one that continued to be fun, 
challenging and invigorating. We had four interested members throughout the 
golf season, as well
reasons were not able to join us last year. Hopefully this year they will give it a 
try, as it is a very COVID
of April/ beginning of May this se
end of September/
but it does help in skill development. Throughout 2020, we were able to play 
weekly at the Science Hill Golf Course, St. Marys. We ar

move to alternate courses dependent on members’ wishes.
 
If interested in joining our group or discussing group activities, please text or call:
Marilyn Barsanti-Innes (#519-301
 
 

Digital Walkie Talkies: 
 

 
Every Tuesday morning at 10 a.m., the Walkie Talkies walked and talked 
together. Then the pandemic hit,
has continued talking digitally on a bi
walked together, we have certainly talked and provided support for one 
another. Some of our group have been able to recently connect outside and 
have continued walking.
 

New Walkie Talkies are welcome to join us anytime!
 

        Contact: Cheryl Strickland
 

Outdoor Walkie Talkies:  
 
 
Some of the Walkie Talkies began outdoor walking earlier this year, masked 
and distanced. We walked outside when the weather was good, and at the 
Rotary Centre during bad weather days. We walk twice a week, usually 
Wednesday and Saturdays. We not only get fresh air and exer
are able to connect in person with real people.
 
Contact: Janice Ward 
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2020 was an unusual year for our golf group, but one that continued to be fun, 
challenging and invigorating. We had four interested members throughout the 
golf season, as well as others who have indicated interest, but for various 
reasons were not able to join us last year. Hopefully this year they will give it a 
try, as it is a very COVID-friendly game!! We will begin playing again at the end 
of April/ beginning of May this season, weather dependent, and finish at the 
end of September/  beginning of October. There is no obligation to play weekly, 
but it does help in skill development. Throughout 2020, we were able to play 
weekly at the Science Hill Golf Course, St. Marys. We are flexible and can 

move to alternate courses dependent on members’ wishes. 

If interested in joining our group or discussing group activities, please text or call:
301-4157; email: lynn_8833@hotmail.com) 

Every Tuesday morning at 10 a.m., the Walkie Talkies walked and talked 
together. Then the pandemic hit,  the group decided to go digital. A core group 
has continued talking digitally on a bi-monthly basis. Even though we haven’t 
walked together, we have certainly talked and provided support for one 
another. Some of our group have been able to recently connect outside and 
have continued walking. 

New Walkie Talkies are welcome to join us anytime! 

Contact: Cheryl Strickland 

Talkies began outdoor walking earlier this year, masked 
and distanced. We walked outside when the weather was good, and at the 
Rotary Centre during bad weather days. We walk twice a week, usually 
Wednesday and Saturdays. We not only get fresh air and exercise, but also 
are able to connect in person with real people.  

2020 was an unusual year for our golf group, but one that continued to be fun, 
challenging and invigorating. We had four interested members throughout the 
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If interested in joining our group or discussing group activities, please text or call: 

Every Tuesday morning at 10 a.m., the Walkie Talkies walked and talked 
the group decided to go digital. A core group 

ven though we haven’t 
walked together, we have certainly talked and provided support for one 
another. Some of our group have been able to recently connect outside and 



Gamers: 
 
The Gamers Group was unable to meet this year due to the 
pandemic. Our place of meeting was in a seniors retirement home,   
so we were unable to meet there. We will begin again when the time 
is right. 
 
     Contact: Janice Ward 

 
 

Digital Cinema Cinners: 
 
The newly created Digital Cinema Cinners was created to replace the 
original “Cinema Cinners” that went out to the theatre to watch a 
monthly movie. We continue to meet once a month to discuss a 
critically acclaimed movie on Netflix. Eighteen members vote on a pair 
of movies suggested by Vivienne Young and Karen Franke, the Co-
Convenors. Votes are counted and members have a week to watch 
before meeting on ZOOM to discuss the movie. We meet on ZOOM 
the first Wednesday of the month. Membership is open to any RWTO member interested and 
who has a Netflix account. The movie discussions are relaxed and all opinions are welcome! 
 
 

Cardmaking at a Distance 
 

Since we could not meet face to face for our annual cardmaking 
fundraiser in November, a new approach was needed. Card kits 
containing enough materials and extra trimmings to make 6-10 
greeting cards were delivered to 17 enthusiastic crafters. Printed 
instructions included in the kits were just a guide for our creative 
card makers. A ZOOM “Show’n Tell” was held in December to 
share our beautiful and unique designs with our fellow crafters. This 
project meant that each of our members received a one-of-a-kind 
greeting card just in time for Christmas! Well done, Ladies! 

 
        Contact: Joyce Speake 

 
 

Knookers 
 
The Knookers continue in their mission to supply Stratford General 
Hospital Maternity/ Child Ward with knitted and crocheted infant hats 
and blankets. As others in our community also had plenty of time to 
contribute to this project, the hospital has a supply room full of hats 
and blankets. A recent request from the hospital for more octopi/ 
jellyfish (for the premies) has encouraged some to take on this new 
direction. 



Input from a House of Blessing volunteer expressed the need for knitted slippers for their 
“Christmas Room”, resulting in a current stash already in preparation for Christmas 2021. 
 
Though the pandemic curtailed in person meetings, we were delighted to meet outdoors 
(distanced) on a beautiful 19 degree day on November 9th. Several winter ZOOM meetings with 
crafts in hand, and our own supply of tea and snacks, were facilitated by our wonderfully 
accommodating president! 
The ladies of this group are thanked for their dedication to these projects! 
 
Contact: Joan Tettman 
 

Teacher’s Pets Book Club 
 
The Teacher’s Pets Book Club meets monthly and quickly 
adapted to the pandemic lockdown and the closure of the 
Stratford Public Library inter-library loan program by meeting via 
ZOOM. Cheryl Strickland hosts the ZOOM meetings. Vivienne 
Young is the book club Convenor and Heather Henke is the 
library liaison. Membership was reduced from 14 to 11 members 
due to health and technical concerns. One new member to 
RWTO has joined. When book club kits were unavailable, 

members discussed books available through the Libby ebook virtual library and recommended 
virtual activities. We were able to visit virtually with two Canadian authors. To address the 
issues of isolation, members met bi-monthly and focussed more on group support of the 
members. Book selections, chosen from kits at the SPL, include a wide variety of genres, 
including non-fiction.  
 

Chapter Two Book Club 
 
The Chapter Two Book Club currently has six members. We 
usually meet at the convenor’s house in Stratford on the third 
Tuesday of the month from 2:30pm to 4:00pm. We take turns 
choosing books. The member leading the meeting, provides light 
refreshments. We followed this plan in January and February of 
2020. Then came the lockdown. We cancelled the March, April, 
and May gatherings. We resumed in June, meeting in a socially 
distanced manner in the backyards of various members and 
bringing our own refreshments. Our December meeting was 
replaced by coffee and holiday tea at the heated outdoor deck at Revel.  
 
In January 2021, in the midst of the second lockdown, we switched to ZOOM meetings, which 
went well; although we missed the camaraderie of gathering in person. We plan to meet in 
members’ backyards again when it is safe to do so.  We continue to share our love of reading 
contemporary novels and biographies, and enjoy sharing our opinions and personal connections 
to the books. Book choices are ordered from the library.  
 
Contact: Carole Barrett 
 



Art Adventure Group 
 

After such a great first year for this new group, we were sad that we 
had to cancel any ongoing plans due to COVID lockdowns. We still 
have a guided paint event on hold where we will get to paint the 
Stratford Kissing Bridge created especially for us by an artist from 
Kitchener. We will proceed with that when we are able to gather 
together safely. Some of our members have continued to paint bowls at 
home for the House of Blessing Empty Bowls fundraiser. We are 
thankful for their continued support of this great cause. We had so 
much fun last year, we will certainly plan to do that again on site when 
allowable. 
 
The format for this group has been that as we hear of art exhibits, 

theatre productions, or other activities in the area within driving distance of Stratford, we plan a 
group outing. We usually include a lunch gathering as part of the adventure. Cost is dependent 
on the activity and providing some payment for our drivers. 
 
Here’s hoping that things will open up before too long and we will be on our way to fun artsy 
adventures once again! 
 
Contact: Helen Harrison 
 

The Hub Club 
 
Starting with three, the "Hub Club" claimed the round table 
overlooking Market Square in downtown Stratford. Our 
numbers grew and we got T-shirts. Thursdays from 4-6 pm, 
we indulge in chicken wings,  beverages and good 
conversation. Since the pandemic, we have met in backyards 
and parks appropriately distanced.  In September, we met 
outside at the Puddicombe Inn in New Hamburg. The Hub 
Club will soon return to outdoor meetings as soon as the 
weather warms up! But for now, we continue to meet 
Thursdays on ZOOM. 
 
St. Patrick's Day:  The Hub Club sponsors the  branch St. Patrick’s Day luncheon. Everyone 
comes wearing green and creative outfits. Last year March 17th was the day all restaurants 
closed due to the pandemic so we resorted to take out. This year, our St. Patrick’s Day 
Luncheon was held on ZOOM with 15 in attendance. We played Irish games, ate soda bread 
and drank Guinness. Join us next year in person! 
 
Contact: Jennifer Bradbury 
 


