
ELGIN RWTO SUMMER READING RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
I have included titles, authors, genre and a very brief synopsis as reported at the Zoom meeting.  
I have also added the person making the recommendation in case anyone wishes to lend or 
borrow books.  Happy reading everyone.  
 
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate recommended by Sue Bandeen.  This is an historical 
fiction set in late 1930’s Tennessee around a real life scandal at an orphanage with a focus on 
knowing and accepting who you are 
 
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society  by Mary Ann Schaffer recommended by 
Carole Watson.  It explores the stories of a group of people who formed a reading group in 
defiance of the Nazis during the occupation of the Guernsey Islands during WWII.  Very strong 
female characters. 
 
The Lost Girls of Paris by Pam Jenoff recommended by Carole Watson.  Historical fiction about 
the women who worked in Special Operations in Britain as spies, deployed behind enemy lines.  
These women were anonymous during the war and did not get the recognition they deserved 
after the war.   
 
Code Name Helene by Ariel Lawhon recommended by Susan Grieve.  Historical fiction based on 
the true story of Nancy Wake, a WWII spy in the French resistance.  Story revolves through four 
code names she used during the war.   
 
Where the Crawdads Sing  by Delia Owens recommended by Susan Grieve.   Story about a 
young girl living in a shack in the swamps of North Carolina.  The abusive father drives everyone 
away except young Kya.  Story traces her life as she learns to survive her relationship with her 
father and build a future for herself.   
 
The Midnight Library by Matt Haig recommended by Millie Gremonprez.  The book is about 
choices, regrets and embracing the life you’ve been given.  Very unusual book about being 
given the chance to re-live life and what it would turn out like if different choices were made.   
 
Cilka’s Journey by  Heather Morris recommended by Hazel Sim.  Another historical fiction 
based on a true story of a woman who survives Auschwitz, only to be sent to a labour camp for 
collaborating with the Nazis.  Same author as the Tatooist of Auschwitz.   
 
Hugh Corbett Series and Friar of Athelstan Series by Paul Doherty recommended by Catherine 
Gardiner.  Also historical fiction but set in medieval England.  Several books in the series and 
Catherine sent a link to the series which she orders from itunes.  
https://www.bookseriesinorder.com/paul-doherty 
 

https://www.bookseriesinorder.com/paul-doherty


One Breath Away by Heather Gudenkauf recommended by Rita Demcheson.  This book is a 
mystery that explores the events that can shape a community and the fragile ties between 
parents and children.   
 
Hiding Edith by Kathy Kacer recommended by Rita Demcheson.  This is a true story about Edith 
Schwalb and how she and her whole family were kept safe by an entire village in France after 
escaping Nazi Germany.   
 
The Historians by Cecilia Ekback recommended by Janice Reid.  This book is set in 1943 Sweden 
where you learn about WWII through the Scandinavian perspective which we don’t hear much 
about and the difficulties of being neutral during the war.  
 
Shelters of Stone by  Jean Auel recommended by Monique Wood.  This is one of the six books 
in The Clan of the Cave Bear series which is prehistoric fiction.   
 
Our Darkest Night by Jennifer Robson recommended by Bonita Bristow.  This book is also set in 
WWII and tells of a young Italian Jewish woman who is forced to flee to the countryside and 
marry a man she barely knows in order to be safe.   
 
The Book of Lost Names by Kristen Harmel and recommended by Wendy Thomson. In this 
historical fiction, a young woman with a talent for forgery helps hundreds of Jewish children 
flee the Nazis but as they assume a new identity she preserves their true identities in the book 
of lost names.    
 
The Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish recommended by Wendy Thomson.  This story is about 
modern day historians who discover a cache of writing by a mysterious Jewish scribe from the 
1600’s who turns out to be female.  The scribe’s story unfolds as the story goes back and forth 
from past to present.   
 
Hard Choices by Hillary Rodham Clinton recommended by Gail Bardwell.  This is an 
autobiography of Clinton’s term as Secretary of State under Barak Obama.   
 
Nothing Ventured by Jeffery Archer recommended by Linda Alton.  Linda was recommending 
the author specifically as there are several in the series.  They are mysteries and have excellent 
character development.  
 
The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto by Mitch Albom recommended by Lynn Christie.  The story 
is about a boy who escapes Spain during the civil war in a boat and arrives in NYC where he 
survives with his gift of the ability to play the guitar.  It is a spiritual read, in Mitch Albom’s usual 
style of writing.  
 
The Gown by Jennifer Robson recommended by Diane Pease.  This book is an intersecting story 
of two women who worked on the wedding gown of then Princess Elizabeth to Philip, and the 
granddaughter of one of them and is told from three perspectives.  



 
The Winemaker’s Wife by Kristen Harmel recommended by Judy DeGroote.  This is another 
historical fiction, set in France in the early 1940’s and goes back and forth from the war to 
present day, told from three perspectives.   
 
From the Ashes by Jesse Thistle recommended by Sue Bandeen.  This is a true story of a Metis 
man and follows his life on a reserve, to foster care, through addiction and prison, and 
overcoming overwhelming odds to survive through the power of education, support and love.   
 
Rising from the Holocaust by Fanny Goose recommended by Carolyn Cameron.  This is the true 
story of Londoner Fanny Goose and their escape from Nazi Germany and rebuilding their lives 
in London, Ontario.   
 
The Death of Mrs. Westaway  by Ruth Ware recommended by Sandy Westaway.  This book is a 
murder mystery thriller.   
 
Here and Now  by Santa Montefiore recommended by Karen Auckland.  This is realistic fiction 
set in the English countryside and a family dealing with a family member with dementia.  The 
story is about a tough topic but is heartwarming at the same time.  
 
 
 
And we have more recommendations still...but no synopsis for you.  You have to look them up 
on your own! 
 
From Karen Auckland 

The German House by Annette House 
Finding Chika by Mitch Albom 
The Home for Unwanted Girls by  Joanna Goodman 

 
From Susan Grieve 
 Educated by Tara Westover 
 Beneath a Scarlet Sky by Mark Sullivan 
 The Huntress by Kate Quinn 
 The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson 
 Ragged Company by Richard Wagamese 
 The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd 
 
From Bonita Bristow 

"Eternal" by Lisa Scottoline. Historical and romantic fiction based on true events 
regarding 3 childhood friends during WW2. 

  
 
 


