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President’s Message:  

On behalf of our Branch Executive, I would like to thank all of our members for their 
ongoing and generous support.   We enjoyed our General Meeting in November, 
with 80 attendees at the Masonic Centre.   We hope to meet again on March 24th at 
the St. Thomas Golf and Country Club.   More details will be sent out to you once we 
know about possible restrictions so watch for that email update!  I would like to 
thank our callers who help us greatly, by contacting each member to confirm our 
meal orders.  You are the glue to our organization! 

On March 24th, we will be hearing a local author (Nichola Zacher) speak to us.  You 

can learn more about her by clicking here. 

https://www.bookscharming.com/p/interview-with-nichola-zacher.html  We will also 

be collecting donations (either canned, dry food or cash) for the East Elgin 

Community Care Assistance (Food Bank).   Remember to bring along your toonies 

for our Toonie Board Fundraiser, which will help to reduce costs for our Annual, 

Provincial Convention fees.  It could be your lucky day and win!  If we need to switch 

to a ZOOM meeting, we will let you know closer to the date. 

Sadly, we recently lost one of our members.  Carole Watson worked hard in many 

different capacities in her commitment to RWTO along with many other community 

organizations and charities.   Carole was the RWTO Provincial President in 2008-09 

and worked tirelessly for our local Branch over the years. Who can forget Carole’s 

energetic leadership and enthusiasm while running our meetings and Quarter 

Auction events?  She will be greatly missed.   Please see our branch website page 

for Carole’s Obituary.     

https://rwto.org/branch/st-thomas-elgin/#in-memoriam 

 

In Memoriam 

Carole Watson 

8/24/1942 – 1/10/2022 

 

https://www.bookscharming.com/p/interview-with-nichola-zacher.html
https://rwto.org/branch/st-thomas-elgin/#in-memoriam


  
 

 

   
 

 
          

 
 
 
 
  
 

OUR EXECUTIVE WILL 

MEET AGAIN IN 

FEBRUARY.  IF YOU HAVE 

ANY QUESTIONS OR 

SUGGESTIONS FOR US TO 

CONSIDER, PLEASE EMAIL 

sbandeen1@gmail.com 

so it can be added to our 

agenda. 

Check out our website for 

more information! 

 

https://rwto.org/br

anch/st-thomas-

elgin/ 

 

 

 

 

 

    Mark  your calendars for  

    this awesome opportunity  

   to  network with colleagues  

     from across the province! 

 

A decision will be made 

soon if this event will be 

in-person, virtual or a 

hybrid of both. 

We are searching for 

ONE member to join our 

Caller/Contact Team. 

You would be required 

to contact 11 (including 

yourself) members, 

either by phone or email 

and report back to our 

Convenor Rita, in order 

for us to confirm our 

meals and attendance. 

This is usually done 2 

weeks before our 

meetings.  It’s not a 

demanding job but is a 

very IMPORTANT job to 

help us stay organized.   

Please email 2nd VP  

Rita at 
rdemcheson@hotmail.com 

if you are willing to join 

this team! 

Thank you to Judy 

DeGroote, Wendy 

Thomson, Cathy 

Gardiner, Rita 

Demcheson and 

Monique Wood for 

their work creating 

interesting options 

for Tours for 

June’s provincial 

convention. 

Do you enjoy history?   We are 

looking for two members who can 

work together to collect and 

preserve our Branch Activities and 

History.   If you are interested to 

become our Archivist Convenor, 

please let us know! 

mailto:sbandeen1@gmail.com
https://rwto.org/branch/st-thomas-elgin/
https://rwto.org/branch/st-thomas-elgin/
https://rwto.org/branch/st-thomas-elgin/
mailto:rdemcheson@hotmail.com


  
 

                                                                              

 

                                         Some Interesting Sunshine News: 
 

 

 

In November, we asked our members to leave us “bits of sunshine news” on their table that they 

are happy to share with us.   We are pleased to recognize Carla Matos, who shared that she was 

featured in the RTOERO Renaissance Magazine (Nov. ’21), along with two other ladies.  To see 

the whole article, please go to page 31 in this edition. Click on the link below. Bravo Carla! 

https://rtoero.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Renaissance_Magazine_Fall_2021_Eng.pdf 

  

                    

In January, Susan Grieve and a closeknit group of friends were featured in CBC London News. 

They have been supporting one another throughout the pandemic since day 1 via daily emails.  

Beyond the connection this provided, it provides insight into the many changes and impacts that 

this time in our lives has had on their four families, friends and selves.  You can read the article by 

clicking to open this article from CBC London Report. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/672-day-correspondence-give-4-seniors-a-unique-look-

at-pandemic-and-friendship-1.6323404 

                      

Another member shared that “sometimes I “pay it forward” at Tim Horton’s Drive-Thru and pay for 

the car order in line behind me.   I hope it makes their day!  What a lovely idea……let’s each find a 

way to spread some sunshine!   

                                

Another member shared “Today we saw friends from many of our wonderful schools!” 

 

 

   

https://rtoero.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Renaissance_Magazine_Fall_2021_Eng.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/672-day-correspondence-give-4-seniors-a-unique-look-at-pandemic-and-friendship-1.6323404
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/672-day-correspondence-give-4-seniors-a-unique-look-at-pandemic-and-friendship-1.6323404


  
 

IMPORTANT Survey:  Please check your inbox OR your junk mail box for an email from 

Provincial Office (LeAnne Taylor).        

Membership Extension – We Need Your Input! At the Convention in 2014, a resolution was 

brought forward to extend membership in RWTO/OERO to Educational Assistants. The 

resolution was tabled with the request to form an Ad Hoc Committee to investigate the 

matter. A thorough survey of the membership was undertaken. When the report of this 

Committee was made to Convention in 2015, the decision was made to revisit the 

issue in five years. Accordingly, a new Ad Hoc Committee was formed by the Board of 

Directors in May 2019 to consider the implications of extending membership beyond 

teachers to other women educators. Over the last two years, research was conducted 

on the demographics of our current membership, and the trajectory going forward of 

how the current demographics will affect our organization over the next decade.  

Research was considered on the roles of various professional female educators who 

are not teachers within the classroom, and with the well-being and success of students. 

In mid-January, members will receive a letter by email containing this information with 

a link at the end to a three-question survey. Those members with no email address will 

receive the letter and survey by Canada Post along with a self-addressed stamped 

envelope.  

Click on the link to complete the survey before Tuesday, March 15, 2022.  

Recommendations based on survey results will be presented to the Board of Directors 

in May 2022, and to the Convention in June 2022. Committee Members: LeAnne 

Taylor, Nancy Bell, Kathy McLean, Nancy Papiez, Suzanne Rondeau, Lynn Sulman 

Submitted by LeAnne Taylor, Committee Chair 

                                                          

CHECK OUT PROVINCIAL’S PROMOTIONAL 

VIDEO.  HOLD YOUR CELL PHONE CAMERA 

UP TO READ THIS Q-R CODE AND THEN 

CLICK ON THE BAR AT THE TOP OF YOUR 

PAGE TO SEE THE VIDEO TAB POP UP. 

CLICK ON ARROW TO VIEW. IT’S SHORT AND 

SWEET. 

PLEASE SHARE THIS WITH YOUR FEMALE TEACHING COLLEAGUES WHO HAVE RECENTLY RETIRED, 

OR ARE CONSIDERING RETIREMENT.  WE’D LOVE TO HAVE THEM JOIN US IN THE FUTURE. 



  
 

                                                                                                              

                                                              

                                        

Some “Just for Fun” 

Images:  Enjoy! 



  
 

      Please enjoy some trivia questions.  Find the answers in the box below to fill in the blanks!              

                       

1.  What is the theme of RWTO Provincial Convention 2022 and where is it being hosted? 

 

____________________________________     _____________________________ 

 

2.  What are the 3R’s of our Membership? 

 

 __________________________     _______________________   _____________________ 

 

3. If you wish to file a Manulife Claim, the plan number is _____________________________. 

 

4. What was the average salary of a teacher in 1935? ________________________________ 

 

5. In what year did female teachers achieve an equal salary scale with men?  _____________ 

 

6. In what year did the requirement change and a full University degree became the minimum 

qualifications to apply for  Teacher’s College in Ontario?   __________________________ 

 

7. In the 1970’s many teachers arrived at work wearing _____________, a shock to many 

principals. 

 

8. The beginning of RWTO was in _____________________ when a small group of female 

teachers organized to protest low pensions. 

 

9. The new video production on our provincial website home page is called: ______________ 

 

10.  Maternity leave was established in _______________ to allow a teacher to take a leave 

without losing her seniority. 

 

Answer Key:     See if you can find the appropriate blank to fill in with the answers below! 
We will share the correct answers at our next meeting. 
 

Pant suits,  1973,    $550,  1950’s,    

 

#17777C, London ON, 

 

Laughter Lifts us Up!       

 

Recognition, Recruitment and Retention,  

 

1956,   1970 

 

 “We’re not your average group!” 


