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Thank you to our generous 
membership for your support 
of our Backpack Project for 
The Violence Against Women 
Shelter.  We have already  
received $1000 and will  
accept cheques or e-transfers 
over the summer.   In 
September, we will present 
these loaded backpacks to Liz 
Brown (Director) for use at the 
Shelter over the next school 
year.  
 
You can either: 
 

1) E-transfer to 
rwto.ste@gmail.com  

          
                           OR 
 

2) Mail a cheque payable 
to RWTO St Thomas -
Elgin to  
 

12 Mary Bucke St.,  
St. Thomas ON N5R 5J6  
 
Special thanks to  
Gianna Filopovic and Monique 
Wood for assembling these 
wonderful gifts. 

 

 

From your Outgoing 
President: 

Our new executive is working 

hard to prepare the program 

for the 2022-23 year.   On 

page 2 you will find the dates 

and locations of our Branch 

Meetings. While our RWTO 

Membership Fee remains at 

$45 per year, the Meeting 

Fees will be $35 due to the 

increasing costs of venues 

and meals. Please mark these 

dates on your calendar now! A 

completed program chart will 

be provided for you in 

September.  We will be happy 

to see you back in the fall!  

Please keep saving your pop 

tabs.  Aurilla Ripley is working 

on her 54th wheelchair!  Have 

a wonderful summer! 

Sue Bandeen

 

    

.  

 

 Your 2022-23 Executive: 

President: Cathy Gardiner:  

Past Pres:  Sue Bandeen  

1st VP:   Rita Demcheson 

2nd VP:   open  

Phone Tree Convenor:   

Patti Legault 

Treasurer:  Millie Gremonprez 

Secretary:  Susan Grieve 

Communications: Karen 

Auckland 

Insurance Convenor:    

Judy DeGroote 

Goodwill Convenors: 

Central:   Lynn Christie 

West:  Ginny Barfett 

East:   Linda Laforge 

Archivist: Sue Bandeen 

         

 

Thank you to Mary Lynch for 
joining our Caller Team! 

 

 



  
 

       
 
 
 
 
  
 

Our meetings for 2022-23 are as follows: 

 

Thursday Sept. 15th 10:00- at St. Thomas Senior Centre    $10- Coffee, Muffins and Treats 

Thursday Oct. 13th 11:30-  at Lawrence Station                    $35- Roast Beef Lunch (car pool if possible) 

Thursday Nov. 17th 11:30- Masonic Centre, St. Thomas      $35- Turkey Dinner 

Thursday Apr. 20th 11:30- St. Thomas Senior Centre           $35- Lasagna Lunch 

Thursday May 18th 11:00- Kettle Creek Golf and Country    $35- (tbd)- (car pool if possible)  

Thursday June 15th 11:30- Stoneridge Inn                             $35-(tbd)- (accessible parking on west side)  

      (Note:   due to many winter travellers, we have decided to not hold a meeting in March, 2023)  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

          Question:   What is included in our Meeting Fees of $35? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer:  Membership Fees go to Provincial RWTO. Of the 

$45 we get $15 per person to help offset the costs of our 

meetings.  Your Meeting Fees pay for our venue rentals, 

meals, hot beverages, service, gratuity and tax, speaker 

honorarium, table décor, special birthday gifts and door 

prizes.   We want to provide you with a lovely program for 

each meeting, while being good stewards of the Branch 

Finances.  Provincial grants are not guaranteed on an annual 

basis so we truly appreciate the 102 members who have pre-

paid their 2022-23 memberships.  We will accept outstanding 

membership fees over the summer. See mail in or e-transfer 

details on page 1 if your membership fee has not been yet 

sent in.  Thank you! 

This helps us plan for our branch’s future activities!   

FROM YOUR EXECUTIVE: 

Do you like to sing in a choir?  We would like to invite you to join our Branch choir 

to sing for our Sept. 15th meeting.  Rehearsals late August. Contact Sue Bandeen 

at sbandeen1@gmail.com if you are interested in participating. 



  
 

At provincial convention in June, President Bandeen was excited to accept the Barbara Bain 

Membership Award on behalf of St. Thomas Elgin Branch.   We increased our membership by 6 

during the 2021-22 year and we have a couple of other folks that joined us during our virtual time 

together.    Here are some of them!  We will introduce the others in the fall. Welcome to our Branch! 

 

Introducing Jolene Davis.     

Jolene retired in 2016.  She was an Academic Upgrading teacher in class and online at Confederation 

College, Thunder Bay, ON.  Jolene taught for 15 years and was also a teaching assistant for 2 years at 

Lakehead University. Her work was done in Adult Education and Communications.  Jolene decided it was 

time for new activities.  She read about RWTO in the St. Thomas Hometown magazine in September 2021.  

She says, “I am looking to meet new people. I like being involved in charity work.”   She also wants us to 

know that “I am a Jack/Jill of many trades - Radiology Technologist, Nuclear Medicine Technologist, and 

freelance writer….. and Master of none!”  Welcome to our Branch Jolene! 

 

Getting to Know 

our Newest 

Members! 

Introducing Deb Cernanec!    

 After 30 years, Deb retired in June 2021, as a Learning Support Teacher. She has worked at both 
Lockes and Southwold P.S.  During her career, Deb’s experiences were in FDK, Junior-Intermediate, 
Library and finally as an LST.   She was a strong advocate for all special needs learners, particularly in 
Southwold’s class for developmentally challenged learners.  In her retirement, Deb loves learning new 
things, volunteering, building a new home and travelling.  She heard about RWTO through her former 
administrator and colleague.  Deb enjoys hosting family and friends at her cottage and she is well known 
for making creative and delicious themed beverages for all occasions!     Welcome Deb! 

 
Introducing Annie Glaser!  Annie retired in 1997 after 35 years of teaching every grade at the elementary 

level except grade 1. She began teaching in 1962 in St. Thomas at Scott Street School grade 2 and 3 for 3 

years. Then she moved to St. Catharines after getting married and taught grade 4 and Art to grades 4 to 6 

the last hour of the day for 2 years. When her husband changed jobs, they moved to London where she 

taught grades 3 or 4 or 5 for 8 years at Lord Nelson, W. Sherwood Fox, Lady Beck and Glen Cairn. From 

London they moved to Georgetown after hubby changed jobs again and taught in Brampton and Mississauga 

after a year hiatus looking after 2 kids.  There she taught grade 6 or 7 home room English and Math and 

Social Studies with Art on rotary to grades 6 to 8, plus grade 8 girls Phys. Ed.  Annie switched back to 

primary grades in 1985 finishing her career teaching grade 2 at Miller’s Grove in Mississauga making 20 

years of teaching in Peel.  Annie says, “Since I taught Art but never had time to practise, I looked forward to 

having time to paint for myself.  I had joined RWTO in Brampton after retiring and then in Coldwater when we 

moved to Midland but I am happy to be back in Elgin County.”    Welcome back to Elgin County Annie! 

 

Besides doing all things crafty I love reading and still belong to a book club with my colleagues from Miller’s Grove 



  
 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing Mary Lynch:  After 35 years, Mary retired from elementary teaching in June 2016. Her last 
assignment was grade 6 at Mitchell Hepburn. Mary taught in the elementary school system for 30 
years and 5 years with the Faculty of Education at UWO. Over her career she taught at 8 schools 
across Elgin County and London. Mary taught in the primary/junior divisions. Her assignments at the 
Faculty of Education were with the P/J Language and Science & Technology courses. She enjoyed 
the variety of taking on different grades and being part of the staff at different schools.  She also spent 
a few years working with the Literacy Portfolio at the TVDSB Board office. As well, Mary has been a 
member of the faculty at the Faculty of Education, UWO and has co-authored with Anne Elliott to 
produce two professional books for teachers published by Pembroke Publishers. Mary says that she 
is “most looking forward to having plenty of time to read the numerous books on my shelves that I 
have not yet had a chance to enjoy as well as having the freedom to visit with friends and travel 
whenever I want!”  Mary was invited to join the Elgin RWTO branch by her friend Susan Grieve. “I 
thought it would be fun to connect with teaching colleagues and am impressed with the charity work 
undertaken by the RWTO organization,” states Mary.  Mary adds, “An interesting tidbit about me is 
that I have never been fond of exercise beyond taking a relaxing leisurely stroll but two years ago I 
decided I was going to run 5 km. When I started it was a struggle to run 2 km and had to intersperse 
walking with jogging. Now I am still jogging regularly and can run anywhere from 5-10 km depending 
on the situation. More recently, I've been very slowly trying out rollerblading. After going for a number 
of spins while holding on to the hand of my skating companion for dear life, I have completed a few 
very short distance solo rides on carefully chosen level surfaces. I do believe, however, that it is going 
to be quite some time before I'm sailing down the street.”  Welcome to RWTO Mary! 

 

Introducing Susan Grieve:  Susan began her teaching career in 1980 with the Middlesex Bd of Ed.  They were 

annexed into the London Bd and then amalgamated into Thames Valley.  Most of Susan’s career was spent in 

the intermediate division grades.  She retired from Southwold P.S in 2015 after an incredible 35-year 

career.  Susan states, “Coaching and leading clubs or directing musicals made each day a joy. What a gift to 

do something you love every day for 35 years.  Having said that, retirement is also wonderful!”  Susan enjoys 

spending time with grandchildren, traveling the world and having the luxury to read what I want make the days 

fly by.  She is a relative newcomer to RWTO but she states, “I can say that joining was a very good decision.” 

Susan is an active volunteer in her church community, Ronald McDonald House, as an usher at Aeolian Hall 

and a costumed interpreter at Fanshawe Pioneer Village. This year, Susan has very capably filled our role as 

Branch’s Secretary, Fashion Show commentator and Trivia Master.   Welcome officially and thank you for all 
you do Susan!  

 
Introducing Kate Gutmanis: After 31 years, Kate retired on June 30 2021. She was teaching Core 

French at Davenport Public School in Aylmer. She has always taught in the East Elgin area, including 

McGregor, Summers' Corners, and Davenport. She taught Core French, grades 2 to 8, and homeroom, 

grades 4 to 7 (mainly grades 6 & 7). She is excited to no longer being tied to the school calendar. She 

states, “My husband and I have a river cruise booked this fall.”  Kate learned about RWTO from former 

colleagues when they invited me to the Christmas dinner. Kate is a voracious reader, an avid 

gardener, and a pug lover.  Welcome to RWTO Kate! 

 

 Introducing Laurie Shiell: Laurie retired December 31st, 2018 as Teacher-Librarian at Southwold Public 

School.  She started teaching grade 2 and primary French at McGregor Public School in September of 1989 

and was teacher-librarian at McGregor for 2 years. After McGregor, she taught grade 2 at Southwold Public 

School and became the Teacher-Librarian at Southwold in 2005.  Laurie was a Provincial and Board Trainer 

for the Early Math Strategy in 2005.  She is most looking forward to travelling in retirement ... post COVID!!  

Sue Bandeen invited me to join this branch of RWTO. Laurie shares, “One interesting thing ... on one of my 

self-funded leaves, I attended the Ellen Degeneres Show!”   Welcome to our Branch Laurie! 

 



  
 

Welcome to new member Sandy Ham-Manfredi, who just joined us in June, 2022.   We will feature 

her profile in September. 

 

 

 

 

Special thank you to our Callers- who kept our information flowing for our meetings.    

Bravo to: Jeanette Jenkins, Linda Alton, Deb Woods, Tina Vander Wallen-Howey, 

Mary MacLachlan, Mona Wilkins, Patricia Legault, Janice Reid, Diane Pease, Hazel 

Sims, Susan Jacob, Pat Meathrell, and Vicki Clarke.   Thank you to Susan Jacob for 

her dedication over the years and welcome to the team Mary Lynch! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                                                                                                                               

THANK YOU!  COMMUNICATION IS KEY!  

WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOUR 

HELP! 

An Invitation from your Past President: 

Looking ahead to 2022-23 Year:   We will need a member to volunteer (or be nominated) to fill 

our seat as 2nd VP.   This person needs to enjoy working as a team member, be willing to commit 

to the executive for 3 years (2nd VP/ 1st VP then President).  Honestly- it is a wonderful 

opportunity to work with very capable and organized women who care very much about our like-

minded group and our community.   As someone who has worked in this role, I can say that I 

honestly grew with the job, and it was NOT overwhelming because Provinical RWTO provides a 

lot of great direction, support and information.   You do not have to re-invent the wheel!  This 

branch is a well-oiled machine!  It is an enjoyable role that creates pride in who we are.   We 

need to keep our Branch strong and we can only do that with a full executive team in place.   

Please seriously consider this opportunity or nominate a friend.  You can contact me for more 
information at sbandeen1@gmail.com 

Sincerely, 

Sue Bandeen 

                                                          



  
 

  

                       Our General Meeting was held at the Best Western, Stoneridge Inn. 

 

 

 

 

General Meeting Update:   June 16, 2022 

After a lovely tuscan chicken lunch, we 

enjoyed a Fashion Show that Susan Grieve 

narrated.  Thank you to our amazing 

members who modelled three outfits each, 

from Durkees.    

A special thanks to Cathy Gardiner who 

coordinated these plans and to Susan 

Grieve for her commentary including a 

wonderful litany of jokes!   We all enjoyed 

this event! 

Nancy Bell, Provincial President of RWTO 

brought greetings and congratulations.   She led 

our Induction Ceremony for our new slate of 

officers for the Executive.   

Top Left:   Patti Legault (Telephone Convenor), 

Karen Auckland (Communications), Judy 

deGroote (Insurance), Millie Gremonprez 

(Treasurer) 

Top Right:   Nancy Bell, Provincial RWTO Pres. 

Bottom Left:  Sue Bandeen, (Past President) 

Bottom Right:  Susan Grieve (Secretary), Rita 

Demcheson (1st VP), Cathy Gardiner (President) 

THANK YOU to Past President Lynn Christie for her hard work over the 

past few years on our Executive. 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELGIN COUNTY ARCHIVES 

DID YOU KNOW?    

ELGIN COUNTY ARCHIVES IS A GREAT 

RESOURCE TO FIND PHOTOS, MINUTES, 

STORIES AND MORE OF OUR RWTO 

HISTORY.  YOU CAN EASILY SEARCH ON 

LINE.   

OVER THE PAST 10 YEARS, THESE TWO 

DEDICATED MEMBERS HAVE 

DOCUMENTED OUR BRANCH HISTORY 

WHICH WILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE 

ELGIN COUNTY ARCHIVES.   

CONTENT OF THESE 5 BINDERS WILL BE 

SCANNED AND UPLOADED SO THAT 

FUTURE GENERATIONS CAN LEARN 

ABOUT OUR AMAZING HISTORY.  THANK 

YOU, WENDY AND LESLIE, FOR CARING 

AND SHARING YOUR TIME AND 

TALENTS! 

           Thank you to our Archivists 

       Wendy Glover and Leslie Carroll-Frey 

 

 

You can search all kinds of interesting 

items online by clicking on 

https://www.elgincounty.ca/archives/ 

 

In Fall 2022, we will be surveying our Branch members to see if you would like to form a few interest groups 
of your choosing.  Think about what might catch your interest for a casual get together with other ladies who 
share your passion/ interest (in between our General Meeting times).   Examples might be “Walking Group”, 
“ Book Club”, “Photography Club”, “Investment Club”, “Quilting/ Crafting Club”, “Learn to Golf Club”, Choir. 



  
 

If you are interested in attending RWTO Provincial Convention next June, see info below and let our Executive know!

 



  
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                  

 

                                               

Finally:   if you know of a retired, woman teacher who has not yet joined our branch, please print this 

last page and invite them to join us this September!  

Memories of RWTO 66th Provincial Convention 2022 

London Ontario 

 

Cathy G. 

organized a 

“Taste of 

Elgin” basket 

for the Silent 

Auction Table 

“Laughter Lifts us Up” was a well 

received theme. 

Cathy, Rita and Sue enjoyed excellent workshops, 

meetings, discussions, meals and entertainment. 



  
 

          

 

An Invitation for NEW MEMBERS to Join us at RWTO!           (June 2022) 

Congratulations on your retirement! We are writing to let you know about the 

Retired Women Teachers of Ontario. RWTO/OERO is an organization of 50 

branches throughout Ontario with over 100 local members in our St. 

Thomas/Elgin Branch.   YOU ARE INVITED to our first “Coffee Hour” on Thurs. 

Sept. 15th, 2022 at 10:00 at the St. Thomas Sr. Centre on Chestnut Street.  

RWTO/OERO is an organization that provides members with the opportunity to 

connect with former colleagues, make new friends, help community charities and 

support colleagues in times of need and experience many activities together.    

Our branch offers a delicious lunch and speaker program, which may include a 

light-hearted activity for us to enjoy. Our motto is “Caring and Sharing”. At each 

meeting, we raise awareness and collect donations for local charities across Elgin 

County.  In essence, we are a professional, social group for retired women 

teachers and we have a service club perspective.  Please visit our provincial 

website at www.rwto.org to learn more about our history and you can see our 

Branch Activities at https://rwto.org/branch/st-thomas-elgin/.    

Our membership fee for the year is only $45. We pay as we go for our meetings 

and meals.   Being a member also qualifies you to purchase supplemental 

Manulife Insurance, which can support your personal needs.  Membership 

connects you with our newsletters and updates.  I can guarantee you that this is 

NOT a staff meeting! We don’t “talk school business” at our meetings, but we do 

tend to share great memories and laughs.  Our focus is on fun, socializing and 

staying in touch with teachers of all backgrounds.  Our program is based on 

members’ interests and our need to connect with other like-minded “caring and 

sharing”, retired women teachers and administrators.  We hope you will consider 

joining our group.   Contact us for more info at rwto.ste@gmail.com     

On behalf of the St. Thomas Elgin Branch, 

 

Cathy Gardiner, (President) and Sue Bandeen (Past President) 

 

  

 


