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                                    See You in September! 

Hello everyone! Hopefully, all of you had a wonderful summer. Our September Coffee Break 

meeting will provide us with a great opportunity to enjoy each other’s company, catch up with 

friends and former colleagues, savour some tasty treats and maybe win one of our two gift 

certificate draws. And, because of the very generous donations made by our members to the 

Backpack Project, there will be a very noticeable celebratory vibe in the room! 

    Date: September 15, 2022              Registration: 10:00 AM            Program: 10:30 AM 

Venue: St. Thomas Seniors’ Centre, 225 Chestnut Street St. Thomas 

                                                              Meeting Fee: $10.00    

 St. Thomas Elgin Branch’s 2022-2023 COVID Protocol 

 Recently, RWTO Provincial made the decision to suspend its Covid protocol but has not 
imposed this policy change on the branches. In the view of Provincial, it is the 
responsibility of each branch to determine its own Covid protocol. In response to 
Provincial’s policy change, the executive held a meeting on August 25, 2022 to review 
and discuss the possibility of making changes to our branch’s current Covid protocol. At 
that meeting, a motion was carried unanimously and reads as follows:  

Effective September 1, 2022, the Elgin St. Thomas RWTO Branch recommends that    

members attending our meetings keep vaccinations up to date. The wearing of masks is 

optional, and members are asked to refrain from attending meetings if feeling unwell, if 

they have been in direct contact with someone with COVID, or if they have tested positive 

for COVID. This policy will be reviewed as necessary by the executive.   CARRIED 



                     Resolution #1: 2022 Convention’s AGM 

 Before this resolution is explained, some background information needs to be provided 

first. The annual membership fee of the St. Thomas Elgin Branch is $45.00. Of that 

$45.00, $5.00 is kept by our branch while the remaining $40.00 is remitted by our 

treasurer to RWTO Provincial. Then, Provincial rebates 25% of this $40.00 ($10.00) back 

to each branch for each of its paid members. At the 2021 Zoom Convention, some 

branches called for a substantial increase in the percentage rebated back to the 

branches. Those representing Provincial argued that such an increase was not 

financially viable.  When no common ground could be found, an ad hoc was struck to 

examine the rebate issue, seek compromise and prepare a resolution addressing a 

rebate increase that would be presented at the London Convention’s AGM in 2022.  

The result of the ad hoc committee’s hard work was Resolution #1 which was presented 

at the 2022 Convention’s AGM. This resolution, which called for a 5% (from 25% to 30%) 

increase in the per member rebate was debated and adopted within a relatively short 

period of time and will go into effect at the beginning of the 2023-2024 year. This means 

that the per member rebate as of the 2023-2024 year will increase from $10.00 to $12.00. 

While this increase is by no means a windfall, it will provide a bit more flexibility when 

venues, menus and draw prizes are selected. 

 

           Extension of Membership Survey: The Results are IN! 

RWTO Provincial decided in 2021 that the membership should be surveyed in order to 

ascertain their views on extending membership in RWTO to include women educational 

professionals who are/were not teachers. The survey was conducted in January and 

February 2022 with about 40% of the membership responding to the survey’s questions. 

 At the Area Three Presidents’ Meeting on September 8, 2022, Lynn Sulman, Area Three 

Director, will share the results of this survey with those who attend this meeting. As 

such, the results will be conveyed to our branch members at the September 15, 2022 

meeting. Regardless of the outcome of this survey, any change to the criteria governing 

membership in RWTO must be done through an adopted resolution at a Convention’s 

AGM, the next of which will be in Kingston in 2023.              



                 

   

Introducing One of Our Newest Members: Christine Shaw 

Submitted by Sue Bandeen 

           Chris retired on June 30, 2021 and has enjoyed working a couple of days a 

week with TVDSB as a supply teacher. She enjoyed working with our youngest 

learners in kindergarten. She started her career at Sparta as an LST. She was 

hoping to teach Kindergarten and accepted a position at Elgin Court teaching 

Kindergarten in the mornings. Chris added a small prep assignment at Southwold 

and later taught full time as a FDK teacher at Southwold where all three of her 

children attended. It felt like home. Prior to teaching, Chris was a registered nurse 

for thirteen years and then taught for 22 years with TVDSB. Chris says, “This is the 

perfect world for me as my husband retired this year, and we are looking forward 

to some up-coming trips to France and Thailand. I now have time for yoga and am 

a new member at Union Golf.  I am a new golfer so there is a lot for me to learn. Our 

children live nearby, and we have two new granddaughters that fill our hearts”. 

Chris adds, “I raised three sons so these little granddaughters are exciting. I still 

love being with students and colleagues and working every now and then is 

perfect! I look forward to giving back to our community in the future by training our 

next dog to visit hospitals, schools and seniors’ homes.” 

                           

 

  

                            The Backpack Project 

The Backpack Project, now in its twentieth year, is, without doubt, one of the St. Thomas 
Elgin Branch’s most worthy initiatives!  Gianna, who leads the Backpack Project, does 
her upmost to ensure that every child who arrives at the Women’s Shelter is provided 
with a backpack filled with age- appropriate school supplies. This year, the members of 
our branch donated an amazing $1190.00 to the Backpack project and your generosity is 
very much appreciated and so worthy of celebration! As well, due to the initiative taken 
by Millie, our branch treasurer, the Golden Kiwanis Club of St. Thomas donated $500.00 
to the Backpack Project. Thank you so much Golden Kiwanis Club! In the sections 
below, Judy de Groote will tell us about the very early days of the Backpack Project and 
Gianna Filipovic will explain the steps that she and Monique take to prepare the 
backpacks. And finally, you will see a picture of Millie Gremonprez accepting the $500.00 
donation from the Golden Kiwanis Club. 

                                             



The Beginnings of the Backpack Project (Submitted by Judy De Groote) 

   In 2002 or early 2003, the Provincial Board of RWTO gave each branch of the 

organization a onetime $200 gift to be used towards an outreach project. Carole Watson 

suggested that we donate backpacks to the Women’s Shelter. These backpacks were to 

be used for a child who may have gone quickly with a mom to the women’s shelter for 

safety without any personal items. The child would at least be able to go to school with 

supplies in a knapsack. The branch members endorsed the idea, and Carole asked Hazel 

Sims and me to convene the project. Little did we imagine that it would grow into the 

project it is today. The September after we took on this endeavour, we sent out a list of 

recommended supplies for things such as pencils, crayons, tissues, rulers, math sets, 

and calculators, etc., keeping in mind the three divisions of Primary, Junior and 

Intermediate. Hazel and I purchased knapsacks with the $200.00. At the next meeting, 

members brought enough donations to fill a van. It was amazing. Hazel and I spread the 

donations out on my basement floor and started filling the sacks. The basement floor 

was covered with school supplies. As we divided them, we marvelled at the generosity of 

our branch members. Any donations that were not put into a knapsack were donated to 

the VAW agency for use in their craft room. Over the years, the project evolved as 

monetary donations increased and fewer school supplies were contributed which 

allowed us to purchase specific articles required for each of the three divisions. St. 

Thomas - Elgin Branch members can be proud of the project started many years ago as 

an outreach project in our community. 

    Backpack Project: Gianna and Monique’s Tasks 

                                       Submitted by Gianna Filipovic 

Thank you to all of the supportive members who have helped make the Backpack Project 

an annual success through generous donations. 

Each year we provide 30 backpacks for the children who arrive at the VAWSEC, often 

with nothing. No matter what time of year they arrive, the children are able to go to their 

new school equipped with a new backpack filled with all the supplies they will need for 

the year. 

Over the years we have consulted with classroom teachers for the changes in needs for 

the various grades and curriculums. We no longer include white out, thesauri, and 

dictionaries. Rather we have added graph paper in sheet protectors and duo tangs, 

highlighters, and dry erase printing boards, to name a few. In keeping with current times, 

we have been including hand sanitizer and masks. 

After consulting with Liz Brown, Executive Director of VAWSEC, we have learned that the 

greatest need is in the Gr. 4-6 area. Accordingly, we fill six backpacks in each of the 

following divisions: JK-Gr. 2; Gr. 3; and Gr. 7-8. Although we provide the necessary 

school supplies, we also include grade specific tools. 

Monique and I are bargain shoppers and look forward to filling the backpack with quality 

supplies. 

                                                   



Pictured is Millie accepting a $500.00 Donation from the  

Golden Kiwanis Club of St. Thomas 

for the Backpack Project. Thank You So Much, Golden Kiwanis Club!! 

                                                                                  

 

 

                                  

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When organizations like the Golden Kiwanis Club and Retired 

Teachers partner in order to aid the most vulnerable in our 

community, we are not only helping those in need but we are also 

helping to strengthen the bonds that hold our community together! 

                                      

 

 

 

 



                         The 2022-2023 Schedule of Meetings 

At the September 15, 2022 meeting all of you will receive a very detailed schedule of meetings 

printed on 7.5 X 5-inch sheets of light cardboard. But for those of you who would like to enter 

the dates into your calendars as soon as possible, here is a very abbreviated schedule: 

September 15 2022: Coffee Break Meeting-starts at 10:00 AM 

October 13 2022: Luncheon-starts at 11:30 AM 

November 17 2022: Christmas Luncheon-starts at 11:30 AM 

April 20 2023: Luncheon-starts at 11:30 AM 

May 18 2023: Luncheon-starts at 11:30 AM 

June 15 2023: Luncheon-starts at 11:30 AM 

Please respond to your Caller’s email or telephone call in a timely fashion.  

For the September meeting, the venue personnel would like to know the number of attendees 

by September 1, 2022. 

     Membership Dues: A Message from Millie, Our Treasurer 

   A huge thank you to the majority of our members who have already paid their 2022-

2023 dues, which remain at $45.00. Your current (2021-2022) membership will expire on 

August 31, 2022. If you are not sure if you have paid, please contact Millie at 

 (519) 660-9095 or email her at:   rwto.ste@gmail.com 

 Your annual membership fees can be remitted to Millie in one of two ways: 

 E-transfer $45.00 to rwto.ste@gmail.com   The funds go directly into the branch’s bank 

account and no secret question is required.  OR     

                     Mail your cheque payable to RWTO St. Thomas Elgin to: 

Millie Gremonprez 

12 Mary Bucke St. 

St. Thomas ON N5R 5J6 

 

mailto:rwto.ste@gmail.com
mailto:rwto.ste@gmail.com


Remember To Save Those Pop Tabs! Submitted by Sue Bandeen 

Aurilla Ripley gladly accepted a big donation of pop tabs from Ronald McDonald 
House, delivered by Susan Grieve. A good reminder of community partnerships 
and supporting a great cause! Let’s help Aurilla and her team raise funds for their 
54th wheelchair! Save and bring in your pop tabs! 

                                   
 

 

                             

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       



In memorial: Theresa "Terry" Loreen Sherratt 

01/14/1931 - 08/19/2022 

                                                   

                                    

       To see the full obituary for Theresa "Terry" Loreen Sherratt, click here 

 

 

https://www.williamsfuneralhomeltd.com/obituaries?name=theresa-terry-loreen-sherratt

