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  A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
                                   

I hope you have enjoyed the summer. It was lovely to

see so many of you at our summer events: lunch at

the Canal Ritz on July 13, afternoon tea at Tea and

Cake in Almonte on August 23 and Breakfast and

Conversation on the patio at Chances R. Members of

the Teachers Tea Time Book Club also met in person. 
                         

We will celebrate the last days of summer with a

Picnic in the Park, Under the Gazebo on September

15. Join in a nature scavenger hunt or just chat with

friends. Prizes will be given for the best decorated

picnic lunch bags. Find your inner child! There will be

ice cream! We value those times when we can come

together in person. Please look at the events planned

later in the newsletter.
                

The RWTO/OER0 COVID protocol was discussed at the

Provincial board level and it is recommended that

everyone proceed as you feel comfortable at Branch

activities. Although masking is no longer mandated,

Covid is still with us and OPH strongly recommends

that individuals wear masks in indoor and in larger

group settings.                  

                                 

                   We look forward to a new year of Caring      

                          and Sharing.

The past two plus years have taught us to use virtual

opportunities, such as Zoom to come together and

keep connected. Coffee  and Chat will return on

Friday, October 21. Some Zoom workshops are in the

planning stage.
                 

As we begin a new membership year, I wish to thank

the executive who have worked tirelessly on your

behalf over the past couple of years. We welcome

our

new second vice-president, Irene Cameron, who is

already planning our November

event. As well, I wish to thank the telephone

committee who have kept in contact with you, Joy

Phillips-Johansen who organizes our book club and

Suzanne Wilson-Marjerrison who publishes and keeps

our directory and phone lists up-to-date. Please

remember to forward any change of phone number

or address which we need to stay connected. Please

also reach out to fellow teacher retirees and

encourage them to join our organization. We need to

grow our numbers to ensure our sustainability.
     

            

Sharon Chop, President 
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2022 - 2023   EXECUTIVE
                           

President: Sharon Chop

Past President: Kathy McLean

1st Vice-President: Margaret Dempsey

2nd Vice-President: Irene Cameron

Treasurer: Barbara Edwards

Secretary: Patricia Taylor

Provincial Area Director: Kathy McLean

Membership Convenor: Suzanne  Lanouette-Carswell 

Insurance Convenor: Margaret Dempsey

Social  Convenor: Vacant*

Goodwill Convenor: Marilyn Adair

Archivist: Acting Convenor Barb Edwards

Communications: Acting Convenor Martha Summers

Members-at-Large: Linda Willman, 2 vacant

Volunteers:
Telephone Committee:  Margaret Granville, Brenda Mercier, Noreen Murphy, Beth Sharp, Suzanne Wilson-

Marjerrison, Barbara Edwards, and Linda Willman, Anne-Marie Ellis, Joy Phillips-Johansen, Viola Caissy, 

Book Club Co-ordinator: Joy Phillips-Johansen      Directory Co-ordinator: Suzanne Wilson-Marjerrison
                                         

FROM THE EXECUTIVE

MEMBERSHIP                                                                                                                         

The membership year begins on September 1. If you have not yet sent in your renewal

form, we urge you to do so as soon as possible. The Early Bird draw for having it in by

September 1 will be made at the picnic on Sept. 15. If your name is drawn, your

membership fee will be refunded for the 2022/2023 year. 
                                               

A reminder about the $48.00 membership fee which is submitted to the provincial office: This fee consists of a

provincial portion, $40.00 which is used for provincial purposes, and a local portion of $8.00 which funds branch

costs and activities. A $10.00 rebate for each member is sent to the branch for local

programming and expenses each fall.                        

                                  

We encourage all members who know retired teachers in the community to invite them to join

us as we start into the new year. It could be an opportunity for them to stay in touch with former

colleagues, meet new friends with common needs and interests, participate in a variety of

interesting and challenging programs for intellectual stimulation, information about issues of

particular interest to retired women teachers and opportunities for cultural enrichment. New members are

always welcome!

ISABEL FAWTHROP LEGACY

At our May AGM,  Suzanne Wilson-Marjerrison, past treasurer, spoke eloquently about Isabel Fawthrop, a

member who bequeathed $10,000 to our local branch in 2012. This was deposited in a GIC, and has been drawn

upon through the years. Her generosity allows us to spend money on special occasion items such as

entertainment, decorations, corsages and flowers and for mailing expenses and association events for the

membership. The remaining money in the GIC will be deposited in our bank account to be used for you, the

members. A committee has been struck to create a local award in her name.
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CONVENTION 2023
                               

You will recall that back in 2019-20, the seven Branches in Areas 8 and 9 were

planning to  host the 2020 Annual RWTO/OERO Convention. Then, the pandemic

happened!  We are delighted to pick up  where we left off with the “Cruising down

the Waters”…  Sailing into Kingston”  theme to welcome the province and to show

everyone our warm Eastern Ontario hospitality from June 6 - 8, 2023 at the Four

Points by Sheraton, Kingston. 
                    

The Convention Planning Committee, with members from all area branches, is well

represented by Ottawa-Carleton: Marg. Dempsey, as co-chair with Anne Graham,   Barb Edwards - Treasurer, 

Martha Summers - Secretary and Chair of Printing/Publishing, Kathy McLean - Chair of Registration Packages, and

Sharon Chop - Chair of Door Prizes. It takes many volunteers locally not only to prepare for,  but also to

implement a Convention ... Remember way back in 2014 when many of you worked tirelessly to ensure that

guests were welcomed and experienced friendly service? Your help will be needed this time, too. Watch for more

information later in the year.
                                

A popular part of the Thursday Luncheon at each convention is the ”Recognition of “Over 90’s”. Members who

have reached 90 years of age by the convention year, are invited to attend. In Ottawa-Carleton, 24 of our

members will be in this category, and we hope some of them will be able to attend. Plans are underway to obtain

photos of as many of these ladies as possible for use at this special luncheon. Details will be provided later.
                          

We look forward to not only a busy year, but a great convention, too!
                           

In  Memoriam        
                                                

We regret to announce the passing of two of our members, Hyacinthe Wade and Merriel

Petry. Donations are made to local charities in the memory of deceased members.

 We mourn the loss of our member, Hyacinthe Wade, who  passed away on June 20, 2022, in

her 90th year. Along with a varied teaching career, she enjoyed activities in her community

and with her family. After her retirement, she was a long- time member of RWTO/OERO.  A 

donations has been made to the Ottawa Food bank in her memory.
                  

          

We are sad to announce the sudden passing of Merriel Petry at the end of July. She retired

from teaching in a number of elementary schools in the Carleton Board in 2008. She

immediately became a member of RWTO/OERO, having heard of all the fun activities in which

members participate. She will be missed. Her funeral is scheduled for September 10.
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      We are happy to be able to get together

      with friends for activities. Many members

     took advantage of this during the summer.

       Several times, members enjoyed “Breakfast and Conversation”on the patio at Chances R Restaurant. 

18 members met on a lovely summer day on the patio at the Canal Ritz on July 13.

20 members enjoyed afternoon tea at Tea and Cake in Almonte on August 23.
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 TEACHERS TEATIME BOOK CLUB
                                    

We’re Back in the Daylight!  Our book club left Zoom for the wild outside world in July

with a meeting on the patio at Chances R Restaurant. Zoom worked very well for us, but

it was nice to meet face to face after so many months . In August we went to CoBrie

Restaurant which is at Carlingwood Mall. We planned to meet on their patio, but that

day there was heavy rain and so they very kindly moved us to their back room which we

had all to ourselves. Our next meeting, on September 12, will be back at Chances R at 12:30.

On Sept. 12,  one week later than normal because of Labour Day, Linda Willman will present “The Return” by

Nicholas Sparks. The main characters are a wounded veteran of Afghanistan and a 15-year-old runaway.  

On Oct. 3,  Joy will present “The Christie Affair” by Nina De Gramont , which is about the time when Agatha

Christie went missing with no explanation. This is a fiction book- obviously I guess, since she never revealed where

she had been. On Nov.  7   Martha Summers will present “The Woman with the Blue Star” by Pam Jenoff, a WW2

story of two girls and the relationship between them in Krakow.  In December we will not have a meeting since

our meeting date is the same as the RWTO Christmas Luncheon. Our 2023 book choices are American Dirt by

Jeanine Cummins, The Paris Library by Janet Skeslien Charles, The Tuscan Secret by Angela Petch, and The Paris

Apartment by Kelly Bowen.

We are planning to go back to Zoom for the winter months because of the unpredictable weather.

 Either way we always have fun. For more information, contact me by phone or email. (See Directory).

Joy Phillips-Johansen, Book Club Co-ordinator

                                                   

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS
                                            

We look forward to having more events in person.  Listed below are those for September

through December. If further details are obtained, they will be sent to you, but please mark them

in your calendar. We urge you to register early. Remember to check your directory for contact

information for those who are handling the registration for all activities. Keep your Rewards

cards and RWTO/OERO pins handy for when you attend all activities. See you soon!

Wednesday, September 7 - Breakfast and Conversation at Chances R Restaurant in College Square

Meet at 10:00 a.m.  Register with Kathy McLean if you plan to attend.

Monday, September 12 -  Teachers Teatime Book Club, 12:30 at Chances R.

Thursday, September 15 - Under the Gazebo Picnic at Andrew Haydon Park, Carling Ave.

Meet at 11:00 a.m. Bring a lunch (in decorated lunch bag!), drink, lawn chair.

Register with Kathy McLean.

Friday, October 21 - Coffee and Chat via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.

Register with Sharon Chop.                            
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Wednesday, November 9 - Ukrainian Ottawa Luncheon and Fundraiser   12:00 p.m to 2:00 p.m.

       at Ukrainian Orthodox Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at 1000 Byron Avenue   

Join us for a special luncheon in support of Ukrainian refugees in Ottawa, and enjoy a

meal featuring Ukrainian cuisine. A Guest Speaker, a refugee, will tell of personal

experiences of the Ukrainian-Russian War. You may win a special door prize. More details

will be sent later. You are welcome to bring a friend. Cost is $48.00. Please register early 

with Barbara Edwards, and send a cheque for the $48.00 made out to RWTO/OERO.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5 - HO! HO! HOLIDAY   Christmas Luncheon at Centurion Centre  11:00 a.m.

Delicious lunch, Silent Auction fund raiser (bring your contribution), Visit from

our Provincial President,  Rewards Card Draw, Collection of toiletries/hygiene

products for women, socks, etc. 

More details later.                            

ACTIVITIES UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR THE NEW YEAR...                        

Planning is underway for activities for 2023. Details will be provided in the January Newsletter and in email

messages as needed. You can look forward to the following:

• Coffee and Chat - Virtual gatherings via Zoom - 3rd Friday of each month

• Armchair Travel to India, Part 2 - virtual

• Chinese New Year Luncheon

• Luncheon with Genealogy theme

• Spring Luncheon and AGM  - May 15

• Provincial Convention  - June 6 - 8
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