A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
As your new president
and fairly new to this
organization, I thank you
for this opportunity.
When I was invited to
join the RWTO by Lily, I
accepted her invitation readily not knowing
what an amazing group of women I was
joining.
I began my teaching career in Iron Bridge.
After a wonderful first year I reluctantly left
to teach in southern Ontario where my new
husband worked for Kodak Canada. This was
followed by an extended leave to be home
with four little ones. During this time I
worked with families with infants and
toddlers with special needs. My last years of
teaching were spent with children with
autism.
Marlene and I ventured to Ajax this past June
to attend the RWTO convention. What an
opportunity to be with so many vibrant and
strong retired women. Next June we meet
again in Alliston. It is my hope that more of
us will be able to attend.
I continue to be amazed at the enthusiasm
and willingness to share time and talents of
our members. Of course--- we are teachers!
At our September meeting when we
celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday we ask
each of you to invite a potential member to
come with you. Share with her the joys and
benefits of membership.
I look forward to the next two years as your
president as I get to know each and every
one of you better. I trust that you have
enjoyed a restful and refreshing summer!
Margaret MacKay
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Past President:
Gayle Manley
President:
Marg MacKay
1st Vice President: Jean Campbell
2nd Vice President: Cathy Pirrie
Treasurer:
Anne Wildman
Secretary:
Maureen Gooderham
Insurance:
Marlene Falls
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Carol Neave
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Suz Humphreys
Cathy Bennett
Dorothy Motluk
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Joyce Duncan
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Nancy Konzuk
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Mary Jane Thompson
Goodwill:
Kathy Greening
Area 11 Director: Joyce Ratz
Phone callers:
June McDonald
Marny Pollard
Lily Ritchie
Cathy Pirrie

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
If you have any questions about RWTO, our branch or
your insurance, please contact one of the following:
Central Algoma Branch
President: Marg Mackay
Insurance: Marlene Falls
Goodwill: Kathy Greening

705-542-6959
705-256-1681
705-949-5876

Provincial
Area Director: Joyce Ratz
705-842-6135
RWTO Provincial Office
1-877-607-6696
Email: { HYPERLINK
"mailto:info@rwto.org" }
Website: { HYPERLINK
"http://www.rwto.org" }
Manulife Insurance Insurance Broker
Terry Kennedy:
1-519-583-0098

{ HYPERLINK "mailto:tkennedy34@bell.net"
}
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RWTO Insurance Convenor:
Donna Hemeon

1-519-538-3707

{ HYPERLINK
"mailto:donna.hemeon@gmail.com" }

We are without a home. If you know of a
contact at a library or museum that would
have room for me, please contact Mary Jane
Thompson at 705-842-2101.

WHAT’S ON OUR WEBSITE
www.rwto.org
You will find information about all the branches,
what is going on at convention, insurance issues
and most importantly, a copy of this newsletter.
You can also read the Provincial newsletter,
Connections !
Easy to use and full of information! Try it! You
may even find a picture of yourself on our
Branch News page.

CORA BAILEY AWARD WINNERS
Honouring exceptional contributions to our
branch
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016

Marg Snider
Shirley Kent
Martha Summers
Glenis Johnstone
Ruth Juhola
Marny Pollard
Alice Ward
Ruby Vaughan
Nancy Konzuk
Joyce Ratz
Marlene Falls
Carol Neave
Verna Lapish

2017 Muriel Hornby
Kathy Greening
SHARING WITH OUR COMMUNITY
CASS $200 scholarship: Kayla Bishop
$100 Book Board: Iron Bridge Library
$100 Book Board: Shirley Kent
$200 Literacy Award: Echo Bay School
$200 Literacy Award: Arthur Henderson
Public School
$125 from Provincial: ARCH
$ 30 Holly Wicket of Tumaini Afrika
Cry for HELP from our archives

RWTO 61st ANNUAL CONVENTION
Ajax, Ontario June 6-8, 2017
Follow The Dream
Marg MacKay and Marlene Falls attended the
convention this year. The storefront offered
membership ideas for recognition, recruitment
and retention, and insurance updated benefits
were explained. The resource 211 is for seniors
to help them live independently. It is free,
confidential and multilingual.
The meals were scrumptious and the company
was entertaining. The Harpist after Tuesday’s
supper was equally entertaining as was the Irwin
Smith Sing-a-long on Wednesday Evening. The
Honorary Awards were presented followed by
the Feather in the Hat and Barbara Bain Awards.
Ten 90+ members attended Thursday luncheon.
Peggy Stock opened the meeting with a joke. One
hundred forty-nine members plus interested
visitors attended the business part of the
convention. Five resolutions passed with one
defeated…the one about adding the “amending
the constitution”… The RWTO insurance handed
a cheque of $75,000 to the RWTO provincial.
$300 to improve membership was approved to
all branches. More money is allotted to help host
a convention in the future. The Friday morning
service was a touching tribute to 120 members
passing away. Mary Kidd was honored. Incoming
president Lois Lockhart spoke eloquently.
Come along with us to the ADVENTURE at
Nottawasaga Inn Resort near Alliston, Ont.
June 5-7, 2018.
CLICK ON THE WEBSITE BELOW FOR
COMPLETE DETAILS

{ HYPERLINK "http://www.rwto.org" }
Click on convention.
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RWTO GOODWILL COMMITTEE
Congratulations! All of you, our Central
Algoma Retired Women Teachers are
honourary members of the Goodwill
Committee. You will be the "feet on the
ground" so to speak, that will enable our
committee to send birthday
congratulations, thinking of you cards to
those ill and/or in hospital and to extend
sympathy to our members and their
families. I would appreciate hearing from
you. Please call me at 705-949-5876 or
send an email to kgreening@shaw.ca. I
thank you for your help.
Continue to care, share, and celebrate
with our members,
Kathryn Greening
INSURANCE MATTERS
Terry Kennedy announced that:
No increase in insurance premiums in the next
year.
Transportation is now included for costs for
volunteer drivers for Canadian Cancer Society to
max of $100.00. This is combined with other
transportation benefits.
Ergonomics walking pole is covered (max.
$150.00
Hearing Aids include coverage for changes of
purchase of cochlear implants up to $200.00
every 4 benefit years
Keep your receipts.
Contact Terry Kennedy for more information at
1-519-583-0098 or tkennedy@bell.net

INTEREST GROUPS
Craft Group

Joyce Ratz
705-842-6135

The “Crafty Group” meets at 1:30 p.m. on the last
Thursday of each month (except December and
June)!
We meet at volunteers’ homes, bringing our
personal crafts to work on for the afternoon along with pleasant chatter, beverages and
treats! We plan a special lesson, agreed upon by
the group, for one of our meetings.
The first meeting will be on Thursday,
September 28th at 1:30 pm at the Sowerby Hall
(Hwy 17 - turn left at Basswood Lake Rd. - white
building on right, one block over!) We will plan
our meeting venues then.
We welcome all new members!!
Games Group

Connie Bennett
705-785-3508

The Games Group meets at 1:30 p.m., the first
Tuesday of the month (unless the host changes
the date). Our group of nine gather at the home
of the host for the month to play board/card
games, laugh, have fun and participate in friendly
competition.
The first meeting will be in September at the
home of Grace Burmaster. She will contact
members of the group with the exact date.
Book Club

Linda Prodan
705-575-1519

Our book club meets the third Monday of the
month at 1:30 p.m. Some members invite us to
hold the meetings in their home or we have them
at libraries or other facilities. We have a large
and very active group. We discuss the most
recent book and then socialize over coffee, tea
and goodies.
The first meeting in September will be to decide
the dates, the books and the venues for the
coming year. It will be held at the Korah Library
on Monday, September 18th. New members are
welcome.
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Theme Dinner

Anne Wildman
705-575-1253

Our Theme Dinner Group meets 4 times a year –
usually October, December, early May and later
in June.
We attempt to have varied and interesting
menus by setting a theme for each
dinner. Together the group members set the
theme, date and location and decide who will
host each dinner. Some prefer to host in their
homes while others will secure a local hall and
the cost, usually minimal, is divided among the
group.
The first theme dinner this fall will feature
Harvest Foods and will be hosted by Joyce
Duncan and Marlene Falls at Joyce’s home in
Sault Ste Marie on Thursday, October 19.
If there are any members who would like to join
us, we'd love to have you! Gathering and
socializing over food is always fun and relaxing.
And spouses are always welcome.
Hiking Group

Nancy Konzuk
705-785-3385

The RWTO Hiking Club meets at 10 a.m. on the
second Thursday of each month, except
February. We take turns deciding the route and
then organizing us as far as meeting place and
what to bring or if we are going out to eat
afterwards. The latter defeats the purpose of the
walk, but adds depth to the outing. Usually 1 ½ 2 hours on an easy trail or streets and back roads
satisfies us. Our speed or lack of it varies each
time. Spouses, friends (two and four legged) are
welcome.
The first hike will be 10 a.m. , Thursday,
September 14 exploring the mine at Rock Lake.
Nancy Konzuk is the leader that day. The
schedule for the year will be decided that day.
MEETING DATES
Wednesday, September 13, 2017
Celebrating Canada’s 150th and new friendships
Time: 11 a.m.
Place: Little Rapids’ Schoolhouse (Heritage
Complex)
Cost: $15
Come for a picnic style lunch, catered by Fred
Falls

Members bring a potential member who will
receive a free lunch.
Wear red and white.
Welcome new members.
Sign up for interest groups
Wednesday, October 18, 2017
“It’s Not Right” – the issue of elder abuse
Time: 11 a.m.
Place: Bar River Hall
Cost: $15
Speaker: Gayle Manley
Caterer: Bar River Women’s Institute
Wednesday, December 6, 2017
Celebrating Christmas :Christmas Sing-a-long
and Silent Auction:
Time: 11: 00 am
Place: Zion United Church, Thessalon
Cost: $15
Bring a contribution so we all can do some
Christmas shopping.
Wear your red and green.
Bring an article of food for Thessalon Food Bank
also
Caterer: Zion United Church Women
Tuesday, April 24, 2018
On Safari
Time: 11:00 a.m.
Place: Bruce Station Hall, Bruce Mines
Cost: $15
Speakers: Linda Prodan and Jean Campbell will
speak on their travels to Africa
Bring an article of food for Bruce Mines Food
Bank
Caterers: Cloudslee United Church Women
Wednesday May 30, 2018
Guest Speaker: President of RWTO, Lois
Lockhart
Joint luncheon meeting hosted by Sault Branch of
RWTO
Cost, location and time is to be determined.
Thursday, June 14, 2018
Summer Living
11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. Meeting and lunch at
Tech School, Wellington St. SSM
Lunch catered by Santini’s Restaurant
2:30 p.m. ½ hour tour of Outspoken Brewery,
Queen Street. Two tours may be necessary
depending on numbers. While waiting, beer
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patio will be open for you to drink a cool one.
Cost: $15(?)
Members are asked to bring gently used summer
clothes for women at Phoenix Rising
Renew membership.
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