
…And Here’s Hope!                                                              

                              
                              

     How quickly this first year of my Presidency has flown by, and what a pleasure and 
rewarding experience it has been. I am truly honoured to have the opportunity to serve you 
for a second term. Summer is fast approaching, and then our Branch's '60th' Birthday year 
of celebrations will begin. Check out our newest brochure! Come join me for another 'year to 
remember', filled with unique and fun opportunities to make your retirement everything you 
so rightly deserve. 
 
     Our April 13th '60th Diamond Jubilee Anniversary High Tea' was a huge 
success,...with "200" in attendance including RWTO Provincial President, Dianne Rice, 
Area 4 Director, Judith Bennoch, who both brought greetings, ...Marilyn Emmett,...Past Provincial President,... RTO 
President, Gemma Monaco, ... and Area 4 sister Branches from St. Catharines,...Niagara South,...and London-
Middlesex,... who joined the festivities too. Our 'Over 90's', Past Presidents, and past Cora Bailey recipients were 
acknowledged with special surprise gifts. The new and beautiful Cora Bailey pin, designed by First Vice President, Linda 
Sargeant, was debuted, and given to all past award recipients to be worn to future events, ....a member's suggestion. The 
ambiance was lovely with the enchanting harp and flute sounds filling the room, ... performed by the musical 
group Lyracana. The skit,... 'A Retrospect Through the Decades', set to period music, and enacted by our own members 
dressed in period clothing, gave us a greater understanding of the struggles and successes of our RWTO sisters, and a 
sense of pride. What fun it was to wear our fascinator hats, white gloves, enjoy the 'High Tea' finger sandwiches and 
sweets while sipping tea, ...and walk around the room to glance at the amazing artifact displays, and celebrity 'memory 
board' of inspiring or favorite teacher stories. Thank you to Second Vice President, Lynn Anderton, the '60th Anniversary' 
Committee, and to everyone involved in making this a wonderful and memorable celebration! ... Happy '60th Anniversary' 
RWTO!!! 
 
     'Breakfast in the Valley' and our Annual General Meeting took place on May 4th at the Dundas Valley Golf and Curling 

Club, with '117' in attendance, and much accomplished. "2" new members were presented with their RWTO pins. 

The 'Cora Bailey Award' along with the new 'Cora Bailey pin' were presented to Sandie Bender, Judy Moore, and Nancy 
Hodson for their many years of dedication and hard work. Congratulations! Ursula Vander Ploeg, Treasurer, presented 
the 2015-16 Financial Report. Due to increasing food and venue prices for our events, a motion for a membership fee 
increase of $10 to subsidize events was presented, voted on, and approved by membership. Provincial Resolutions 
were discussed, with members giving good direction to the Convention delegates for voting. An 'In Memoriam' Service 
honoured Audrey Beeler, Patricia Cudmore, Lillian Gordon, Joan Lee, and Mildred Sneyd, ...members who sadly 
passed away this year. We bid farewell to three of our amazing Executive members whose terms were up: Judy 
Moore and Nancy Hodson, Co-Insurance Convenors, and Theresa Cardey, Secretary, ...presenting each of them with 
lovely bouquets of flowers from our membership. Thank you ladies for all your enthusiasm, and hard work. You will be 
sorely missed. Our new Executive was installed by Past Provincial President,Annette Rhodes, with Lynne 
Smith acclaimed as Secretary, and Lynn Gillie, appointed by our Executive as our newest "Member-at-Large". Two 
additional members joined Executive as our new Co-Insurance Convenors,...Phyllis Macdonald,and Sue St. Michael. 
Welcome, and congratulations to our new 2016-17 Executive! 
  

    The Provincial '60th' AGM Convention in Windsor will take place from June 7-9, with 6 Branch delegates attending. My 
June newsletter message will tell you more about it, and will include my 'President's Report Highlights' of this 2015-16 
year, and our amazing and numerous initiatives and accomplishments. We should be very proud! ... I certainly am! 
 
Till next time! 

"In Caring and Sharing", 
Hope Leon, President 
 

                                                                ~~ The best way to predict the future is to invent it. (Alan Kay) ~~ 



Inspiring Members 

This year we began an 'Inspiring Members' column in our newsletters to acknowledge and celebrate the many accomplishments of 

our members. Our first two articles were about two of our members who earned special "Hamilton Senior of the Year Awards". 

... Jan Lukas,.... earned the 'Bernie Morelli Lifetime Achievement Award' for her work with the Suicide Prevention Council of 

Hamilton,...amongst many other things. Joanne Weeks received an 'Ontario Volunteer Award' with many contributions to 

organizations, including ours.  

I am delighted to announce another 'Inspiring Member',... a longtime member, and Past President of RWTO, Hamilton- 
Wentworth,...Sylvia Kajiura. Sylvia was nominated for the Women of Distinction Award in two categories.....'Community 
Leadership', and 'Lifetime Achievement'. Here's her story: 

  

  
Sylvia is a true pioneer. She arrived in Canada in 1956 from St. Lucia as a young woman completely alone. 
During her 35 year career with the Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board,she rose from 
primary teacher, special education specialist, Vice Principal, and then Principal. As the first married 
woman and the first black woman in Hamilton to become Principal, she mentored and inspired everyone 
around her. Both before and after retirement, Sylvia served our community by serving on and chairing 
boards for many organizations including the Hamilton Community Foundation, Children's Aid Society, 
United Way, Immigrant Women's Centre, and the Police Services Board. Sylvia is wise and compassionate 
and continues to share her time and talents with our community. She has been a long time member of 
both RTO and RWTO, and a Past President of our Retired Women Teachers of Ontario, Hamilton-
Wentworth Branch. Congratulations on your nominations, and best wishes from your friends in RWTO! 
  
  

 
A Birdie Told Me:  Our second 'Inspiring Member' is our First Vice President, Linda Sargeant, 

who has recently won three awards: an 'Ontario Volunteer Recognition Award',... 'The Bar to the 
Medal of Merit' Award, which according to 'Scouts Canada's Standard Operating Procedures' is for 
'further especially good service for Scouting', ... and thirdly,... a 'Thirty Year Long Service Pin in 
Scouting',......an amazing accomplishment!..... Linda is certainly inspiring,....sharing her time and 
talents between numerous organizations and committees in Hamilton including the Educational 
Archives,....'Socks Canada',...volunteering afternoons and evenings at Scout House,....a coordinator of 
the new Mohawk Trails Museum and curriculum planning Committee member,...RTO Trips Committee 
member ,..I-pad instructor,...and of course,...as a dedicated hard working member of our Branch's 
Executive. Congratulations on your multiple awards, and best wishes from your friends and colleagues 
in RWTO! 

  
 
 
Volunteers deserve a big THANK YOU  for doing such a great job!!!!  Most 
importantly, volunteering is so rewarding. You might enjoy it too,...and perhaps want to 
volunteer, but don't know where to start. 

Here is a quick list of some jobs that volunteers do. The same birdie told me that some of 
our own members volunteer there. Perhaps you can volunteer there too. 

 volunteer at the archives 

 Scouting 

 food bank 

 manager of a soccer team for the Special Olympics 

 animal shelter 

 Mac hospital  

 summer Pan Am games 

 Macassa Lodge  

 escort clients to the hairdressing salon 

 driver for Meals on Wheels  

 reading tutor for Neighbour to Neighbour 

 school volunteers

Many organizations in our community need help. YOU can make a difference too!.....If you know of any members doing inspiring and 
amazing things....please let me know,....so they too can be considered for this column. Hope 



Outreach 

Rosemary Marcotte presents our donation, at Breakfast in the Valley, to 
representatives Rebecca Lickiss (project manager) and Naoka Feth 
(development coordinator) from the GERAS Centre (Geriatric Education and 
Research in Aging Science) at St Peter’s Hospital.  

A collection of school supplies which were collected will go to Wesley Urban 
Ministries for the children in the area, including the refugees in their care. 
Cash donations will be split between Bob Kemp Hospice and the Alzheimer's 
Society.  Thank you for your generosity. 
Mary McCracken, Outreach Convenor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Fee Increase 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the 

family and friends of Mildred Sneyd, a 

RWTO member for many years who passed 

away at the age of 97 on March 13, 2016. 

 

90% of the membership in attendance at the Annual Meeting on May 4th, voted to increase the 

Branch portion of the Annual Membership Fee by $10, beginning this year. There was a lengthy 

discussion about the pros and cons, but the vast majority realized that increasing costs affect us 

everywhere.  

Hamilton-Wentworth is the third largest Branch in the province, and therefore we need large 

banquet halls to house our major events. Many of our senior ladies do not have access to the 

Internet, and therefore rely on Canada Post for the delivery of their bi-monthly newsletters … and we 

all know about the price of printer ink and stamps! We are a very active organization … we have held 

6 major events, 3 smaller events, a couple of workshops, and have had over 20 Interest Groups since 

last April!  

The Branch portion of the membership fee had not been increased since 1988 (it was changed from 

$4 to $10 at that time).   

According to Provincial President Dianne Rice, Provincial does not have any plans to raise their 

portion of the fees in the near future, so hopefully our fees can remain at $60 for several years to 

come.  



 

Diamond Anniversary Tea 

 

  On A High Tea High 
 

They say that "Gratitude is a Memory of the Heart"!  I wish to 
express my gratitude to the many who made our wonderful Diamond 
Jubilee High Tea so Successful!  We had 200 attendees signed up, 
breaking all event records!  It was wonderful to have 4 of our "Over-
Ninety" members in attendance, along with several of our more 
seasoned members who had not attended any event in years. A big 
hug and thank you to our "Sunshine Service" volunteers who made 

this possible, by making driving arrangements for them! It was obvious how delighted they were to be 
there and how much they appreciated it. Thank you to a hardworking High Tea Committee of Sandie 
Bender, Theresa Cardey, Eileen Collins, Nancy Hodson, Hope Leon, Nancy Papiez and Linda Sargeant 
who assisted in the planning and organizing for well over a year! Thank you to our writers and actors 
who added some wonderful history and fun to the event. In spite of some stage fright nerves, it went 
very well. It was a trip down memory lane for all of us, as we recalled the issues, fashions and fun of 
each decade. Thank you to Hope for her tireless email campaign and displays of letters from local 
celebrities and politicians  about their inspirational Hamilton area Teachers! I hope that some of you 
heard Matt and Sunni on the radio the morning of April 8th, when listeners called in and texted stories 
about their amazing Hamilton teachers.  Thanks to Rosemary Marcotte and Linda Sargeant for the 
archive displays. All these hardworking ladies are real gems, who helped make this event sparkle!!  The 
music was "sense-sational",  the fellowship was terrific. It was heartwarming to see many colleagues 

and friends we had not seen in a long while! Unfortunately, the service was 
slow. Thanks to all who attended for your patience and understanding in  this 
area. . So, I raise a cuppa ' tea to you all 
to say "Cheers,  and thanks to you all for 
a job well done"!  I will remember this in 
my heart , with 
gratitude, forever! 
 
Lynn Anderton, 
Diamond Jubilee High 
Tea Committee Chair. 

 



Diamond Anniversary Tea . . . Congratulations 

 

Diamond Anniversary Tea . . . Greetings from . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

              Diane Rice RWTO/OERO Provincial President 

     Judy Bennoch Area 4 Director 



Diamond Anniversary Tea . . . And the reviews are in . . . 

 

Our April 13th '60th Diamond Jubilee Anniversary High Tea' was a huge 
success,...with "200" in attendance . . . Hope 
 
 
You all looked so glamorous . . .Marg  

 
 
 
 

What a 
fabulous 
afternoon 
celebrating 
RWTO!                          
Mardie 
 
 
 

 
The skit was a great walk down memory lane . . . Marilyn 
 

I had the opportunity to chat with many members and I 

especially enjoyed the journey of the past 60 years – reflecting 

and learning things I didn’t know about our great 

organization . . . Judith 

You broke an attendance record today and I talked to several people I haven't seen for a long time . . . Annette 

Joy demonstrated in your branch is heartwarming . . . Diane 

A standing ovation to all . . . Nancy  

 
 



 
 
 
I really enjoyed the way you presented the history of our organization. 
It must have taken a lot of time and effort to coordinate the historical 
facts with the music, outfits and dialogue . . . Well Done, Hamilton – 
Wentworth . . . Marilyn  
 

 

 

Great job by everyone involved today and more importantly 

we all had fun . . . Rosemary  

 

 

 

 

What a wonderful celebration . . . Sylvia  

 
 
 
 
            You did a great job. A lot of time and effort was put into 

executing such an elegant event . . . Leda  
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
     It was a truly fabulous event, so many  
     thoughtful touches . . . Carol   

 
I really enjoyed the vignettes and the           

refreshments were delicious, especially the scones . . .  

  

 

 



Breakfast in the Valley 

.The 2016/2017 Executive, Elected 
at the AGM 
 

Annette Rhodes, past Provincial President, 

presided over the installation of the new 

executive.  

 

                                     

Thank You . . .  

Retiring executive 

members:  

Theresa Cardy, Nancy 

Hodson, Judy Moore 

 
 

Past Presidents: 
Liz Verrall, Marion Jutzi 

receive certificates of 

appreciation 

Welcome . . . 
New Executive Members:                                         

Lynn Gillie (member at large), Phyllis Macdonald and 

Sue St. Michael (insurance co-convenors)                                                                                              

      

 

New Members:                                                   

Susan Waters 

and Earla Harvey 

with Nancy Papiez 

(past president) and 

Hope Leon (president) 

 

 



Cora Bailey 2016 Award 
Congratulations to the H-W Branch Cora Bailey Award Recipients. This award is made in Cora Bailey’s honour. She 
was RWTO/OERO's first Executive Secretary-Treasurer and held this position for eleven years until 1982. She also wrote 
the RWTO/OERO History Book, OASWT 1956- 1976. The recipients were honoured at the Branch Annual General 
Meeting and their accomplishments and contributions are recognized in the Cora Bailey binder for Area 4 at the 
Provincial Convention 2016 in Windsor. This year’s recipients are Nancy Hodson, Judy Moore, and Sandie Bender. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Message Board 
 

Art Appreciation Group 
 
We had a wonderful time at the Dundas Museum and 
Archives on March 22nd and appreciated seeing the 
wonderful works of our own Judith Cranston! On April 7th we 
saw many amazing works at the Dundas Valley School of Art 
Auction preview. 
 
Upcoming: On May24th we will have a 2:00 pm guided tour 
of The Cotton Factory at 270 Sherman. This former industrial 
building from 1900 is a prime example of adaptive reuse. It 
has been transformed from a cotton mill into a creative 
industries complex, 

with spaces for workshops, galleries, office space for creative professionals, 
and studios for artists. Film makers, photographers, and special events are 
also drawn to the building by its unique aesthetic and historical charm. It has 
been used to film many episodes of “Murdoch Mysteries”. You can watch an 
interesting video of how they transformed the building to look like the Toronto 
waterfront. This video includes history of the Sherman building and can be 
viewed at http://cottonfactory.ca/2014/10/makingmurdoch-on-the-waterfront-
part-1/  
Watch for the upcoming “RSVP email” for further details of lunch options and 
events. If you are not on the Art Appreciation eGroup email list, and wish to 
be, contact Lynn Anderton via rwto.lynn@gmail.com .     
          
                            The Cotton Factory 1900 
 
June 21st at 1:30 we will have a tour of the new Truth North Gallery which just opened in Waterdown at the end of 
March. Here is a little excerpt from the Flamborough Review about its grand opening: 
 
"When Geoff and Brooke Kulawick moved True North Records to Griffin Street last June, they had a plan: to make 
Waterdown a destination for arts and culture. 

That vision is well on the way to being realized, with the unveiling of True North Gallery last Friday. 

The vernissage, which featured pieces by a songbook of artists ranging from Andy Warhol and Janis Joplin to Ron 
Wood and Michael Jackson, welcomed about 100 guests to the space adjacent to the record label offices in Griffin 
House. Each work was accompanied by a QR code, which allowed viewers to access further information about the art 
and its creator. 

The highlight of the afternoon was an intimate Q&A between Canadian music industry veterans and visual artists in 
their own right, Murray McLauchlan and Buffy Sainte Marie. For more than an hour, they interviewed each other on 
topics ranging from their introduction to music and visual art growing up, to reminiscences about playing various 
Yorkville venues. 

One theme that resonated with both artists, was the need to create – with whatever tools are available. McLauchlan 
recounted how a friend’s daughter, who is sightless, describes seeing music “in shapes and blobs.” 

“There is a connection between the visual cortex and the desire to ‘make stuff,’” he noted. “There is no real division 
between that thing on the wall, and the impulse to make music.” 

Sainte Marie agreed. “Painting, colouring, drawing, dancing, making music, praying – they’re all the same thing. We 
are made in the image of the Creator; we have a green light to creativity.” 

It will be wonderful to see the works of these artists on display there. Stay tuned for lunch option details to follow via 
our Art Appreciation Group  rsvp email.  Lynn Anderton 

http://cottonfactory.ca/2014/10/makingmurdoch-on-the-waterfront-part-1/
http://cottonfactory.ca/2014/10/makingmurdoch-on-the-waterfront-part-1/
mailto:rwto.lynn@gmail.com


Book Club 
 

"What a fun afternoon our bookclub had, skyping our favorite 

author, Terry Fallis, ... award winning author of five hilarious books 

including 'Best Laid Plans' and 'No Relation'. We took turns asking him 

questions about our book, 'No Relation',....and learned a lot about his 

writing process,...the origin of 

this book,....his characters, 

plot,....and even about his 

upcoming book, which will be 

about 'identical twins'. Terry 

happens to have an 

identical twin brother, Tim, so 

I'm really eager to read that book too when it comes out. It's 

sure to be another big hit! ...It was an amazing afternoon, 

....and skyping was a lot of fun! Try it! You'll like it!" HOPE:o) 
 
 
 
 

iPad Interest Group 
 

Thursday May 19th  
“Artistic Creations” with Liz 
Verall 
Thursday June 16th 
Skype, Facebook, Games   
 

All ‘iPadders’  Welcome!  

Fortinos Main West                                                        

10am – noon Contact: Linda Sargeant 

rwto.linda@gmail.com  905 575 3831 

 

 

 

BUMPER BABES BOWLING... 

'6th' season! 
 

Wed. May 18, 2016 
11:00am social 

11:30am games begin 
 

@ Mountain Lanes, 

335 Upper Wentworth       

at Concession 
 

Contact Hope: hleon@bserv.com 
 

Next Date: Thursday June 16th....                    

BB BANQUET!!! (Please RSVP)

Euchre West 
 
Warm up to some Euchre card playing  and friends 
On Monday May 30th and June 27th at 
Williams Cafe Coffee (Back Level) 
47 Discovery Dr. 
Hamilton Waterfront 
 
Lunch at noon 
Cards at 1 p.m. 
 
No card playing in July and August            
Contact JeanetteJeanette.24@icloud.co 

Euchre East 
 
We meet at TEDDY'S  
on Main St. in Grimsby 
Lunch at noon from their $5.99 or regular menu 
Then Euchre, conversation & I can guarantee  
lots of laughter.   

Come & join us. 

Thursday, May 12th & Thursday, June 9th 
 
Lynn - 905-309-4438 

mailto:rwto.linda@gmail.com
mailto:hleon@bserv.com
mailto:Jeanette.24@icloud.com
tel:905-309-4438


Community 
I am writing to you to request that your organization give consideration to organizing "a Volunteer Day 

of Giving” at one of Hamilton Victory Gardens' sites some time during the 

2016 growing season (late April until late November).  

Hamilton Victory Gardens is a not-for-profit charitable organization whose 

mandate is to increase access to healthy, fresh produce for marginalized 

individuals/families and to promote social inclusion and community 

cohesion as community members work together to combat local poverty 

and food insecurity. There are currently 14 urban Victory Garden sites in 

the Greater Hamilton Area that are maintained by volunteers, and all the 

fresh produce harvested at each site is donated to local food banks/food 

programs. During the 2015 growing season, over 42,300 pounds of 

produce was donated to Good Shepherd, Living Rock, Mission Services, 

Neighbour-to-Neighbour, and many other local food banks and programs to 

assist the marginalized in our community. 

As mentioned above, there are currently FOURTEEN Victory Gardens sites, with a combined total of 661 

raised beds (4-ft by 16-ft), that are situated at various locations throughout the Greater Hamilton 

Area (see attached brochure for a comprehensive list). Volunteer Days of Giving can be arranged to take 

place on Saturday mornings, or on any weekday during the day or evening, usually for two to three hours 

in duration. 

Regardless of the level of support, your Volunteer Day of Giving will: 

  Support your greater Hamilton community 

  Boost employee morale and generate team spirit 

  Generate invaluable goodwill 

  Elevate your corporate profile 

If interested, please endorse and communicate this idea to your staff, and then contact me at your 

convenience with the number of employees, the preferred site location, and a list of two or more dates 

that would be suitable for your group. We can then work together to arrange the details of your “Volunteer 

Day of Giving”. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or require further information. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Respectfully 

Bill Wilcox 

Founder and Chair 

Hamilton Sustainable Victory Gardens Inc    

Charitable Registration Number:  82694 5883 RR0001 

    Telephone:  (905) 575-9439                          

              Cell:  (289) 237-7714 

          E-mail:  bwilcox@HamiltonVictoryGardens.org 

        Website:  www.hamiltonvictorygardens.org 

tel:%28905%29%20575-9439
tel:%28289%29%20237-7714
mailto:bwilcox@HamiltonVictoryGardens.org
http://www.hamiltonvictorygardens.org/


 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


